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Weather Outlook
Today: Rain. High 43, low 35.
Tomorrow: Chance of rain. High 40, low 28.
Friday: Partly sunny. High 40, low 31.
Saturday: Chance of rain, snow. High 42, low 28.
Sunday: Sunny. High 46, low 36.

COMMUNITY CELEBRATES 
NEW LOCAL CLINIC

DAVID B. SNOW | Times Leader

The Caldwell Medical Associates Orthopedic Clinic hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony Tuesday at the clinic, 550 
U.S. 62. Those on hand included (front row, from left) Caldwell Medical Center (CMC) board member Ellen Dun-
ning, CMC CEO Dan Odegaard, CMC Board Chair Brent Bugg, Princeton-Caldwell County Chamber Executive Direc-
tor Chad Oliver, Princeton-Caldwell County Chamber President Allee Coleman, (back row, from left) Chamber board 
member James Boone, Chamber board member Thomas Riley, CMC board member David Oliver, CMC board mem-
ber Pat Lander and CMC board member Chantay Stallins. The clinic opened Dec. 2 and provides a local venue for 
patients who would otherwise have to go as far as Paducah, Madisonville or Hopkinsville for care.

The completion of a relocated U.S. 
641 from Fredonia to Eddyville re-
mains a top priority for some, but the 
project is absent from the 2020 Rec-
ommended Highway Plan released 
last week.

Caldwell County Judge-Executive 
Larry Curling, however, is not con-
cerned with the omission. His phi-
losophy is to preserve what you have 
before you add more to the almost 
27,600 miles of state-maintained 
roadway.

“I have always told our lawmak-
ers to repair and repave the roads we 
have,” he told The Times Leader. “If 
you do not have the money to take 
care of the existing roads, why build 
more roads?

“The top priority for me is and 
will always be to repave our existing 
roads.”

U.S. 641 does appear on the list of 
proposed projects for Lyon County. 
The highway plan shows $5.29 mil-

lion for right-of-way acquisition 
and utility construction in 2021 and 
$19.13 million for construction in 
2024. The fi rst leg of the project from 
Marion to Fredonia was completed in 
December 2018.

The highway plan has a long way to 
go before being fi nalized before ad-
journment of the current session of 
the Kentucky General Assembly on 
April 15. And state Rep. Chris Free-
land, R-Benton, who represents Lyon 
County in Frankfort, believes the en-
tire project will make the fi nal cut 
when the six-year plan is sent to Gov. 
Andy Beshear.

“I still feel confi dent plans will 

proceed as scheduled because of the 
money and time already invested in 
this project,” he said. “The 641 proj-
ect is my number one priority, and I 
know (Lyon County Judge-Executive 
Wade) White and many others in 
Lyon, Caldwell and Crittenden want 
to fi nally get this done, too.”

Appearing on the preliminary road 
plan for Caldwell County were three 
projects, one of which was a mistake, 
Curling said.

The proposal off ers $4.4 million 
for design and construction to ad-
dress almost 3.5 miles of pavement 
concerns on Interstate 69 begin-
ning near the 83-mile marker. It also 
shows $50,000 for guardrail instal-
lation on Ky. 139 at the 18.2-mile 
marker.

Curling said $15.34 million for a 
new connector from Hopkinsville 
Road to Wilson Warehouse Road 
north of Princeton was printed in er-
ror.

“(It) is a misprint and has been re-
moved,” he said Friday.

BY DARYL K. TABOR
dtabor@timesleader.net

U.S. 641 missing from early road plan

The city of Princeton will 
take a step into joining a fast-
growing trend by having a car 
charging station placed in the 
City Hall parking lot.

Princeton Mayor Kota 
Young said that he would use 
his parking spot and the one 
next to it for access to the 
charger.

In making his report for 
the Princeton Electric Plant 
Board, council member Jim 
Joiner said that two cars 
would be able to charge at the 
same time at no cost.There are 
only 12 electric car chargers 

in Kentucky west of Bowling 
Green, according to evstation-
slocal.com, with three each in 
Paducah and Henderson. 

There are two chargers each 
in Hopkinsville and Murray 
and one each in Eddyville and 
Greenville.

“(The PEPB members) 
have discussed it, and we 
think it would really be good 
for Princeton,” said Joiner, 
vice chair of the PEPB Board. 
“The mayor decided to open 
up his parking space and the 
one next to it to allow it for 
those driving on the interstate 
or even in town, to let them 
know they can come here to 

get their car charged. It’s just 
wonderful.

“One pedestal, one station, 
will charge two vehicles at the 
same time, and all at no cost 
to people using it.”

Joiner said it shouldn’t take 
long to install the charging 
station.

“The electric lines would 
be buried underground,” he 
said. “Once the LED (light-
emitting diode) lights get up, 
they’ll knock it right out, so 
it shouldn’t be too much lon-
ger.”

The charging station will 
be provided by the Princeton 
Electric Plant.

BY DAVID B. SNOW
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Princeton City Council member Jim Joiner speaks to the coun-
cil about bringing an electric car charging station to Princeton 
as council member Pat George listens. The charging station 
will be placed at City Hall. Princeton will be one of only three 
Pennyrile region cities to have an electric car charging station.

Car charging station coming to downtown Princeton
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“The top priority for 
me is and will always 

be to repave our 
existing roads.”

Larry Curling
Judge-Executive, Caldwell County

Princeton Mayor Kota Young 
announced Monday that Shane 
Allison would be Princeton’s new 
assistant police chief. The an-
nouncement was made during 
the Princeton City Council meet-
ing at City Hall.

Young said the city would have 
to clear Allison through state gov-
ernment, which would be in a 
matter of days.

“We hope to have him on by 
mid-February,” Young said after 
the meeting. “It takes about two 
weeks for it to go through the le-
gal department.

“He’s an ideal candidate. Like 
I said in the meeting, we couldn’t 
have asked for a better applicant 
for the position. We’re very ex-
cited to have him on and see what 
he can bring to 
the department.”

Allison, 48, 
retired as Ed-
dyville’s police 
chief Nov. 30 
after 16 years in 
that position. 
He was one of 
the fi rst people 
to join the Ed-
dyville Police De-
partment in April 1998 and was 
the longest-serving city employee 
at the time of his retirement.

When he became the police 
chief in 2003, he was the young-
est police chief in the state.

Allison will become Princeton’s 
fi rst assistant police chief since 
Chief Chris King was promoted 
from the position on Sept. 4, 
2017, succeeding former chief 
Don Weedman.

Young said that the city saved 
about $30,000 in hiring Allison 
because the city won’t have to pay 
for his health insurance or retire-
ment, since Allison is a retired of-
fi cer.

“It’s a huge cost savings,” 
Young said. “Chief King was also 
hired with a similar contract, so 
between the two of them, that’s 
$60,000 in savings.”

In a related matter, the city 
council approved the second and 
fi nal reading of an ordinance to 
set the salary of the assistant po-
lice chief at $49,000 per year. The 
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