
Today: Morning storms. High 84, low 68.

Sunday: Scattered storms. High 87, low 67.

Monday: Morning storms. High 89, low 

69.

Tuesday: Isolated storms. High 85, low 69.

Wednesday: Scattered storms. High 84, 

low 69.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

BY DAVE THOMPSON

TIMES LEADER

Drive-by visitations, small, inti-
mate services, video messages and 
online streaming of funerals.

Amid months of social distancing 
and government-mandated shut-
downs, death in the time of COVID-
19 has meant mourners not only 
deal with the loss of a loved one but 
also the loss of some support and 
affection, at least in person.

Jenna Wainer, co-owner of Mor-
gan’s Funeral Home in Princeton, 
said some families going through 
grief have felt “kind of lost” in nav-
igating their goodbyes without 
friends and extended family.

“Our main priority is making 
sure that the families get the clo-
sure and the goodbye that they 
need,” she said.

Hugs and handshakes and large 
ceremonies have been replaced 
by socially distant and more pri-
vate expressions of sympathy, but 
Gov. Andy Beshear allowed funer-
al homes to reopen at a reduced 
capacity Wednesday, and some 
facilities held their first in-person 
visitations in months.

Wainer said that during the 
reopening, staff will continue to pro-
vide as much safety and distancing 
as possible, to protect the health of 
mourners, but said it’s been hard 
for her personally not to be able to 
give any physical affection or reas-
surance to those grieving.

Funeral 
services 
resume  
— with 

limitations

BY TIMES LEADER STAFF

Due to public safety concerns 
related to COVID-19, the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars and Ameri-
can Legion will host a shor tened 

Memorial Day commemorative ser-
vice this year.

The service will begin at 11:15 a.m. 
Monday at the Caldwell County 
Courthouse, and will be limited to a 
prayer, laying a wreath, firing a salute 
to veterans and playing “Taps,” while 
the nation’s flag is lowered to half-
mast. Anyone attending is reminded 
to maintain social distancing and is 
requested to wear a mask.

Richard Faughn, VFW Post 5595 

commander, said, “It is with a heavy 
heart that we have to announce that 
we will not be able to place flags at 
veterans’ graves throughout the coun-
ty this Memorial Day.

“We are planning to place flags in 
cemeteries at a later date if at all pos-
sible. In the meantime, we encour-
age family members and friends to 
individually place flags on the graves 
of loved ones. Thank you for the sup-
port and God bless all.”

Memorial Day service to 
be shortened amid virus 

DARYL K. TABOR / Times Leader

Commander Bob Chaplin (right) and Mike Jamieson of American Legion Post 68 in Kuttawa install two of the 120 flags erect-
ed in Eddyville City Park on Thursday morning for the post’s sixth annual Flags of Honor dedication. Princeton VFW Post 
5595 and Legion Post 68 will host a joint Memorial Day service at 11:15 a.m. Monday at the Caldwell County Courthouse fol-
lowing a 10 a.m. service at Veterans Plaza at Lyon County Judicial Center. The Princeton service will be a brief ceremony.

BY MASON BLANFORD

TIMES LEADER

Retail stores returned to busi-
ness Wednesday and restaurants 
Friday, the beginning of Kentucky 
— and Princeton’s — attempt at get-
ting back to something 
resembling normalcy in 
the era of COVID-19.

The openings were the 
next step in Gov. Andy 
Beshear’s multi-phase 
plan to reopen business-
es to in-person and sit-
down customer traffic.

The Princeton-Cald-
well Chamber of Commerce has 
of fered a roadmap for consumers 
to help mend the economy after 
pandemic closures crippled small 
employers for two months.

Executive Director Chad Oli-
ver  sa id  res idents  can v is i t  
princetonkychamber.org and the 
“business directory” tab for a list 
of stores and restaurants where 
a dollar spent can be a dollar 

earned for the community.
“We just want everybody to come 

out and shop local, support local, 
and ease into this because things 
are going to be dif ferent,” Oliver 
said, adding each business could 

have “minor changes” 
from before.

It’s the closest return 
to routine yet for Prince-
ton, which has strived in 
recent years to make its 
Main Street a commer-
cial and social hub.

But right now busi-
nesses can’t exceed 33% 

capacity, and masks will remain a 
common sight.

“We hope ever ybody will just 
be patient going forward,” Oliver 
said. “It won’t go back to a normal 
situation yet, but we can support 
our business and economy and get 
this community back to thriving.”

Mayor Kota Young added his sup-
port to the Chamber on Wednes-
day on his official Facebook page, 

encouraging people to “come out 
and #supportlocal.”

“By doing so you are not only just 
supporting one business, you are 
suppor ting our entire communi-
ty and ensuring that there will be 
future viability and opportunities 
for the next generation,” the mayor 
wrote.

Gather on Main owner Cathy 
Lewis said her new restaurant was 
abuzz with reopening plans after 
being open for “five full days before 
COVID-19 brought us to a screech-
ing halt.”

#SupportLocal: Retail, restaurants reopening

Emerson Englebright, 16,  
of Caldwell County, cleans inside  

in Gather on Main. The restaurant  
at 106 E. Main St. is slated to reopen 

Tuesday morning. All restaurants  
were permitted to reopen Friday 

under Gov. Andy Beshear’s orders, 
though at limited indoor capacity.

MASON BLANFORD/Times Leader

BY BRUCE SCHREINER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFOR T — Ken -
tucky’s unemployment rate 
surged to 15.4% in April, a 
double-digit increase from the 

prior month as the coronavi-
rus outbreak shuttered broad 
segments of the economy.

Staggering job losses tied 
to efforts to contain the virus 
caused the preliminary April job-

less rate to jump 10.2 percentage 
points above the prior month, the 
Kentucky Center for Statistics 
said Thursday. Last month’s rate 
was 11.1 percentage points high-
er than the April 2019 rate, it said.

The new report fleshed out 
the portrait of economic dev-
astation caused by the public 
health crisis.

Gov Andy Beshear has 
begun gradual ly  l i f t ing 

restrictions that caused wide-
spread business shutdowns as 
economic activity resumes after 
a deep plunge in commerce.

Kentucky unemployment rate surged to 15.4% in April

VFW plans to place 
flags at veterans’ 

graves at later date

SEE FUNERAL/PAGE A3

But right now 
businesses can’t 
exceed 33% 
capacity, and 
masks will remain 
a common sight.

SEE REOPENING/PAGE A3
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