
Today: Chance of showers. High 62, low 51.
Sunday: Showers likely. High 58, low 36.
Monday: Mostly sunny. High 52, low 35.

Tuesday: Mostly cloudy. High 
58, low 18.
Wednesday: Chance of 
showers. High 61, low 43.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

Gov. Andy Beshear on 
Wednesday announced several 
guidelines for schools, restau-

rants and busi-
nesses follow-
ing a surge in 
the number of 
COVID-19 cases 
statewide and an 
extended peri-
od where more 
than 80% of the 
state’s 120 coun-
ties has been 
listed at the red 

level of COVID-19 incidence.
Middle and high schools’ 

instruction will be totally virtual 
or at-home beginning Monday 
with the possibility of reopening 
for in-school instruction on Jan. 
4. Elementary schools — includ-
ing Caldwell County Primary 
School — will have at-home 
instruction starting Monday 
with the possibility of reopening 
for in-school instruction on Dec. 
7.

That is dependent on those 
schools’ counties being out of 
the red level of incidence rate.

The red level indicates more 
than 25 new cases per 100,000 
people over the previous seven 
days. Thursday’s incidence rate 
map released by the Kentucky 
Cabinet for Health and Family 
Services shows 112 counties at 
that level, or 93.3% of all Ken-
tucky counties.

Caldwell County — which has 
been at the red level since Oct. 
28 — was listed at 59.4 cases per 
100,000 people.

Kentucky repor ted 2,753 
new confirmed cases and 15 
virus-related deaths Wednesday. 
A 15-year-old-girl from Ballard 
County with “some pre-exist-
ing conditions” died earlier this 
week. The Bluegrass state’s five 
highest daily totals since the 
beginning of the pandemic have 
all been in the past week.

Caldwell County Interim 
Superintendent Heath Cart-
wright said while the in-school 
shutdown was disappointing,

“Unfor tunately, we were 
seeing positive trends in our 
schools,” he said. “With the 
number of positive cases and 
quarantines, we were seeing 
a significant decline. But, we 

Schools 
statewide 

to return to 
all-virtual 

instruction

Heath 
Cartwright

BY PIPER HUDSPETH BLACKBURN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOUISVILLE — Bidding to slow 
surging coronavirus cases and 
deaths in Kentucky, Gov. Andy 
Beshear announced new restric-
tions Wednesday on in-person 
gatherings at restaurants, schools 
and event venues.

“I don’t take this lightly — I 
know this will cause some more 
harm out there,” the Democrat-
ic governor said in a emotional 
appeal to the state’s residents to 
help curb the onslaught of cases. 
“We cannot continue to let this 
third wave devastate our families.”

Starting Friday and continuing 
through Dec. 13, private indoor 

gatherings will be to limited to two 
households, with a maximum of 
eight people.

While bars and restaurants 
will no longer be open to indoor 
service starting Friday, they are 
allowed to continue curb-side pick-
up, delivery, and outdoor dining. 
Beshear also announced that the 
state has set aside $40 million in 
CARES Act funding for bars and 
restaurants impacted by the new 
restrictions.

Event venue spaces will be lim-
ited to 25 people. Gym capacity 
will be lowered to 33% and group 
classes, while team practices and 

Beshear issues new rules as cases, deaths surge

Timothy D. Easley | AP

Gov. Andy Beshear addresses the media on Sept. 23 
at the Kentucky State Capitol in Frankfort. Beshear on 
Wednesday announced new restrictions on in-person 
gatherings at restaurants, schools and event venues.

BY TIMES LEADER STAFF

Caldwell County reported 
its first COVID-related deaths 
on Wednesday and Thursday, 
and has 102 active cases as of 
Friday afternoon.

According to the Pennyrile 
District Health Department 
(PDHD), a 75-year-old man 
reportedly died on Wednes-
day, while another 75-year-old 
man and a 70-year-old man 
died on Thursday with rela-
tion to COVID-19.

A 77-year-old woman from 
L yon County also died on 

Wednesday with relation to 
COVID-19.

The PDHD reported on Fri-
day that Caldwell County has 
had 485 cases of COVID-19 
reported since the pandemic 
began in March. The county 
has had 380 recoveries and 
three deaths, leaving 102 
active cases. Of those, 98 are 
recovering at home, with four 
of them recovering in a hos-
pital.

On Nov. 13, the PDHD 
reported that Caldwell County 
had 83 active cases.

From Nov. 13 through 
Thursday, Caldwell County 
has had 82 reported cases of 
COVID-19, with 49 of those 
being women.

Earlier in the week, there 
was a growing trend of the 
elderly — those 60 or older 
— to have COVID-19, but that 
trend has abated at the end of 
this week.

From Sunday through 
Tuesday, 33 of the 37 cases 
reported were 60 or older. On 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
only six of the 28 cases were 

of that age.
Thursday’s incidence rate 

map of Kentucky was grim, 
showing 112 of the state’s 120 
counties (93.3%) at the red or 
critical level.

The Kentucky Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services 
takes information garnered by 
the Kentucky Department for 
Public Health and categoriz-
es each county based on the 
number of newly repor ted 
COVID-19 cases over the pre-
vious seven days, the assigns 
it a number based on the num-

ber of cases in the county per 
100,000 people.

Those listed at the red or 
critical level have had more 
than 25 cases per 100,000 
people. The orange or accel-
erated level indicates 10 to 
25 cases per 100,000 people, 
while the yellow or communi-
ty spread level shows 1 to 10 
cases per 100,000 people and 
the green or on track level 
shows less than 1 case per 
100,000 people.

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

Caldwell Medical Center continues 
its free drive-thru COVID-19 testing at 
4 p.m. weekdays and announced its holi-
day hours for those wanting to be tested.

COVID-19 testing will not be available 
on Nov. 26 and 27, Dec. 24 and 25 and 
Jan. 1. Testing will be available starting at 
2 p.m. on Wednesday as well as on Dec. 
23 and Dec. 31.

CMC infection preventionist Mandy 
Smiley said those wanting to have a 
COVID-19 test should make an appoint-
ment by calling 270-365-0428.

“We require an appointment; you must 
be registered,” she said. “We’ve seen 
a lot of folks that show up who say, ‘I 
thought we could just come out there 
and get tested,’ but there’s a lot of pieces 
that go into getting these folks ready to 
be tested and the process that we have to 

do as an organization.
“If we didn’t have them registered, it 

would take a whole lot longer and be a 
much more convoluted process when 
they show up here at the hospital to be 
tested.”

The cost of the test is covered by insur-
ance, and Smiley said most people get 
the results within a couple of hours.

Free testing continues at CMC

DAVID B. SNOW | Times Leader

Registered nurse Emily Robinson (foreground) uses hand sanitizer between COVID-19 testings as infection preventionist Mandy 
Smiley (left) and pharmacy technician Macey Felker prepare to take more tests Thursday at the Caldwell Medical Center. The 
CMC will continue its free drive-thru testing at 4 p.m. weekdays.

SEE CMC/PAGE A2

SEE SCHOOLS/PAGE A2 SEE RULES/PAGE A2

112 of state’s 120 counties show red for virus incidence
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