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Weather Outlook
Today: Rain. High 43, low 31.
Tomorrow: Sunny. High 51, low 34.
Monday: Mostly sunny. High 58, low 41.
Tuesday: Mostly cloudy. High 60, low 41.
Wednesday: Partly sunny. High 53, low 38.

A local middle school teach-
er’s fi rst instinct after seeing 
a car crash happen before 
her eyes Tuesday was to stop 
and help the family involved, 
which included a toddler, in 
any way she could.

Alisa Parrish, a Russellville 
resident, has been a teacher 
at Caldwell County Middle 
School for two years.

“I was traveling home from 
work via I-24 and I noticed a 
vehicle in front of me suddenly 
swerve and run off  the side 

of the road,” said Parrish, 50. 
“It went airborne and crashed 

into the fi eld 
off  of Exit 56.”

According 
to a Kentucky 
State Police 
news release, 
Trooper Dan-
iel Holland 
responded to 
the single-ve-
hicle crash at 
4:20 p.m. on 

eastbound I-24 at the 56-mile 
marker. KSP’s preliminary 
investigation revealed a 2007 

silver Chevrolet Cobalt driven 
by Jaryonlee Wells, 24, of 
Omaha, Nebraska, abruptly 
exited the western part of the 
roadway and collided with 
trees.

Parrish and motorists from 
two other vehicles stopped af-
ter witnessing the crash.

“I got to the car fi rst and as I 
was getting there, a gentleman 
came out of the car screaming 
for help,” Parrish said. “He 
had gotten the baby out of the 
backseat and laid her down to 
render help to the passenger.”

“When I got through the 

barbed wire fence, I picked up 
the baby and made sure she 
was OK.”

Parrish said by the time they 
got to the passenger, she had 
already died. Parrish called 911 
and waited with the family.

“There was really nothing 
we could do at that point ex-
cept try to keep them calm un-
til medical help arrived,” Par-
rish said.

Caldwell County Superin-
tendent Nate Huggins said 
it was heartwarming to hear 
Parrish stopped for strangers 
in need of critical help.

“That’s what you expect 
people to do,” Huggins said. “I 
went and shook her hand and 
told her I was proud of her.”

“I told her that her actions 
were heartwarming and that 
it was fantastic that she would 
do that to help another per-
son.”

KSP reported Heidi Rent-
er, 22, and 1-year-old Ely-
onha Wells, also of Omaha, 
Nebraska, were passengers 
in the Cobalt. The Caldwell 
County Coroner’s Offi  ce pro-
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Caldwell teacher acted quickly to help family hurt in I-24 crash

Parrish
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Caldwell Medical Center plans to open 
Caldwell Medical Associates Orthopedic Center 
in early December. Advanced Practice Regis-
tered Nurse Russell Peyton (left) will offer pa-
tients services varying from basic fracture care 
to sports medicine. He is pictured above with 
Caldwell Medical Center CEO Dan Odegaard. 

We could not be more 
thrilled to have an 

opportunity like this to 
bring quality and needed 

care to our patients 
and save them an 

unnecessary trip out of 
town.”

— Caldwell Medical Center 
CEO Dan Odegaard

Caldwell Medical Center will expand early next 
month by opening Caldwell Medical Associates 
Orthopedic Clinic in Princeton.

“The Orthopedic Clinic is a huge step forward 
for the hospital and our community,” Caldwell 
Medical Center CEO Dan Odegaard said. “There 
is a lot of need for these services with our local 
population and there is no reason that people 
shouldn’t be able to get those services right here 
at home.”

He described the clinic as a “game changer” 
because of its services and convenient location 
off  Highway 62, near the hospital.

“We could not be more thrilled to have an op-
portunity like this to bring quality and needed 
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New orthopedic 
clinic coming 
to Princeton 

Please see ORTHOPEDIC | A2

Greenfi eld Christmas Tree 
Farm, which began as a school 
project, has budded into 
a wholesome family business 
that seeks to give customers an 
“experience that’s more than 
just picking a tree.”

“We want to provide a place 
for people to come with their 
family, see the pretty view we 
have to off er, and make memo-
ries,” owner Kirk Greenfi eld 
said of his farm at 240 Rufus 
Road in Princeton. The farm’s 
season begins shortly after 
Thanksgiving.

As a business, the tree farm’s 
roots go back to 2016. Kirk’s 
daughter, Hannah Greenfi eld, 
who graduated from Caldwell 
County High School earlier this 
year, thought a tree farm would 
make an excellent FFA project 
during her sophomore year.

“We do these projects called 
Supervised Agricultural Experi-
ences (SAE) and I thought a tree 
farm would be a unique way 
to tie my FFA knowledge and 
starting a business together,” 
said Hannah, now 18 and study-
ing at Campbellsville University.

The Greenfi eld family has 
owned the acre of land that en-
compasses the tree farm for six 
years. The fi rst trees the family 
sold had already been growing 
there.

“I remembered going to this 
specifi c spot on the land with 
my grandparents to pick out 
their Christmas tree,” Hannah 
said. “It just kind of hit me that 
I had a lot of special memories 
from doing that with my family 
and I wanted to allow other 
families to have those memories 
as well.”

Kirk and Hannah’s late 
grandfather, Harold Greenfi eld, 
helped her make the farm.

“My grandfather made a lot 
of the trails that are throughout 
the farm,” Hannah said. “He 
and my dad helped tremen-
dously and my mom has helped 
with the advertising side by run-
ning the Facebook page.”

“This has turned into a whole 
family thing where we get to 

work together and it’s been re-
ally special.”

Kirk runs the farm now that 
Hannah is away at college. He 
said business at the farm has 
increased each year since it was 
started.

“We usually get local custom-
ers, but we have had people 
from Paducah come,” Kirk 
said. “We’ve also had a group 
of young ladies from a rehab 
center in Dixon come and get a 
tree.”

While the family normally 
sells Eastern Red Cedar trees, 
they began planting Scotch and 
Oak Pine trees in spring 2018. 
They will also sell Fraser fi rs 
this year.

“We sold about 10 or 15 last 
year, but we’re hoping our sales 
will increase this year,” Kirk 
said.

He said he, wife Jacki and 
daughters Hannah, Meleah and 
Brianna enjoy running the farm 
together.

“It gives us something to do 
outside together and I think 
they enjoy seeing the farm 
develop and watching the trees 
grow,” Kirk said.

This year, the farm will be 
off ering pre-cut trees as well 
as the Cedar trees customers 
cut themselves. Pre-cut trees 
and their prices can be found 
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The Greenfield family owns and operates Greenfield Christmas 
Tree Farm at 240 Rufus Road in Princeton. The one-acre tree 
farm began as an FFA project before blooming into a business. 
The farm’s season begins Nov. 30.
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