
Today: Partly sunny. High 49, low 

35.

Sunday: Showers. High 51, low 40.

Monday: Partly sunny. High 59, 

low 44.

Tuesday: Showers likely. High 63, low 51.

Wednesday: Chance of showers. High 65, low 51.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

BY MASON BLANFORD
PAXTON MEDIA GROUP

The Princeton City Council unani-
mously approved Wednesday imple-
menting a low-interest loan program 
for small businesses.

The Revolving Loan Fund 
aims to fur ther incentivize 
Princeton, Mayor Dakota 
Young said, while also provid-
ing some much-needed relief 
in the wake of recent closures 
and economic stagnation with 
COVID-19.

“We need to make sure our 
businesses, all of our business-
es, are ready to reopen their 
doors on day one,” Young said in a 
written statement Monday. “Our small 
business owners invested in their 
community. Now, in their time of need, 
we stand ready to invest in them.”

The $250,000 Revolving Loan Fund 
will provide supplementar y loans 
for residents who can present fea-
sible business models — including 

other forms of equity and financing 
— for operation within city limits. 
Applicants must possess a business 
license and be non-delinquent on 
payments to the city.

Loans can finance land and 
building costs, maintenance, 
machiner y and equipment, 
and start-up capital. Every six 
months applicants will be mon-
itored by the board.

Young said the fund was 
grown thanks to “prudent, 
conservative financial steward-
ship” with revenue surpluses 
and unused budget appropri-
ations, although COVID-19 

necessitated a “re-imagining,” he told 
the Times Leader.

To that measure, an extra $150,000 
was added.

“We had intended to roll-out a rela-
tively straightforward revolving loan 
fund with an initial cap of $100,000 to 

BY DARYL K. TABOR
PAXTON MEDIA GROUP

Depending on your vantage 
point, how people in the area 
have reacted since the first 
case of COVID-
19 was identi-
fied in western 
Kentucky rang-
es from “crazy” 
to cautionary.

On Tuesday, 
s ta te  hea l th 
of ficials said 
the first diag-
nosis  of  the 
novel coronavirus west of 
Louisville was located in Lyon 
County. Since then, the out-
break that had infected more 
than 14,000 in the U.S. as of 
mid-day Friday is closing in.

Individual cases have also 
been identified the last two 
days in Calloway and Chris-
tian counties, adding to a 
growing list of nearby coun-
ties that includes Henderson, 
Daviess and Warren.

“Since the case has shown 
up here, I think I’ve seen 
people take more of a seri-
ous attitude toward the pan-
demic,” said Eddyville Mayor 
John Choat, pointing to the 
announcement that a 69-year-
old male in Lyon County had 
contracted the disease.

BY TIMES LEADER STAFF

Caldwell County is slated to 
receive $4.4 million under the state 
road budget passed by the House 
on Wednesday, state Rep. 
Lynn Bechler said. The road 
budget now goes to the Sen-
ate for its consideration.

“I am extremely pleased 
to share this news and glad 
that we were able to get 
these projects into the road 
budget. Ever y dollar we 
spend on roads and infra-
structure is an investment 
in our communities,” said Bechler, 
R-Marion.

The road plan includes improve-
ment to the condition of pavement 
on Interstate 69 in Caldwell County.

“Safe, reliable transportation is 
critical to public safety and quality 
of life. Our roads make it possible to 
move goods and people, as well as 
provide access to health care, edu-

cation, and entertainment,” Bechler 
said. “Roads bring communities 
together.”

Kentucky state road funds are 
raised through the motor 
fue ls  tax  — common-
ly called the gas tax — 
motor vehicle usage tax, 
vehicle and boat registra-
tion, motor vehicle oper-
ator’s licenses, tolls and 
interest.

Lawmakers are meeting 
for the final days of the 2020 
legislative session to finish 

work on several priority measures 
— including the road plan and the 
state budget.

Legislative leadership announced 
earlier this week that they believe 
the legislature must fulfill that obli-
gation to the people of Kentucky. 
However, they have put in place a 

BY MASON BLANFORD
PAXTON MEDIA GROUP

Caldwell County Hospital 
received a shipment of per-
sonal protective equipment 
Thursday from the Ken-
tucky Department of Pub-
lic Health to help limit the 
spread of COVID-19.

T h e  d e l i v e r e d  P P E 
includes N95 masks, gowns, 
gloves, and eye guards. 
Recipients will be emergen-
cy services, hospital staffers, 
assisted-living facilities and 
fire, law enforcement, jail 
and coroner’s office person-
nel.

“It should be enough to 
handle the problem if some-
thing really happens,” said 
Joey McCaslin, Caldwell 
emergency manager, adding 
further shipments would be 
possible if needed.

Of the 18 pallets delivered 
to the Pennyrile District, 
two pallets went to Caldwell 
County. The rest were dis-
tributed to other counties in 
the district based on popu-
lation.

“(All of our) morale is 
good,” McCaslin said, refer-
encing Caldwell’s health and 
first response sectors. “It’s 
just people worrying. … I 
want people to quit worry-
ing about what could happen 
and have a little faith.”

To that end, McCaslin 
noted the helicopters that 

regularly f ly from For t 
Campbell to the Prince-
ton-Caldwell County Air-
port. He said of community 
rumors that martial law was 
soon to be declared, “It’s all 
routine.”

“This is all just normal, 

regular training. … They 
have to be able to fly in all 
weather conditions,” he said.

At the Community Medi-
cal Clinic, Regional Practice 
Manager Michelle Marshall 
said morale was about the 
same — albeit with the clinic 

operating under increased 
caution.

“We’ve limited our staf f. 
We’ve had some issues get-
ting PPE but they’re work-
ing on that,” Marshall said.

Coronavirus protective 
equipment sent to county
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Muhlenberg County Emergency Management Director Keith Putnam and Deputy Director 
Genon Putnam help unload personal protective equipment sent to the Pennyrile District from 
the Kentucky Department of Public Health. Two pallets were sent to Caldwell County for emer-
gency management workers and first responders to use in response to the coronavirus.
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