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T
he City of Owensboro has 
officially been designated 
the “Bluegrass Capital 

of the World” after more than 
a year of effort by the city and 
the Bluegrass Hall of Fame and 
Museum.

Mayor Tom Watson officially 
signed the proclamation 
permanently linking Owensboro and 
bluegrass music during a ceremony 

Friday afternoon at the Bluegrass 
Hall of Fame and Museum.

“About 15 months ago we started 
talking about this idea, and it has 
taken a little while to get it to this 
point, but we are here today to 
declare the City of Owensboro as 
the Bluegrass Music Capital of the 
World,” Watson said during the 
event.

Watson called Chris Joslin, 
museum executive director, to 
the stage and asked him to turn 

around so he could officially sign 
the proclamation on his back, telling 
him, “a lot of this is going to be on 
your back.”

“The idea is to create a 
sustainable structure and utilize 
our bluegrass music presence to 
build out economic development 
opportunities and increase tourism,” 
Watson said. “In short, attract new 
businesses that manufacture or 
provide services that are consumed 
outside our community connected to 
bluegrass music and attract people 
to Owensboro, the epicenter of 
bluegrass music.”

‘Bluegrass Capital of the World’
Mayor Watson signs proclamation 

permanently linking city with music
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Owensboro Mayor Tom Watson uses the back of Bluegrass 
Music Hall of Fame & Museum executive director Chris Jos-
lin to sign a proclamation on Friday declaring Owensboro 
as the Bluegrass Music Capital of the World.
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Governor Andy Beshear was 
in Hopkins County Wednesday 
evening to present two large 
checks for the 
city of Nor ton-
ville and the city 
of Morton’s Gap.

The first check, 
in the amount of 
$125,000, was a 
Land and Water 
C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Fund grant for the 
city of Nortonville 
to make improvements to their 
park and soccer complex. This 
award was announced in March 
and was finally presented to city 
officials.

The second check, in the 
amount of $109,000, which was 
awarded to Morton’s Gap Water 
District to extend their water 
lines to White City Road. Exten-
sion of the water system rehabili-
tation, funded by the Clean Water 
Program, will provide six house-
holds with clean drinking water, 
who have never had this before.

“I appreciate the legislatures 
for coming together on this proj-
ect,” Governor Andy Beshear. 
“We have a duty to invest in 
every part of the commonwealth, 
and none of this would be pos-
sible without the county judge, 
mayor, council members and 
magistrates. We have to break 
down barriers and decide how to 
move forward. The PADD (Pen-
nyrile Area Development Dis-
trict) has also played a huge part 
of these projects.”

Some more good news for 
Hopkins County comes in the 
area of infrastructure. The trans-
portation cabinet will receive dis-
cretionary dollars to resurface 
five roads in town. The roadways 
are critical for life, whether it is 
going to work, church, or taking 
your family out to dinner.

Beshear 
brings good 

news to 
Hopkins 
County

Gov. Andy 
Beshear

BY HANNAH SAAD
HSAAD@PADUCAHSUN.COM

The who’s-who of Purchase 
Area and Kentucky politics 
gathered Wednesday to break 
ground on Barkley Regional 
Airport’s new terminal project.

Sen.  Mitch McConnel l , 
R-Ky., U.S. Rep. James Comer, 
R-Ky., and Gov. Andy Beshear 
were on hand with Paducah 
and McCracken County elect-
ed of ficials to commemorate 
efforts of securing funding for 
Barkley’s new terminal site.

McConnell said breaking 
ground on this new terminal 
site, located about a mile from 
the current terminal, is a “glori-

ous accomplishment.”
“We all know Paducah is the 

inland waterways capital of the 
countr y… We know there’s 
great rail transpor tation. So 
this is the other transportation 
we need,” McConnell said.

The projected cost of the 
terminal is $42 million and is 
expected to be completed in 
spring of 2023, per previous 
Sun reports. The majority of 
the funds came from federal 
grants, with state and local 
government funding round-
ing out the total. Speakers at 
the groundbreaking credited 

Barkley Regional Airport hosts 
groundbreaking for terminal project
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Local, state and federal politicians joined Barkley Regional Airport staff in a groundbreaking ceremony at the airport’s new terminal site on 
Wednesday. From left to right: Kentucky Department of Aviation Commissioner Mark Carter, Assistant Manager for Federal Aviation Admin-
istration Duane Johnson, Paducah Mayor George Bray, McCracken County Judge-Executive Craig Clymer, Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear, Sen. 
Mitch McConnell, U.S. Rep. James Comer, Jay Matheny, chairman of Barkley Regional Airport Authority, Dr. Anton Reece, chairman, Paducah 
Area Chamber of Commerce Board and Dennis Rouleau, Barkley Regional Airport executive director.

U.S. Rep. James Comer and Sen. Mitch McConnell listen to Gov. Andy 
Beshear speak about the importance of Barkley Regional Airport’s 
new terminal at a groundbreaking ceremony on Wednesday.
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Red Hill Cutlery in partnership 
with the Patton Museum Foun-
dation is unveiling a uniquely 
local collector’s item beginning 
next week.

Made from wood flooring 
reclaimed from the World War II 
barracks on display at the Gen. 
George Patton Museum in Fort 
Knox, a special edition Bowie 

knife went on sale Tuesday at 
the knife store in Radcliff.

Store co-owner Josh Basham 
said, adding all so far have been 
pocketknives. “This is the first 
time we’ve ever made a facto-
ry production run fixed blade 
Bowie with a leather sheath.”

With sales of the knife benefit-
ting the Patton Museum Foun-
dation, the 14.5 inch knife is sold 
with a leather sheath featuring 

the combat field memorial and a 
certificate of authentication.

“It’s pretty special because it 
actually has a bigger chunk of 
the wood than the pocketknives 
would have,” Basham said.

The handle is about 4.25 inch-
es and features finger grooves, 
has a picture of the barracks on 
the side, and three stars with 
World War II, Korea and Viet-
nam next to each representing 
the era of soldiers who lived in 
the barracks.

The blade reads “1941 WWII 
Barracks Fort Knox, Kentucky.”

Knife store creation to benefit Patton Museum Foundation

Red Hill Cutlery co-owner Josh Basham, left, and Patton Museum Foun-
dation board member Mike Weaver showcase a special edition Bowie 
knife the store is selling exclusively as a benefit for the foundation.
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