
Today: Showers likely. High 81 low 69.

Thursday: T-storms likely. High 83 low 69.

Friday: Chance of t-storms. High 

86, low 70.

Saturday: Slight chance of 

showers. High 88.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

INSIDE: A time capsule from 1899 was found in the cornerstone of the old Masonic Lodge. See B1

BY CAROL NISWONGER

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

F
rom Oklahoma to 
North Carolina, 
Cherokee Riders 

were ready to gather — in 
2020 — and begin their 
annual journey along the 
Trail of Tears, known as 
“Remember the Removal.” 
It did not happen. It was 
such a disappointment to 
those who had dreamed 
of their participation and 
the ones who had led them 
along in their arduous 
training.

But in 2021, although 
their training was fraught 
with worry and questions as 
to whether or not it would 
actually happen or whether 
they would be disappointed 
again, it began in New 
Echota, Georgia, on May 
31. They gathered and rode 
not to complain or even call 
for justice, but to encourage 
the ones along the way to 

“remember” what happened 
and while a serious injustice 
can bring a group to 
despair and tragedy, it need 
not define who they will 
become.

On June 4, the group 
of cyclists crossed the 

state line from Port Royal, 
Tennessee, into Kentucky 
and last Saturday followed 
the Trail of Tears to the Trail 
of Tears Commemorative 
Park in Hopkinsville. 
After a brief welcome and 
respite from the trail, they 

continued their journey 
northward on Ky. 91 and 
spent some time at Big 
Springs Park, located in 
Princeton. Even though the 
Trail of Tears Association 

Remembering the removal
Cyclists 

retrace the 
Trail of Tears

By Cherokee Nation

A group of bicyclists stopped at Big Spring in Princeton as part of their ride along the Trail of 
Tears.

BY MATTHEW CARNERO MACIAS 

MMACIAS@HERLALDLEDGER.COM

The Princeton City Coun-
cil on Monday heard an audit 
presentation, conducted the 
first reading of the budget for 
the fiscal year 2021-2022, and 
approved the first reading of 
two ordinances.

Under new business, the 
council heard an audit presen-
tation for the fiscal year 2020-
2021 by Jessica K. Daniel CPA 
of Eddyville. It was accepted 
and filed.

Pr inceton ’s  to ta l  gov -
ernmental revenues were 
$4,619,012, an increase of 
more than $100,000 from last 
year.

Gover nmenta l  expens -
es increased by $768,062. 

City 
Council 
OKs first 
reading 

of budget

BY MATTHEW                     

CARNERO MACIAS 
MMACIAS@HERALDLEDGER.COM

On Christmas Day last year, 
a fire burned Michael Evan 
Young’s shop on South Darby 
Street. Three months later, he 
returned to rebuild his busi-
ness, Young’s Wrought Iron.

With the help of Danny 
Mitchell, Dave Brightwell, 
his grandfather, and Falder’s 
Farm, Home and Industr y 
Supply, Young had acquired 
the exper tise and suppor t 
before and during his recon-
struction phase to return to a 
clean slate, prime for redemp-
tion.

Young r eacted  to  the 
destruction of his shop much 
like he navigates society.

“If I break something I can 
fix it, and that’s nice because 
most things out there you 
can break to where it can’t be 
fixed,” Young said.

Starting his apprenticeship 
in 2016, Young had in mind 

that blacksmithing is the pro-
fession he’ll remain in for 
decades.

“I’ll weld the stuf f that 
nobody else wants to touch, 
like cast iron and bronze,” 
Young said.

His custom and specialty 
pieces are crafted to each cus-
tomer’s design and imagina-
tion.

Young attended West Ken-
tucky Community and Techni-
cal College to learn industrial 
maintenance and electricity, 
skills that proved to be invalu-
able for his shop rehabilita-
tion.

“It allows me to work alone. 
It’s a good outlet,” Young said.

Young spent eight years as 
a Marine infantr y machine 
gunner and instructed for 
four of those years. The expe-
rience emboldened him and 
forged personality traits con-
ducive for blacksmithing.

A f t e r  h i s  s h o p  w a s 
destroyed, he had to rebuild 

without insurance or loans. 
Young is grateful for the hap-
penstance circumstances 
because he owns his posses-
sions outright.

During the winter, Young 
co-worked at a colleague’s 
shop unt i l  he  regained 
financial stability and saved 
enough for reinvestment.

Young’s shop is nestled at 
the end of South Darby Street 
off of Varmintrace Road.

Young has arrived at a point 
in his career where an appren-
tice would be an asset. Own-
ing and operating his business 
has been a solo venture, but 
increased demand signals 
assistance.

Corbels, roses, gazebos, 
planters and repairs are all 
in Young’s wheelhouse. Over 
the years, he has established 
a reputation for delivering 
with quality and precision — 
repeat customers validate this.

In downtown Princeton, 

Blacksmith artist perseveres after fire, rebuilds business

Photo courtesy of Michael Evan Young

Princeton blacksmith artist Michael Evan Young has contributed 
several pieces to the city. Most of his pieces are commissioned by 
private clients — still growing. His welding and blacksmith 
apprenticeship began in 2016. In 2018, he started Young’s 
Wrought Iron.
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