
Today: Slight chance of rain High 62, low 45.
Thursday: Sunny. High 68, low 44.

Friday: Sunny. High 68, low 44.
Saturday: Slight chance of rain. 
High 55, low 35.
Sunday: Slight chance of rain. 
High 54, low 32.
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The Dollar General on Marion Road in Fredonia has partnered with Fredonia Baptist Church again to host a community toy 
drive. Puzzles and board game donations are preferred. Donations are accepted through Dec. 15. “We’re proud to help make the 
holidays a bit brighter for the community we’re proud to call home and appreciate customers joining us in our mission of serv-
ing others,” said Dollar General District Manager Shawna Bennett.

Shop, donate during community toy drive

BY SUSAN FOX
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Whether you farm 10 or 
10,000 acres, it is important 
to have a plan in place in the 
event that you die or are no 
longer able to farm. Mak-
ing an estate plan ensures a 
smoother farm transition and 
that your wishes are followed.

It can also save your fami-
ly time, money and emotion-
al stress compared to if you 
were to die without a plan in 
place. The following is advice 
from Steve Isaacs, UK Agri-
cultural Economist, Nichole 
Huff, Extension Specialist for 
Family Finance and Resource 
Management and Jennifer 
Hunter, Assistant Director of 
Family and Consumer Scienc-
es Extension.

Research shows only 32.9% 
of Americans have a will. 
Even though the average age 
of American farmers is 59.4 
years, only one-third of farm-
ers have identified their suc-
cessor.

To star t planning your 
estate, you need to determine 
what you want to transfer, 
their monetar y values and 
your beneficiaries.

There is a lot to consider 
before deciding to transfer 
anything. Transferable things 
include tangible and intangi-
ble assets, management, and 
leadership. Make a list of 
these.

Know your current finan-
cial situation. Determine your 
net wor th by listing all of 
your assets and subtracting 
your liabilities. You also need 
to determine whether your 
farm is profitable. Calculate 
your operation’s net income 
to determine if the farm would 
support one or multiple fami-
lies and what their anticipated 
standard of living might be.

Determine who you want 
to transfer your things to and 
the goals for your estate. This 
may include one or more peo-
ple. For example, you may 
want one person to receive 
your estate but transfer your 
business to another. You will 
need to also consider if your 
estate could provide for a sur-
viving spouse (if applicable) 
and any minor children.

Gather impor tant docu-
ments. These include a list of 
assets, net worth, birth cer-
tificate, marriage certificate 
(if married), car titles, bank 
account records, stock certif-
icates, property deeds, earn-
ing records, personal and 
business tax returns, property 
records, proper ty improve-
ments and insurance policies. 
Keep these documents in a 
secure place that your heirs 

Estate 
planning 

urged
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The justice-involved popu-
lation in western Kentucky 
now have access to a re-en-
try digital toolbox, part of a 
McCracken County Public 
Library program funded by 
the American Dream Litera-
cy Initiative.

The library’s $5,000 grant 
award is funded by the Dol-
lar General Literacy Foun-
dation and the American 
Library Association, accord-
ing to an ALA news release. 
It’s one of 16 public libraries 
selected to participate in the 
literacy initiative.

“Funded projects allow 
libraries to develop collec-
tions, add new services or 
programs, or expand exist-
ing services or programs for 
adult learners,” ALA officials 
said in the news release.

The l ibrar y  r ecent ly 
announced re-entr y tool-
boxes are available for res-
idents in Ballard, Caldwell, 
Calloway, Carlisle, Christian, 
Crittenden, Fulton, Graves, 
Hickman, Livingston, Lyon, 
Marshall,  Trigg, Union, 
Webster, and McCracken 
counties.

The re-entry digital tool-
box contains a laptop, a WiFi 

Local libraries provide digital 
resources, devices upon re-entry

Photo courtesy of the McCracken County Public Library

The McCracken County Public Library is giving residents access 
to a phone and computer resources as part of the American 
Dream Literacy Initiative. The re-entry digital toolbox can be 
checked out for one month. Residents from surrounding coun-
ties can visit the library in Paducah and register for a card.
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Princeton businesses dis-
pelled apprehensions and saw 
commerce return to normal 
during the second consecu-
tive Black Friday and Small 
Business Saturday during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Sam Bartolotti, the owner 

of Bella Marie Boutique, saw 
nearly 50 shoppers wait out-
side her store Friday morning 
for Black Friday sales.

“As far as this weekend, I 
could not have asked for a 
better weekend,” Bartolotti 
said.

She  no ted  shopp ing 
appears to be returning to 
normal, however, revenue 

has slightly declined since the 
onset of the pandemic.

The United States Postal 
Service rates have increased 
nationally, which impacts her 
delivery methods. She said 
she wants to continue using 
the local post office to ship 
and receive products.

“After the world kind of 
opened back up, our prices 

have gone up, especially in 
the last six months,” Bartolot-
ti said.

Although there has been a 
substantial increase in ship-
ping costs, the online compo-
nent of her store continues to 
grow, accounting for roughly 
have of revenue.

Princeton businesses see shoppers returning
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