
Today: Rain. High 46, low 36.
Thursday: Sunny. High 55, 
low 41.
Friday: Chance of rain. High 
59, low 42.

Saturday: Showers likely. High 53, low 44.
Sunday: Chance of showers. High 62, low 40.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

With ever yday life and business 
changing constantly to contain the 
spread of the novel coronavirus, it can 
be hard to keep up with what busi-
nesses are doing at any given time: 
Open or closed?

Do they provide curbside or drive-
through service? Is take-out service 
available? Have their hours changed?

Gov. Andy Beshear has been mak-
ing daily announcements that have 

changed business as usual, but which 
local businesses do those announce-
ments apply to?

The Princeton-Caldwell County 
Chamber of Commerce Facebook page 
has become a one-stop location for 
Caldwell County residents to get the 
latest on local business closings, partial 
closings and changes to service.

The Facebook page can be found by 
searching “Princeton/Caldwell County 

Facebook page is ‘one-stop shop’

The Princeton-Caldwell County Chamber of Commerce Facebook page has been 
the site for information about local business and organization updates related to 
effort to slow the spread of the novel coronavirus.

Chamber of Commerce provides business 
info to community through social media

BY MASON BLANFORD
PAXTON MEDIA GROUP

A blood drive doesn’t imme-
diately spring to mind during 
a pandemic but its value is 
immense, said Lou Zimmer-
man of Ameri-
can Red Cross 
Blood Dona-
tion Center in 
Paducah.

D o n a t i o n s 
have hit a lull 
despite the ser-
vice they pro-
vide for organ 
t r a n s p l a n t s , 
accident victims, and cancer 
and surgery patients.

“First it was bad weather, 
then it was flu season and 
now it’s COVID-19,” Zim-
merman said. “This is more 
important than ever because 
we’re in the midst of such a 
severe shortage.”

But area residents can 
soon help overcome that 
shortage. Local blood drives 
are scheduled for: 1-6 p.m. 
March 30 at Fredonia First 
Baptist Church, 208 Cassi-
dy St., Fredonia; and noon-
6 p.m. April 2 at Calvary Bap-
tist Church, 121 Kentucky 
Ave. in Princeton.

Local blood 
drive efforts 
struggling 
in wake of 
COVID-19

Lou 

Zimmerman

BY DARYL K. TABOR
PAXTON MEDIA GROUP

One of the most difficult moments in 
life has been made even more painful 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

Social distancing restrictions have 
forced the state’s funeral homes and 
the families they ser ve to take an 
unprecedented approach to grieving 
following the closure of all services to 
the public.

Gov. Andy Beshear and the Funeral 
Directors Association of Kentucky have 
called on individual providers across 
the commonwealth to do this in order 
to reduce the chances of transmitting 
and spreading COVID-19.

“It makes a difficult situation even 
more dif ficult,” said Chris Dunn at 
Dunn’s Funeral Home in Eddyville.

The restrictions are likely to remain 
in place for weeks. Already, the chang-
es in the usual methods have forced 
several families in Lyon and Caldwell 
counties to cope with their loss in new 
ways.

“We are all trying to adapt and work 
within the guidelines and recommen-
dations shared with us,” said Brian 
Wainer with Morgan’s Funeral Home 
in Princeton. “Our hearts go out to 
the community. These are uncharted 
waters, changes to our natural process 
(of grieving.)”

Initial guidance was for directors to 
limit gatherings to no more than 50 peo-
ple, but that has since been reduced.

“The guidelines are changing daily, it 
seems,” Dunn said.

Visitation, funeral services and buri-
als must all remain private. Funeral and 
visitation times cannot be published. 
Celebration of life services are being 
offered at a later date, when the threat 
from coronavirus clears and restric-
tions are lifted.

Morgan’s is a family-run chain of area 
funeral homes that includes Lakeland 

Social distancing alters grieving of deaths

Contributed photo

Funeral homes in the area are finding unique ways to help comfort families who have 
lost loved ones during social distancing mandates to quell the spread of the novel 
coronavirus. Morgan’s and Lakeland funeral homes in Princeton and Eddyville, respec-
tively, have started Hugs from Home, a program that gives acquaintances not allowed 
to visit a chance to offer encouragement through a message tied to a white balloon.

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

The agenda for the Caldwell 
County Fiscal Court meeting Tues-
day was reduced, but county lead-
ers took the time to provide resi-
dents with information related to 
fighting COVID-19.

The meeting took place in the 
Circuit Court room over concerns 
about spreading the novel coronavi-
rus. It was closed to the public but 
streamed online.

Magistrates were able to spread 
out, taking part in the suggested 
“social distancing.”

Judge-Executive Larry Curling 
opened the meeting with local 

information about the virus, start-
ing with what would happen if Cald-
well County were to have someone 
test positive.

“The governor’s office would 
announce that we have a case,” 
Curling said. “They would say if 
it was a male or female, and they 
would give their age. That individ-
ual would be hospitalized or be in 
self-isolation until they get a test 
that shows negative.

“(The Caldwell County Depart-
ment of) Public Health would 
conduct an investigation to find 
out who this person had contact 

Caldwell County officials prepare for COVID-19 possibility
District 1 Magis-

trate Elbert Bennett 
(left) and Judge-Ex-

ecutive Larry Curl-
ing vote on an 

agenda item Tues-
day in the Circuit 
Court room. The 

meeting site was 
chosen so magis-

trates could spread 
out. The meeting 
was closed to the 

public but 
streamed online.
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