
Today: Mostly sunny. High 64, low 55.
Thursday: Showers. High 64, low 46.

Friday: Rain. High 64, low 41.
Saturday: Rain. High 56, low 27.
Sunday: Mostly sunny. High 45, 
low 30.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK
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BY HANNAH SAAD

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

At least 74 Kentuckians are 
dead after at least five torna-
does hit the state Friday night 
into Saturday morning, Gov. 
Andy Beshear announced on 
Monday afternoon.

The gover nor repor ted 
that 21 people are dead in 
Graves County, 17 in Hopkins 
County, 11 in Muhlenberg 
County, 15 in Warren Coun-
ty, four in Caldwell County, 
and one death reported each 

in Marshall, Taylor, Fulton, 
Franklin and Lyon Counties. 
Beshear said it could take 
weeks before the state is able 
to report a final death toll. 
Kentuckians who died from 
severe weather damage range 
in age from 5 months old to 
older than 80 years.

Beshear said there are 109 
Kentuckians who remain 
unaccounted for. This situa-
tion is still fluid, as families 
and friends are still reporting 
loved ones as missing, and 

recovery crews are still work-
ing through debris and rub-
ble.

Kentucky National Guard 
has deployed 448 Guardsmen 
throughout the state to assist 
with recovery efforts.

Kentucky State Police is 
directing people who are look-
ing for missing loved ones 
especially in the Graves Coun-
ty area to His House Minis-
tries, 1250 KY-303 in Mayfield. 

Tornado death toll continues to rise

HANNAH SAAD | Times Leader

Search-and-rescue efforts continue on Monday at the site of the 
Mayfield Consumer Products Candle Factory.

BY MATTHEW CARNERO MACIAS 

MMACIAS@HERALDLEDGER.COM

Princeton Mayor Dakota 
Young and several members 
of the community met Mon-
day morning at the Princeton 
Country Club for an update 
on tornado recovery efforts.

“We can rebuild a subdivi-
sion, but we can’t replace any 
one of you, and it is a blessing 
that you are all with us here 
today,” said Young.

Young wanted to make 
clear, he and of ficials don’t 
have all the answers at the 
moment, considering the 
unprecedented circumstanc-
es. However, he and county 
and city officials are working 
to restore confidence, provide 
suppor t, and communicate 
promptly.

As of 9 a.m. Monday, Young 
reported the city has access 
to federal relief funds through 
the Federal Emergency Assis-
tance Agency’s Individual 
Assistance Emergency Decla-
ration.

“Federal funding is now 
available to help individual 
homeowners,” he said.

Informational flyers and 
factsheets are available at the 
Country Club for those inter-
ested in participating in the 

Mayor 
updates 
recovery 
efforts

BY KATIE PRATT
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The UK Research and 
Education Center in Princ-
eton took a direct hit from 
the powerful tornado Friday 
that began in northwestern 
Arkansas and carved a path 
of destruction across the 
western half of Kentucky.

UKREC employees, led 
by director Carrie Knott, 
worked through the week-
end, securing and caring for 
animals, assessing damage 
and offering support.

“Our hometown heroes 
of hope — our faculty, staff 
and Extension agents in our 
Western Kentucky commu-
nities have rallied to assist 
others even as we were deal-
ing with damages to criti-
cal UK facilities in Western 
Kentucky,” said UK Presi-
dent Eli Capilouto. “As the 
University for Kentucky, we 
understand how important 
faculty and staff at the UK 
Research and Education 
Center and Cooperative 
Extension Ser vice are to 
relaying educational infor-
mation to their communi-
ties. We are committed to 
rebuilding, helping the area 
recover and emerging stron-
ger than before.”

“The center is the home 
to a group of very dedicat-
ed UK employees, and I 
commend Dr. Knott and her 
staff for their heroic week-
end recovery efforts,” said 
Nancy Cox, dean of the UK 
College of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment and UK 

vice president for land-grant 
engagement. “While the 
center won’t be the same 
for some time, the college 
is committed to helping our 
employees and communi-
ties recover from these dev-
astating events and serving 
the Western Kentucky agri-
cultural community.”

W h i l e  t h e  p h y s i c a l 
structure that housed the 
UKREC is gone, the center 
has been, and always will 
be, vital to Kentucky agri-
culture. As a testament to 
the importance of the cen-
ter to the state’s agriculture 
industr y, two temporar y 
of fice buildings and two 

temporar y storage build-
ings will be placed on-site 
Dec. 14 for UKREC person-
nel.

“The outpouring of com-
munity suppor t has been 
very humbling to us,” Knott 
said. “We are not closing 
our doors, but we will look 
a little different and be a lit-
tle more fragmented at least 
for the near future.”

Due to the number of 
debris, officials ask that the 
public stay away from the 
center as the area is unsafe 
and structurally unsound.

The center was estab-
lished in 1925 on nearly 
1,300 acres about one mile 

from downtown Princeton. 
In 1980, the Rottgering-Kue-
gel Agricultural and Exten-
sion Building was added 
and housed the center’s 
nearly 50 staf f and hosted 
countless extension and 
area meetings. That facility 
underwent a major renova-
tion and addition to house 
the UK Grain and Forage 
Center of Excellence, which 
opened in 2019. Since its 
inception, numerous stake-
holders  have provided 
strong support to the cen-
ter and critical funding for 
many of its improvements.

UK’s Research and Education Center in 

Princeton takes direct hit from tornado

UK College of Agriculture

The Grain and Forage Center of Excellence at the University of Kentucky Research and Educa-
tion Center was damaged by a powerful tornado on Friday.
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I am praying for my hometown community

as we pull together in the wake of the

devastation caused by the tornado

Brent E. McDowell


