
Today: Showers likely. High 65, low 48.

Thursday: Mostly sunny. High 61, low 47.

Friday: Chance of rain. High 67, 

low 54.

Saturday: Rain likely. High 66, 

low 29.

Sunday: Windy. High 38, low 20.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

INSIDE: Tigers bring home the hardware in Agrigold tournament Page B1

BY MATTHEW CARNERO MACIAS 

MMACIAS@HERALDLEDGER.COM

The Caldwell County Fiscal 
Court heard several depart-
ment reports and approved 
a dump truck expenditure 
during its Tuesday meeting.

Judge-Executive Larry Curl-

ing announced debris sepa-
ration and collection started 
this week. He encouraged res-
idents to recycle household 
appliances at the county’s 
recycling center.

Curling announced the 
dump and burn site located at 

13106 Dawson Road is open to 
the public. Hours are 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day.

Collected debris includes 
vegetation, clean lumber, 
and construction demolition 
debris. Curling noted only 

vegetation and clean lumber 
are burned.

The other dumpsite is locat-
ed on Dawson Road, closer to 
Dawson Springs. The address 
is 17979 Dawson Road.

The court approved a pur-
chase of a dump truck, cost-

ing the county $111,555.
“It is a need. We need anoth-

er dump truck badly, espe-
cially during this situation we 
have here,” Curling said. “We 
have been in dire need.”

County buys needed dump truck

BY CHIP HUTCHESON

KENTUCKY TODAY

It was the morning after 
a tornado roared through 
town on Dec. 10.  Kirk 
Greenfield and his wife, 
Jacki, were on their way into 
town for what they expected 
to be a big day for sales of 
their Christmas trees.

But the reality of the 
extensive damage quickly 
changed their minds. “We 
were feeling helpless, just 
like a lot of people,” Kirk 
recalled.

But Jacki’s mind imme-
diately turned to how they 
could be a blessing to those 
who had suffered great loss 
of homes and property.

“I know there are a lot big-
ger things to do now,” she 
told Kirk, “but I want these 
families to have someplace 
to go for Christmas and have 
something for their kids 
for Christmas.” That idea 
sparked a project of setting 
up a Christmas tree for each 
family who lost homes, plus 
a way for children in those 
families to receive Christ-
mas gifts.

By that  evening,  the 
Greenfields had received 
word that Southside Baptist 
Church in Princeton would 
let them set up trees in its 
Family Life Center, utilizing 
the youth suite.

The Greenfields, who 
opened a Christmas tree 
farm in 2016, began ear-
nestly placing and decorat-
ing trees. Families — now 
without homes — could sit 
at their convenience by the 
tree designated for them 
and unwrap presents. There 

were 24 trees in the initial 
work, then Kirk said “the 
Lord took it from there.”

Now there are 60 trees. 
“People star ted bringing 
donations of gifts, gift cards, 
decorations — and volun-
teering their time.

“ I t  has  expanded so 
much — we got such a big 
response,” Kirk added. 
“Now we have a ‘store’ 
where parents can come and 
shop free — of course — 
and pick out gifts for their 

family. We’ll wrap it if they 
want. They can take it home 
with them or can put gifts 
under the tree that is des-
ignated for them. The fami-
ly can come back and have 
a private family time under 
that tree.”

The Greenfields said that 
most families have been suc-
cessful in finding a place to 
stay temporarily, and as a 
result have taken the pres-
ents with them so they can 
be unwrapped in homes 

where they are staying. 
“Most have a place where 
they can have Christmas,” 
he added, and although 
those locations will not be 
their permanent homes, 
they provide a sense of pri-
vacy.

“We were able to get extra 
trees to meet the need,” Kirk 
said. We wound up having 
trees over and above what 
we had actually bought.”

Princeton is Kirk’s home-
town — he is a son of Bar-
bra Greenfield and the late 
Harold Greenfield, long-time 
director of missions for the 
Caldwell-Lyon Baptist Asso-
ciation who served as pres-
ident of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention in 2001. Kirk 
is now serving as pastor of 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 
in Marion and also works 
with Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, which is 
part of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture.

Kirk said his wife and 
Kelly Conway, a member 
of Fredonia First Baptist 
Church, have named the 
Christmas tree project as 
“Operation Giving Trees.” 
Kirk said they have star t-
ed the process of form-
ing a non-profit operation. 
“They are making plans to 
continue in some form after 
Christmas because we feel 
there will still be needs we 
can meet after Christmas,” 
Kirk noted. “We don’t know 
for sure what that looks like 
at this point, but we have 
a lot of resources. We are 
praying about how we can 
extend this ministr y past 
this Christmas.”

Christmas trees bring joy, 
hope to tornado survivors

Photo by Shea Hughes

The tree beside the fireplace is for the next family with their 
gifts and personalized ornaments.

BY TIMES LEADER STAFF

James Flood,  Caldwell 
County EOC disaster public 
information officer, wants to 
remind the public of a few 
items of interest.

They include:
• School will restart on Jan. 

3, 2022.
• A housing coordinator 

has been appointed by Cald-
well County. Stacey Menser 
will work with local needs 
between local, state and feder-
al governments.

EOC offers 
reminders; 

school 
restarts 
Jan. 3
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The deadline for registered 
voters who wish to update 
their political par ty af filia-
tion is coming up this Friday, 
Kentucky Secretary of State 
Michael Adams said in a news 
release.

Kentuckians who want to 
update their political par ty 
affiliation must do so by Dec. 
31 in order to be eligible to 
participate in the May 17 pri-
mary elections. Democratic 

Adams 
reminds voters 
of deadline to 
switch parties

SEE COUNTY/PAGE A2

SEE EOC/PAGE A2

SEE VOTERS/PAGE A2

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen

thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my

righteousness. Isaiah 41:10

With God as our Leader, may we be prepared to live another year under His

guidance. Happy New Year!

Brent E. McDowell


