
Today: Sunny. High 36, low 22.
Sunday: Slight chance of rain. High 47, low 32.

Monday: Mostly sunny. High 44, 
low 31.
Tuesday: Sunny. High 54, low 36.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny. High 
55, low 34.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

INSIDE: COPELAND ADDED AS NEW BOARD MEMBER TO BAPTIST HEALTH, A5

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

Caldwell Medical Center has 
been designated as a regional 
vaccination site and will begin 
a d m i n i s t e r i n g 
t h e  M o d e r n a 
COVID-19 vac-
cine from 7:30 
to 10:30 a.m. on 
Thursday and 
each Thursday 
thereafter at the 
same time.

This vaccina-
tion clinic is for 
residents of Ken-
tucky who are able to demon-
strate residency and are eligible 
under each phase of the state’s 
vaccine distribution plan.

CMC is currently providing 
vaccines for those eligible in 
Phase 1A (health care work-
ers) and Phase 1B (those 70 or 
older, first responders and K-12 
school personnel).

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

A Wednesday night fire 
at a warehouse in Princeton 
collapsed part of the build-
ing, but no injuries were 
reported.

Accor d ing  to  Pr inc -
e ton  Fire  Depar tment 
Chief Administrator Brent 
Francis, the call came at 
8:03 p.m. and the scene was 
cleared at 12:48 a.m. Thurs-
day.

T h e  w a r e h o u s e  — 
known as the Leroi Build-
ing for the clothing brand 
that  was  once housed 
there — is a two-stor y 
building at the intersec-
tion of Seminary and Vine 
streets. Francis said a lot 
of the older two-story brick 
portion of the building col-
lapsed.

“All of the original part of 
the building is a total loss,” 
he said. “But, the two wings 
that go to the south — there 
is one big wing on the South 
Jef ferson Street side and 
one wing on the Seminary 
Street side — both of those 
are saved. … The roof had 

already collapsed when we 
got the call.

“We were able to get our 
aerial up and put the fire out 
on that south wall that kind 
of connected the two wings 
and take the pressure off of 
the two wings. That stopped 
the fire from spreading on 
down through there.”

Francis said that the 
wing on the South Jef fer-
son Street contained fork-
lifts, scissor lifts, campers, a 
motor home, boom lifts, fur-
niture and pallets of prod-

ucts that were unharmed.
“There was probably as 

much square footage saved 
as there was burned,” he 
said.

Francis said that the 
cause has not been officially 
determined, and the insur-
ance company would send 
an adjustor to investigate.

“There is nothing suspi-
cious about it at this time,” 
he said. “It would be real-
ly hard to determine what 
happened in there (where 
the roof collapsed) because 

the destruction there was so 
complete.”

Francis said the building 
was getting electrical power, 
but there was no indication 
that the fire was caused by 
an electrical malfunction. 
He added that there was no 
natural gas being fed into 
the building.

Francis said that it was 
unlikely that anyone had 
been in the building before 
the fire.

BY CHIP HUTCHESON
KENTUCKY TODAY

The 33rd annual Western Kentucky 
Evangelism Conference on March 
1 will focus on the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention’s “Gospel to Every Home” 
(GETH) initiative, and will feature a 
lineup of speakers familiar to Ken-
tucky Baptists.

The day-long event, with sessions 
starting at 9 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 6 p.m., 
will be hosted by Southside Baptist 
Church in Princeton and sponsored 
by the Caldwell-Lyon Baptist Associa-
tion, led by director of missions Rick 
Reeder.

Kyle Nof fsinger, pastor of South-
side, noted the schedule has changed 
this year — five of the six speakers 
will preach one sermon while an out-
of-state guest will preach twice.

The conference is intended to help 
fuel Kentucky Baptists’ evangelism 
efforts, including the statewide GTEH 
initiative to place the gospel in the 
hands of more than 1.7 million homes 
in Kentucky. Local associations are 
working with the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention to help churches adopt 
homes and then reach them with the 
good news of Jesus Christ. Many of 
the more than 2,300 Kentucky Bap-

tist churches have adopted neighbor-
hoods to make sure every home is 
covered.

Speakers during the 9 a.m. session 
are…

• Kenny Rager has held the posi-
tion of evangelism strategist for the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention since 
June, 2019. A former pastor, he most 
recently planted a church in Owens-
boro prior to taking the KBC post. He 
has served as a coach for KBC church 
planers. A resident of Elizabethtown, 
he has a bachelor’s degree from 

‘Gospel to Every Home’ is theme for 
evangelism conference in Princeton
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BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

Several county health depart-
ments have been unable to 
report COVID-19 numbers or 
provide tests or vaccines due 
to inclement weather, but are 
returning to those duties as the 
weather improves.

The Pennyrile District Health 
Department — which oversees 
the health departments in Cald-
well, Crittenden, Livingston, 
L yon and Trigg counties — 
last posted regional COVID-19 
information on Feb. 9 before 
wintry weather moved through 
the area, bringing hazardous 
travel conditions and closing 
those offices through Tuesday.

The PDHD returned to post-
ing the numbers on Wednesday 
on its Facebook page, including 
information for the days when 
the health departments were 
closed.

Area COVID-19 
reports return as 

county health 
departments 

reopen
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Fire destroys much  
of historic warehouse

Mike Spissinger | WPSD Local 6

Princeton firefighters work to control the blaze at the Leroi Building on Wednesday night. The 
older part of the building, used before the famed Night Rider tobacco wars of the early 20th 
century, was destroyed, but the newer part was saved.

Origin not 
suspicious
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