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Williams, Louisville beat 
Georgia Tech 67-64.
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S P O R T S I N D E X

BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

New district maps released by Ken-
tucky House Republicans on Thurs-
day would make changes to Owens-
boro-area districts, including moving 
two districts out of Daviess County and 
creating a potential faceoff between two 
Republican incumbents.

House GOP leadership released maps 
of new House districts Thursday morn-

ing in Frankfor t, and House Speaker 
David Osborne said the goal is to pass 
the proposed maps through both hous-
es by next Saturday, the end of the first 
week of the 2022 legislative session.

“This plan is the result of months of 
discussion, months of work,” Osborne, 
a Prospect Republican, told reporters. 
House, Senate and Congressional dis-
trict maps have to be redrawn every 10 
years, based on U.S. Census data.

“This is the first time in histor y 
the Republicans had an oppor tunity 
to draw a redistricting map,” Osborne 
said.

Besides meeting state constitution 
and federal Voting Rights Act require-
ments, Osborne said goals were to 

reduce the carving up of counties into 
districts. The plan also creates four 
“majority minority” districts across the 
state, where minority residents make 
up the majority of the population.

“The goal is still as equitable repre-
sentation as possible,” Osborne said.

The plan would reduce the number of 
House members representing Daviess 
County from five to three. The 11th Dis-
trict, held by Rep. Jonathan Dixon, a 
Corydon Republican, and the 12th Dis-
trict, held by Rep. Jim Gooch, a Provi-
dence Republican, would no longer 
include parts of Daviess County.

House GOP releases district maps
Proposal would make changes 

to Owensboro-area districts
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BY GINA CLEAR
THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE

With two military bases in Ken-
tucky, including one locally at Fort 
Knox, a prefiled bill for the 2022 
legislative session has garnered 
support among area delegates.

Filed by Rep. Ken Fleming, 
R-Louisville, BR971 would create 
an income tax exemption for the 
first year’s income for retired vet-
erans who remain in or immediate-
ly move to Kentucky upon retire-
ment. It requires permanent res-
idency in the state for at least the 
following three consecutive years.

“The reason he’s proposing it 
is a very valid reason,” said Rep. 
Jim DuPlessiss, R-Elizabethtown. 
“What we see are a lot of folks in 
the military that retire, especial-
ly at our southern post, tend to 
retire in Tennessee rather than 
Kentucky because Tennessee has 
no income tax. So if you’re retiring 
with military pension in Kentucky 
after about $32,000 starts income 
tax on that pension.”

Rep. Samara Heavrin, R-Leitch-
field, said the legislation is one 
step in helping retain military per-
sonnel that will add to Kentucky’s 
economy and workforce.

“We have 400 service men and 
women who retire each month 
from Kentucky bases, and I think 
it’s important that we retain these 
individuals,” she said. “They’re 
highly skilled and they help 
increase our workforce partici-
pation. We know that’s a real big 
issue in Kentucky right now.”

Rep. Nancy Tate, R-Branden-
burg, said military retirees also 
are educated, motivated and dis-
ciplined.

“We’re trying to encourage the 
armed service personnel to move 
to Kentucky,” she said. “Then 
whenever they retire, we want 
them to stay in Kentucky because 
of all the valuable qualities that 
they bring,” she said.

BY OJ STAPLETON
NEW ERA EDITOR

“I
t’s wonderful!” Judy Burton 
proclaimed through tears as 
she walked into her new home 

for the first time Wednesday afternoon.
She had lived in Mayfield until the 

tornado that ripped through the western 
Kentucky city destroyed her previous 
home.

In the weeks since then, the folks 
at Christian Care Communities of 
Hopkinsville, have gotten all the needed 
furnishings donated for Burton’s 
new home at the Friendship House 
apartments.

“She was in some affordable housing 
in Mayfield that took a direct hit,” said 
Christian Care CEO Mary Lynn Spalding 
said. “The owners of that property 
reached out to me personally and said 
that they might have some people that 
were displaced and asked if we could help 
out.”

Spalding said that she would help 
however she could and a few days later, 
she received a phone call from Mayfield.

“The lady on the other end was clearly 
distraught and said, ‘My name is Judy 
and they told me you could help me.’ And 
that was how the conversation started,” 
Spalding said.

Just three weeks later, Burton and 
her dog Blue, walked into their new 
apartment for the first time.

“She lost everything, but she has 
moved into a fully furnished home,” 
Spalding said. “And even if she 
determines more things that she needs 
— we’ve got people who are willing 
to step up. This is bigger than her or 
bigger than Christian Care, this is the 
whole Hopkinsville and Christian County 
community. This all came together in just 
three weeks. Everyone was happy to help. 
And we would hear things like, ‘We can’t 
do this for everyone, but we can certainly 
do it for this woman.’ ”

Burton was clearly thankful and happy 

for her new home Wednesday, but also 
needed her space, since she has been 
through a lot in recent weeks.

Spalding said that one of Burton’s 

neighbor’s lost their life during the 
tornado.

BY KELLY FARRELL
KFARRELL@PADUCAHSUN.COM

T
here are many traditions 
associated with New 
Year’s Eve and New 

Year’s Day — attending parties, 
champagne toasts, watching the 
ball drop, midnight kisses, “Auld 
Lang Syne,” fireworks displays, 
and eating black-eyed peas.

One of the oldest traditions is 
making a New Year’s resolution, 
as historians report that similar 
practices for a new year date back 
to ancient civilizations.

With each year, many people 
may resolve to lose weight, 

exercise more, drink more water, 
quit smoking, change jobs, read 
more, or reach another goal for 
“more” personal growth, but they 
don’t always stick to them long.

What’s a good way to follow 
through for 2022?

The Sun reached out to Paducah 
gym owners and mental health 
professionals for tips on doing 
just that, and it featured three key 

pieces of advice: be realistic, keep 
it simple and find an accountability 
partner to help you stay on target, 
if that’s possible.

“I think one thing that’s easy 
for people to get healthier in the 
new year is just making sure 
they’re consuming enough water, 
so that can be done by simply 

Bill proposes 
exemption 
for military 

retirees from 
income tax

COMING HOME 

AFTER THE STORM
Mayfield woman 
gets furnished 

apartment after 
surviving tornadoes

Photos by OJ Stapleton | KNE

Judy Burton (center) gets a hug from Christian Care employee Buffy Stroud, while Burton’s 
dog, Blue, gets a head pat from Christian Care CEO Mary Lynn Spalding. Burton moved 
into a newly furnished apartment Wednesday after her previous home in Mayfield was 
destroyed during the tornado earlier this month.

‘Keep it simple’ when it comes to New Year’s resolutions

Gabe Veazey, of North Carolina, lifts weights Thursday afternoon at  
Citizens Gym in downtown Paducah. He was visiting family in Paducah. 

Exercising or visiting a gym more is a common New Year’s resolution.

KELLY FARRELL | The Sun
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