
A lunchtime collision in a parking 
lot Thursday left a portion of Princ-
eton without power.

The incident occurred just before 
12:30 p.m.

Princeton Police Chief Chris King 
said an Estes Express Lines tractor-
trailer driven by Casey L. Riggs, 35, 
of Benton was attempting to leave 
the parking lot behind the law of-
fi ce of Vance Cook at 120 E. Main 
St. when it struck low-hanging util-

ity lines. The tension on the wires 
snapped a utility pole supporting the 
lines and a transformer, causing it to 
fall onto a parked Phelps Electric 
service truck.

The owner, Austin L. Phelps, 27, 
of Princeton was inside the vehicle 
at the time, but was able to escape 
before the transformer burst into 
fl ames. The pickup sustained heavy 
damage to the front end from the 
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Weather Outlook
Today: Rain, chance of t-storms. High 43, low 33.
Tomorrow: Mostly cloudy. High 38, low 13.
Friday: Sunny. High 30, low 22.
Saturday: Partly sunny. High 46, low 36.
Sunday: Partly sunny. High 53, low 42.

The emergence of a potentially dead-
ly respiratory virus has prompted in-
creased concern in the global health 
community. And close to home, Caldwell 
Medical Center in Princeton is taking 
steps to address potential concerns with 
the novel coronavirus.

Known by health experts as the 
2019-nCoVm, the coronavirus appears 
to have originated in Wuhan, China, 
late last year and has spread across 
the world’s most populous nation and 
around the globe to 28 countries. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) reports more than a dozen 
confi rmed cases in six states, includ-
ing Illinois. The death toll in China has 

surpassed 1,000, though no deaths had 
been reported in the U.S. at press time.

Caldwell Medical Center is taking 
steps to coordinate with the Kentucky 
Department of Health offi  ces to ensure 
that the local hospital is prepared in the 
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WCA Waste announced a new 
trash pick-up schedule that will begin 
next week.

Magistrate Jeff  Simms, who also 
serves as the municipal account 
manager of WCA Waste, announced 
the upcoming changes at Tuesday’s 
Caldwell Fiscal Court meeting.

“It’s an opportunity to provide bet-
ter service,” he told the Times Leader, 
adding that the routing is driven by 
Global Positioning System (GPS). 
“We’ve been working on this for sev-
eral months. It’s the fi rst time that a 
trash company has undertaken this in 
Princeton.

“We’re just trying to improve our 
pickup ability and using the locating 
features to do so.”

Simms said that the cost for trash 
pickup and billing will not change, 
as the Princeton Electric Plant Board 
will continue to handle billing duties.

“We will have extra trucks and staff  
stationed the fi rst couple of weeks of 
the new days for any problems that 
occur,” he said.

Those with questions about the 
new scheduling can call 270-365-
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During a recent nursing skills fair, 
Caldwell Medical Center Infection Pre-
ventionist Mandy Smiley (third from 
left) demonstrates  with various mem-
bers of the medical team the  prop-
er use of the hospital’s  new MAXAIR 
CAPR respirators utilized to protect 
staff from contagens like the corona-
virus.

Hospital taking coronavirus precautions

Staff report
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CIVILIAN OF 
THE YEAR

Contributed photo

Princeton native Fred Williams (right) accepts his 2019 Civilian of the 
Year award from Brig. Gen. Allan Pepin, the commanding general for 
U.S. Army Special Operations Aviation Command, on Jan. 6 in a cer-
emony at Fort Bragg, N.C.
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A tractor-trailer 
snagged ut i l i t y 
lines in a Princ-
eton parking lot 
Thursday, snap -
ping a pole hold-
ing a transformer. 
The incident left 
downtown without 
power for about 
an hour around 
luncht ime and 
severly damaged 
a vehicle impact-
ed by the downed 
transformer.

Parking lot incident cuts power
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Princeton native Fred Wil-
liams was named the 2019 Ci-
vilian of the Year by the U.S. 
Army Special Operations Avia-
tion Command, receiving his 
award Jan. 6 at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina.

Williams was named the Ci-
vilian of the Year for employees 
in the GS-12 paygrade level or 
lower. Laura Gates, deputy di-
rector of the USASOAC comp-
troller offi  ce, was named the Ci-
vilian of the Year for those in the 
GS-13 paygrade level or higher.

Williams is assigned to the 
command’s headquarters at Fort 
Bragg, but works at Fort Camp-
bell. He is the deputy director for 
the USASOAC engineer offi  ce. 
He joined the civil service after 
retiring from a 20-year career as 
a U.S. Air Force major and engi-
neer offi  cer. Since then, he has 
spent 18 years in the federal civil 
service, with his last two years at 
USASOAC.
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Princeton native 
receives honor
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