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Weather Outlook
Today: Sunny. High 86, low 66.
Tomorrow: Sunny. High 85, low 65.
Friday: Mostly sunny. High 89, low 70.
Saturday: Sunny. High 92, low 70.
Sunday: Mostly sunny. High 90, low 70.

Sing and Strings Music 
Academy is opening in down-
town Princeton.

Laura Fagin said she and 
her husband Shawn are both 
owners and instructors at the 
studio.

“I teach piano and voice 
lessons and Shawn teaches 
stringed instruments such as 
violin, viola and cello,” Fagin 
said.

She began taking piano les-
sons at the age of six.

“I was active in the band 
and chorus in High School 
and decided to make a career 
of music,” Fagin said. “I have 
a degree in Vocal and Piano 
Performance from George-
town College. “

Shawn began playing violin 
in 6th grade.

“He enjoyed the challenge 
enough to keep playing in 
orchestras and quartets on 
through high school,” Fagin 
said. “He also played viola 
with the Murray State Or-
chestra while attending class-
es there.”

They decided to open the 
studio because they think 
people in this community de-
serve an opportunity to expe-
rience making music.

“With the funding challeng-
es the public schools face, we 
see an opportunity to use our 

BY SARA HOWELL
showell@timesleader.net

The Fredonia Valley Parade took place on Friday, Aug. 
9. The grand marshals, clubs, organizations, politicians 
and members of the community rode through Fredonia on 
floats, cars, trucks and more. The community came out 
to enjoy the festivities and get candy the parade partici-
pants were throwing to the crowd. 

At left, Denny and Hannah Brasher were the Grand Mar-
shals for this year’s parade. 

Fredonia Valley Bank representatives (above) wave from 
their float in the parade.

Photos by Sara Howell 

The Caldwell County 
Band of Pride 

The Land Between the 
Lakes Area Team of Opera-
tion Christmas Child, a min-
istry of Samaritan’s Purse, 
would like to invite the public 
to a Shoebox Kick-Off  event 
on Saturday, Aug. 17 from 
9-10:30 a.m. at First Bap-
tist Church in Princeton. The 
meeting will be in chapel of 
the church, which is located at 
300 West Main Street.

Light refresh-
ments will be pro-
vided. A limited 
number of Op-
eration Christ-
mas Child shoe-
boxes will be 
available at no 
cost to those 
attending and 
door prizes will be awarded.

“We are excited and thrilled 
about the opportunity for the 
local communities to learn 
more about Operation Christ-
mas Child,” Ruth Gray, Land 
Between the Lakes arena team 
coordinator, said. “We will 
have some of our area team 
members talking about the 
various aspects of it. This is a 
great opportunity for church-
es and community members 
to learn more about this min-
istry of Samaritan’s Purse and 

become involved with it.”
Operation Christmas Child 

is a project of Samaritan’s 
Purse, an international Chris-
tian relief and evangelism or-
ganization headed by Frank-
lin Graham. The mission of 
Operation Christmas Child 
is to demonstrate God’s love 
in a tangible way to children 
in need around the world 
and, together with the local 

churches world-
wide, to share 
the Good News 

of Jesus Christ.
Since 1993, 

O p e r a t i o n 
Christmas Child 

has collected and 
delivered more than 

168 million gift-fi lled 
shoeboxes to children 

in more than 160 countries 
and territories. For many of 
these children, the gift-fi lled 
shoebox is the fi rst gift they 
have ever received. For more 
information about Operation 
Christmas Child, including 
how to pack a box and what 
to include and not to include, 
please visit www.samaritans-
purse.org/what-wedo/opera-
tion-christmas-child/.

For more information, 
please contact Ruth Gray at 
ruthgray8028@gmail.com. 

Staff Report

Operation Christmas 
Child to hold event

Senior group takes trip to Nashville
Photos courtesy of George Kilgore

The group at the Grand Ole Opry House.

The Senior Adult group at the concert. 

The Senior Adult Ministry of 
Princeton First Baptist Church 
recently made an overnight 
trip to Nashville. The group of 
46 went to the Grand Ole Opry 
and saw The Gatlin Brothers, 
Craig Morgan, Chris Jamson, 
Mark Willis, Joe Diffi  e, Kelsea 
Ballerini, Vince Gill and Luke 
Combs in concert.

They spent the night at The 
Opryland Hotel and went shop-
ping at the Cool Springs Mall 
the next day before returning 
home. They regularly have ac-

Staff Report

Please see TRIP | A2

Sing &
Strings
Music academy 
holding open 

house Saturday

Please see ACADEMY | A3

the church, which is located at 
300 West Main Street.

Light refresh-
ments will be pro-
vided. A limited 
number of Op-
eration Christ-
mas Child shoe-

door prizes will be awarded.

and, together with the local 

has collected and 
delivered more than 

168 million gift-fi lled 
shoeboxes to children 

in more than 160 countries 


