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BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@PADUCAHSUN.COM

The Paducah Power Sys-
tem School Challenge is 
back, encouraging area stu-
dents to gather nonperish-
able food items for those 
in need as par t of the PPS 
Christmas in the Park.

Schools from around the 
area wil l  col lect  nonper-
ishable food items to go to 
Christmas in the Park to 
benefit Paducah Coopera-
tive Ministry, Family Service 
Society, The Salvation Army 
and St .  V incent de Paul  
Society.

The School  Chal lenge 
began Monday and will go 
through Dec. 14.

A n d r e a  U n d e r w o o d , 
the PPS director of human 
resources and community 
relations, said there are 13 
schools taking par t in the 
Challenge.

BY MATTHEW CARNERO MACIAS 
MMACIAS@HERALDLEDGER.COM

PRINCETON — For the 
past four years, the Dun-
cans, of Dunc’s Tires and 
Wheels, have set out to pro-
vide holiday cheer and assis-
tance throughout the Prince-
ton community.

On Christmas Eve, the 
Duncans, with family and 
friends, will  navigate the 
streets of Princeton, offering 
gifts for residents and taking 
pictures with Santa Claus. 
The method of delivery is a 
rollback — tow truck — and 
a couple of other vehicles.

Students bring 
in food for  

the needy for 
PPS School 
Challenge

The Duncans 
look forward to 

more holiday 
blessings

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@PADUCAHSUN.COM

The two public school districts in 
McCracken County will return to uni-
versal masking when classes begin on 
Monday following an increase in the 
spread of COVID-19.

A committee consisting of Purchase 
District Health Depar tment Direc-
tor Kent Koster, McCracken County 
Superintendent Steve Carter, Paducah 
Superintendent Donald Shively and 
local physicians meet each Friday to 
determine a common course of action 

for the area’s public schools.
On Friday, that committee deter-

mined the need for students to wear 
masks based on information from col-
or-coded COVID incidence rate maps 
provided by the Kentucky Department 
for Public Health.

Counties at the highest rate of 
COVID incidence are color red, 

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@PADUCAHSUN.COM

T
his year’s Hanukkah 
— the Festival of 
Lights — began at 

sundown Nov. 28 and will 
continue through sundown 
Sunday.

While the festival seems to 
bounce around year-to-year 
on the calendar, it is actually 
celebrated at the same time 
each year. The festival begins 
on the 25th day of the month 
of Kislev on the Hebrew 
calendar, which is based on 
a lunar cycle and doesn’t 
line up with the Gregorian 
calendar used by most of the 
world, which is a solar-based 
calendar.

Dr. Laurie Ballew is the 
vice president of the Temple 
Israel congregation, and she 
said Hanukkah (pronounced 
“HAH-nuk-kah”) began when 
the Jewish people retook the 
Second Temple in Jerusalem 
in 164 BCE, about 160 years 
before the birth of Jesus.

“Hanukkah celebrates the 
renewal and redemption after 
the destruction of the Second 
Temple,” she said. “It is a 
survival of the Jewish people.”

Public schools return 
to requiring masks 

COVID-19 numbers spike

Festival of Lights recalls historic 
miracle of the Second Temple

DAVID B. SNOW | The Sun

Dr. Laurie Ballew, the vice president of the Temple Israel congregation, lights her own menorah, called 
a “hanukkiah,” on the sixth day of Hanukkah on Friday. The Festival of Lights marks the anniversary of 
a miracle, when the retaken Second Temple had oil enough for a day or two and it lasted eight days.

BY KELLY FARRELL
KFARRELL@PADUCAHSUN.COM

It ’s  “the most wonder-
ful time of the year” again, 
complete with color ful dec-
orations, holiday festivities, 
busy shoppers, nativity pro-
ductions and more celebra-
tions. The Salvation Army’s 
famous red kettles have also 

returned, and there’s a big 
fundraising goal to meet this 
year.

The Salvation Army in 
Paducah is looking for more 
bell ringers to help raise 
$150,000 through this year’s 
“Hope Marches On” red ket-
tle campaign, which r uns 
through Dec. 24. It’s hiring 

paid bell ringers and welcom-
ing volunteers.

“They can go to our web-
site and inquire about bell 
ringing for paid employees, 
but for volunteers, they can 
go to registertoring.com, set 
up an online profile and it’ll 

Salvation Army in need of bell ringers

Tina Waid, a volunteer from Four Rivers Nuclear Partnership, does some bell ringing Friday  
outside of the Walmart store on Hinkleville Road. The Salvation Army in Paducah has a  
$150,000 goal for this year’s bell-ringing campaign, which runs through Christmas Eve.
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