
Today: Chance of showers. High 69, low 49.

Sunday: Partly sunny. High 69, low 52.

Monday: Chance of showers.  

High 75, low 60.

Tuesday: Chane of showers.  

High 77, low 63.

Wednesday: Chance of showers.  

High 77, low 52.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

BY BRYCE RUDD
BRUDD@TIMESLEADER.NET

Gov. Andy Beshear declared 
a statewide emergency March 
6 in response to 
the COVID-19 cri-
sis. A week later, 
President Donald 
T r ump declared 
a national state of 
emergency.

Now it’s here in 
Princeton.

Mayor  Dakota 
Young declared a 
state of emergency for the city 
Wednesday via executive order. 
However, he cautioned that the 
order is no reason for alarm.

“The main purpose for this dec-
laration is to provide for better 
cooperation between the city and 
other federal, state and local gov-
ernmental agencies in crafting 
and carrying out our emergency 
response, and to make us eligi-
ble for reimbursement from the 
federal government for some of 
our expenses once the emergen-
cy has passed,” Young said in a 
statement.

The decision came less than 
24 hours after the first positive 
case of coronavirus was discov-
ered and confirmed in Caldwell 
County — a 58-year old woman 
now in quarantine with no current 
symptoms. (see related story, this 
page).

For now, Young’s mission and 
his message to this community 
remains the same.

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@TIMESLEADER.NET

The Kentucky Department of 
Education repor ted Tuesday 

tha t  i t s  Educa -
tion Continuation 
Task Force has 
discussed options 
about  how high 
s c h o o l  g r a d u a -
tion requirements 
would be met for 
this year’s seniors, 
considering how 

instruction has changed with 
COVID-19.

The state requires students to 
have a minimum of 22 credit hours 
to graduate, and school districts 
can add requirements that include 
credits and being transition-ready.

W ith each Kentucky pub-
lic school district taking part in 
Non-T radi t ional  Instr uct ion 
through at least the beginning 
of next month, the task force is 
considering options to ensure that 
Class of 2020 members graduate 
this year.

KDE may 
waive some 

requirements 
for graduation

BY TIMES LEADER STAFF

Dotson Park has been home to 
many annual Easter Egg hunts, a local 
tradition dating back to the days when 
eggs were boiled and dyed.

However, park board members are 
disappointed to inform the community 
that this year’s egg hunt has been can-
celled due to COVID-19 and the safety 
guidelines implemented by local, state 
and federal government officials.

Board members encourage every-
one to abide by the guidelines to limit 
the spread of the virus.

“The board will be thinking of other 
events to host in the park at a later 
date and (we) are looking forward 
to getting back to everyday life as 
we knew it before the outbreak of 
COVID-19,” Park Chairwoman Gene-
va Malone said. “In the meantime, 
please be safe.”

Dotson Park Easter egg hunt 
canceled because of COVID-19

Contributed/Raymond Giannini

Local children race to begin the annual Easter egg hunt at Dotson Park during a past event. Board members regrettably had 
to cancel this year’s hunt due to the COVID-19 pandemic that has canceled many events locally and across the U.S.

Times Leader/Bryce Rudd

Dotson Park is closed to the public, which has caused cancellation of the annual 
Easter egg hunt.

Nate Huggins

BY MASON BLANFORD         
AND DARYL TABOR

TIMES LEADER

Caldwell  County has 
three confirmed cases of 
COVID-19.

The first local case of the 
pandemic was announced 
Tuesday during a news 
briefing at Princeton City 
Hall. The Pennyrile District 
Health Depar tment con-
firmed two additional cases 
— a 60-year-old man who’s 
been hospitalized, and a 
19-year-old woman in good 
condition and quarantining 
at home.

During Tuesday’s brief-
ing Curling said, “We all 
knew this day was coming 
and (that) we would have 
our first case ... It is our 
collective responsibility to 
respond to this situation 
and stop the spread of this 
virus.”

In an interview with The 
T imes Leader, Curling 
expressed concern about 
“hotbeds” developing at 
common places such as 
Walmart that must remain 
open during the closures 
that began March 17 in 
Kentucky.

“But they’re taking all the 
precautions,” he said.

One other person has 
been told to quarantine 
by Pennyrile from being 
in contact with the first 
COVID-19  case .  Con -
tact investigations for the 
recent two cases are still 
being conducted.

Infection Prevention-
ist Mandy Smiley said 
Caldwell Medical Center 

is restricting all visitors 
except under special cir-
cumstances, adding that 
area clinics and hospitals 
have moved to phone or 
webcam calls for appoint-
ments.

Through a board-ap-
proved purchase the coun-
ty has also acquired a med-
ical-grade UV-C light to be 

used for sterilizing and dis-
infecting hospital rooms.

“Top of the line for infec-
tion prevention,” Smiley 
said. “We still do cleaning 
and disinfecting (but) Cald-
well didn’t have this before 
so now we have this added 
layer of protection for 

Caldwell reports first COVID-19 cases

Contributed photo

Caldwell Judge-Executive Larry Curling (left) announces Caldwell County’s first COVID-19 
case while Mayor Dakota Young listens during a news conference earlier this week. The 
patient, a 58-year-old woman, is in good condition and showing no symptoms while 
self-isolating.

Pandemic 
prompts 

emergency 
declaration 

in Princeton

Dakota 
Young
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