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Seeing children with shovels at 
a sandpile is usually not noteworthy, 
much less newswor thy, but when 
they’re wearing hard hats, you know 
they mean business.

That is how ground was broken Fri-
day for the new Paducah Head Start 
building. Head Start students donned 
protective headgear and posed with a 
shovel surrounded by Head Start teach-
ers and staff and Paducah school dis-
trict administrators.

Because the actual building site on 

Otis Dinning Drive had heavy equip-
ment and was muddy, the ceremony 
was held across the street on the cam-
pus of Paducah Tilghman High School.

The building is expected to be open in 
fall 2023.

The location of the Head Start build-
ing near PTHS is no coincidence. High 
school students taking early childhood 
education courses at the Paducah Inno-
vation Hub will be able to walk across 
the street to the Head Start building and 
get hands-on experience as they pursue 
careers in teaching or child care.

Paducah Head Start Director Kristy 

Lewis told those on hand at the ceremo-
ny that the local program began in the 
summer of 1965 as an eight-week sum-
mer program for children of economi-
cally disadvantaged families.

“Today marks the beginning of anoth-
er chapter in the story of Paducah Head 
Start preschool,” she said.

“This new facility will allow us to 
serve 320 preschool Head Start chil-
dren. It is designed with 16 full-day 
classrooms, occupational and physical 
therapy, speech-language and social 
sensory rooms.”

Head Start marks ‘another chapter’ 
with new building groundbreaking
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Paducah Head Start students turn the dirt Friday in the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Head Start building on Otis Dinning 
Drive. They are shown with Paducah Head Start teachers and staff and Paducah school district administrators.
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FRANKFOR T — Ken-
tucky would make the 
death penalty of f-limits 
for some defendants diag-
nosed with severe men-
tal illnesses under a bill 
that won final legislative 
approval Friday.

The Republican-led Sen-
ate voted 25-9 to send the 
measure to Democratic 
Gov. Andy Beshear, cap-
ping a long ef fort led by 
death penalty opponents to 
restrict the use of capital 
punishment.

Another proposal that 
crossed the finish line 
after languishing for years 
would require  future 

Senate 
passes 
death 

penalty 
limits

Members of the Paducah Sympho-
ny Orchestra perform “Octet in 

E-Flat Major” by Felix Mendelssohn 
at the National Quilt Museum Fri-

day evening. The performance was 
part of PSO’s Off the Record series 

where musicians brought sympho-
ny music to more casual environ-

ments. The initiative was supported 
in part by the National Endowment 

for the Arts. Attendees were 
encouraged to listen to the perfor-

mance while viewing artwork on 
display at the quilt museum.
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Symphony music comes to quilt museum
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The Paducah Southside 
Steering Committee has 
big-ticket plans but wants 
to  del iver  immediate 
results in the interim.

The committee met for 
the second time this week 
at Community Financial 
Ser vices Bank on Ir vin 
Cobb Drive and agreed to 
focus on recreational pro-
gramming for immediate 
impact while mulling lon-
ger-term initiatives.

“Developing access 
to areas, which in some 
cases would take consid-
erable construction (and 
organization), is not going 
to happen overnight,” said 

Recreation 
access a 

Southside 
panel focus
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