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Weather Outlook
Today: Showers, storms. High winds. High 56, low 32

Tomorrow: Mostly sunny. High 49, low 36.

Monday: Partly sunny. High 54, low 43.

Tuesday: Chance of showers. High 62, low 44.

Wednesday: Showers, partly sunny. High 59, low 28.

America’s population drain from 
its small towns to her big cities of-
fers a host of headaches for the lead-
ers remaining in those shrinking 
communities, one of which is empty 
housing left to time and the ele-
ments to deteriorate. But the City of 
Princeton is stepping up to reverse 
the blight, or at least slow the decay.

The Princeton City Council has 
allocated $100,000 in the current 
fiscal year to address nuisance hous-
ing, working with owners to see that 
properties get cleaned up. And the 
city is prepared to do what it takes 
to get the job done, even if it means 
doing the work itself.

Mayor Kota Young said one of the 
biggest sources of dilapidated homes 
in the city is absentee owners. That 
may be family members from out of 
town who were left a property from 
a deceased relative or former resi-
dents who may have moved away 
and abandoned a home.

“It’s going to happen in any town 
that’s lost a thousand people over 
the last 30 years,” Young said. “Un-
fortunately, those people didn’t take 
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BY DARYL K. TABOR

For The Times Leader

DARYL K. TABOR / Times Leader

Two dilapidated homes on North Franklin Street in 
Princeton were razed this week as part of a city initiative to 
clean up blighted properties. Once completed, the lots will 
be sold to developers to create new housing and revitalize 
neighborhoods.
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These two adjacent homes on North Franklin Street in Princeton were 
razed this week as part of an effort to clean up blighted neighborhoods 
across the city.Please see HOME | A3

Pennyroyal 
earns grant 
to add more

services

A grant from the Kentucky De-
partment for Behavioral Health, 
Developmental and Intellectual 
Disabilities will help give birth to 
a project in Princeton that would 
offer a residential recovery home 
for those struggling with serious 
substance abuse issues.

Pennyroyal Center was recently 
awarded $300,000 from the de-
partment to expand treatment 
and recovery services to people 
with opioid use disorders. Pen-
nyroyal CEO Eric Embry said 
the Princeton project is part of a 
broader goal for the money.

“During the application pro-
cess, we had identified two hous-
ing properties we currently own 
that originally were utilized as 
staffed residences for individu-
als with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities,” said Embry, 
identifying one of those as being 
in Princeton. “The building is 
currently not being utilized and 
needs to be renovated. Our goal is 
to renovate the property and uti-
lize it for this project.”

The Pennyroyal Center is a non-
profit, community mental health 
center that provides person-
centered services in behavioral 
health, substance use and devel-
opmental and intellectual disabili-
ties for Caldwell, Lyon, Christian, 
Crittenden, Hopkins, Muhlen-
berg, Todd and Trigg counties.

“We have continued to hear 
from our community that hous-
ing options are limited for the 
individuals that we serve, spe-
cifically individuals transitioning 
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Please see PENNYROYAL | A3

A Princeton man was killed this week and his 
estranged spouse has been arrested for his mur-
der.

Princeton Police reported Matt Smothers, 43, 
died early Wednesday from injuries sustained 
when he was allegedly stabbed by his wife, Kim-
berly D. Smothers, 42, of Locust Street in Princ-
eton. He was transported by Caldwell EMS to 
Caldwell Medical Center, where he later died 
from his wounds.

Responding to a report of a stabbing in the al-
ley behind 114 Ratliff St., police found the man 
in the back yard of the home at that address just 
before 6 a.m. He had reportedly sustained a stab 
wound to the left leg.

According to a news release, a witness told re-
sponding officers that Matt Smothers’ estranged 
wife had shown up at the residence and an ar-
gument ensued. When the argument escalated, 
Kimberly Smothers’ reportedly pulled out a knife 
and stabbed the man. She then fled on foot.

Police report the suspect re-
turned to the scene around 6:45 
a.m. and was arrested. She was 
charged with murder and booked 
into Caldwell County Jail. On 
Thursday, she was appointed a 
public defender in Caldwell Dis-
trict Court and a not guilty plea 
was entered on her behalf. She 
remains jailed on a $500,000 
cash bond.

Caldwell County Attorney Roy Massey IV said 
a preliminary hearing for Kimbery Smothers is 
scheduled for 8:30 a.m. Monday. At that time, 
the court will determine if there is enough evi-
dence to turn over to a grand jury for a felony in-
dictment. Caldwell County Grand Jury is sched-
uled to convene Monday, and Massey believes 
jurors would hear the case on that date if, in fact, 
it is handed over to them.

It was unclear from the report if Matt Smoth-

Estranged wife blamed for man’s murder
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“We’re trying to clean up Princeton 
one house at a time, one street at a time.”

MAYOR KOTA YOUNG

K. Smothers

Please see ARREST | A2


