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FRIDAY FOOTBALL: CARDINALS HALT TILGHMAN, WIN 16TH STRAIGHT B1

BY KELLY FARRELL
KFARRELL@PADUCAHSUN.COM

The job market is constant-
ly watched, whether you’re 
unemployed looking for a 
job, you’re employed and 
looking for another job, or 
you’re an employer looking 
for experienced, dependable 
workers to hire.

As Labor Day nears, the 
holiday arrives this year with 
the expiration of several fed-
eral pandemic unemploy-
ment insurance programs, 
and reinforces scrutiny on 
jobs. The Kentucky Labor 
Cabinet is encouraging peo-
ple who need help finding 
work, or career services, to 

contact a Kentucky Career 
Center. Job fairs are also tak-
ing place and hiring signs 
are visible at many business-
es.

According to  the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
the U.S. added 235,000 jobs 
in August, and the unem-
ployment rate decreased by 

0.2% to 5.2%.
On Friday, a bureau news 

release indicated notable job 
gains were in “professional 
and business services, trans-
portation and warehousing, 
private education, manufac-
turing and other ser vices,” 
while retai l  employment 
declined.

Meanwhile, the Kentucky 
Center for Statistics reported 
last month that McCracken 
County’s unemployment rate 
(not seasonally adjusted) 
was 5.2% for July. The over-
all state’s seasonally adjusted 
rate was 4.4% in July.

Job fair set to connect workers, employers

BY JAMES TURNER
JTURNER@MAYFIELD-MESSENGER.

COM

MAYFIELD — The 
Emergency Medical 
T e c h n i c i a n 
(EMT) Course 
a t  t h e  M a y -
field-Graves Area 
Technology Cen-
ter is doing well 
with more than 
a  dozen  h igh 
school students 
learning career 
building skills, 
par t icularly in 
the medical field, said 
Mayfield Fire Chief and 
Emergency Medical Ser-

vice (EMS) Director Jer-
emy Creason.

“The class is going 
good so far. The stu-
dents have been ver y 

a t t e n t i v e  a n d 
we are covering 
materials ver y 
quickly,” Crea-
son said. “The 
first section of 
the book is fair-
ly dry, so every-
one  (s tudents 
and instructors) 
is looking for-

ward to getting into the 

MFD chief: EMT 
class laying good 

foundation

JAMES TURNER | The Mayfield Messenger

At the front of the class, Mayfield Fire Department 
Training Officer Mike Rowland (left) and Assistant 
Chief Darin French begin Tuesday’s instruction at the 
Mayfield-Graves Area Technology Center.

Jeremy 
Creason

HANNAH SAAD | The Sun

Joe Johnson, an employee with Mid-America Conversion Services volunteering his time with United Way, 
helps put together a back porch on a house on 12th Street. More than 400 volunteers worked with Unit-
ed Way’s annual “Project United” Friday and helped with 55 projects throughout the community. Volun-
teers did tasks like painting, power washing, yard work and building for various organizations.

United Way volunteers 
complete 55 projects

BY MATTHEW        
CARNERO MACIAS 

MMACIAS@HERALDLEDGER.COM

PRINCETON — Adult 
education opportunities 
at the Kentucky Skills U 
office at the Violet Loop 
Housing Authority of 
Princeton enable tenants 
and Caldwell County resi-
dents to attain educational 
goals and improve liveli-
hoods.

Adult Education Spe-
cialist II Dorothy Rob-
ison Cates prepares her 

students to take the High 
School  Equivalency, 
sometimes referred to 
as a GED. She has been 
coordinating and teaching 
at Violet Loop since 2015.

A component of the 
Kentucky Education and 
Workforce Development 
Cabinet, Skills U is a free 
education program that 
is available to any eligi-
ble Kentucky resident.

Adult education 
opportunities 

empower community

BY HANNAH SAAD
HSAAD@PADUCAHSUN.COM

Resources are available for 
pregnant women in the commu-
nity who need financial support 
during their pregnancy and 
once the baby is born.

Expecting mothers can apply 
for some government programs 
through the Purchase Area 
Health Department. Programs 
include WIC, which provides 
nutritional support to women, 
infants and children younger 
than 5.

A prescreening tool for WIC 
in Kentucky is available online. 
The health depar tment also 
offers the Health Access Nur-
turing Development Services 
(HANDS) program, a voluntary 
home visitation program for 
parents and families that pro-
vides information on prenatal 
care, nutrition, safety and child 
development. Families should 
enroll in this program before a 
child is 3 months old, according 

to the Purchase District Health 
Department website.

Nicole Farley, executive 
director of Hope Unlimited, a 
nonprofit, Christian organiza-
tion with offices in Paducah and 

Metropolis, Illinois, helps pro-
vide services to lower-income 
parents who need suppor t 
during their pregnancy.

Resources, financial assistance 
available for expecting, new mothers

HANNAH SAAD | The Sun

Sydney Kuiper, RN, and Kim Coram, an international board certified 
lactation consultant, offer support to new mothers at Baptist Health 
Paducah.
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