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“Marsy’s Law” didn’t invent vic-
tim’s rights in Kentucky.

The rights of crime victims had 
long been part of state law before 
the General Assembly passed a 
“Marsy’s Law” bill and voters rati-
fied the constitutional amendment 
in 2020.

But what Marsy’s Law did was 
make crime victim’s rights part 
of the state constitution, giving 
them more weight. Now, victims 

of crime have a guaranteed right 
to be heard in court, to be notified 
of hearings involving the person 
charged with victimizing them, 
and to have a more active role in 
the court process.

Court officials are still working 
out how the law is actually applied 
in courtrooms, and there are ques-
tions from Daviess County judges 
about when the law conflicts with 
rights granted defendants by the 
U.S. Constitution. Those questions 
will likely have to be settled by 

the state Court of Appeals and the 
Kentucky Supreme Court.

“The good thing about this is 
it creates a way for the victim to 
be involved or have a say,” said 
Daviess Circuit Judge Lisa Payne 
Jones.

Previously, victims of crime 
were not required to be contacted 
about proceedings, such as bond 
hearings for the defendant.

“I had a family member who was 
a victim of an assault, and the case 
got dismissed and they never had 
a say,” Jones said. Marsy’s Law 
“definitely improves that situation,” 
Jones said.

‘Marsy’s Law’ gives victims 
voice but raises questions
Courts faced with trying to balance 
rights of defendants and accusers
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Mitch McConnell, the 
longest-ser ving Senate 
Republican Leader in U.S. 
history has been making 
pit stops throughout West-
ern Kentucky to speak on 
the tornado relief ef forts 
and how the state is going 
to do its part.

S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g , 
McConnell made his way to 
Madisonville to meet with 
Judge-Executive Jack Whit-
field Jr. and city officials to 
discuss the upcoming chal-
lenges and how to build 
back Barnsley, Dawson 
Springs and the Flat Creek 
area after last Friday’s  
devastating tornado.

“After this first period of 
thirty days where the fed-
eral government picks up 
the entire cost of the clean-

up, you get into a much 
more challenging period,” 
McConnell said. “How do 
you build back? How do 
you pay for it? And we talk-
ed about ways that maybe 
the federal government 
can help beyond the early 
stages … something I’ll be 
taking a look at.”

FEMA is going to pro-
vide a huge boost as far 
as the cleanup goes. The 
next step is assistance on 
the rebuilding process, 
which is much more com-
plicated. Whitfield shared 
that with the help from The 
President and Senator and 
all others coming forward 
to help, Hopkins County is 
going to make huge strides 
on getting the community 
rebuild and keeping people 
here.

“It’s just been devastat-
ing, but it’s been amazing, 
the outreach and support 
we’ve had from people just 
like you that can actually 
help us to get things done,” 
Whitfield said, speaking on 
McConnell’s visit and aid 
Hopkins County will be 
receiving.

McConnell pays 
visit to Western 

Kentucky

Caley Smith/The Messenger

Judge-Executive Jack Whitfield Jr. and Senate Republican 
Leader Mitch McConnell met Saturday morning in Madi-
sonville to discuss upcoming challenges on how to clean-
up, rebuild and provide funding for the areas that were hit 
hard during the December 10 tornado.

Senator 
discusses 

tornado relief, 
next steps

BY SUN STAFF

Kentucky State Police 
Post 1 announced Sunday 
it has received several com-
plaints regarding fraudulent 
disaster relief workers.

According to a State 
Police news release, these 
people may be posing as 
FEMA representatives, 
American Red Cross work-
ers, insurance adjusters, 
contractors for debris 
removal, or general con-
tractors.

While there are reports of 
fraudulent workers, author-
ities said there are also 
legitimate FEMA Disaster 
Survivor Assistance teams, 
housing inspectors, and 
other officials working in 

affected areas. Legitimate 
FEMA representatives 
carry official identification 
badges with photo IDs and 
they will have your FEMA 
application number.

State Police said FEMA 
and U.S. Small Business 
Administration represen-
tatives never charge appli-
cants for disaster assis-
tance, inspections, or help 
with filling out applications 
for federal assistance. 
FEMA representatives will 
never promise a disaster 
grant in return for pay-
ment and are never autho-
rized to collect personal 
financial information.

KSP alerts tornado 
victims of scams

HANNAH SAAD | The Sun

Tornado recovery efforts continue in Mayfield. While there 
are reports of fraudulent workers, authorities said there are 
also legitimate FEMA Disaster Survivor Assistance teams, 
housing inspectors, and other officials working in affected 
areas. Legitimate FEMA representatives carry official iden-
tification badges with photo IDs and they will have your 
FEMA application number.
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I
f you find yourself driving 
along Kentucky 54, make sure 
to stop by Jeff Lashbrook’s 

home on Indian Creek Loop in 
the Stonegate subdivision and 
say hello to his 20-foot tall 3D 
snowman named Fred, who is 
made up of 10,000 Christmas 
lights and dressed to the nines.

The Lashbrook family is 
celebrating the 29th year of their 
“Owensboro Christmas Lights” 
display, which began Nov. 27.

Since moving into the Stonegate 
neighborhood in 1992, the 
Lashbrook family’s display has 
grown from a few decorated 
bushes to large Christmas themes 
with colorful and glamorous 
drive-by and walk-through scenes 
that catch the eyes of Owensboro 
and beyond.

The tradition stems from fond 
memories that Lashbrook had 
with his grandfather.

“I know my granddad had 
wreaths in all of the windows,” 
Lashbrook said. “I guess that’s 
how it started. Just wanted to 
make it a little bit more, you  
know ….”

At one time, the display was 
made up of over 300,000 lights, 
but Lashbrook admits that he’s 
lost count after switching to LED 
lights in recent years.

“Usually I can tell with the 
other wattages about how much 
electricity used, how much light 
we had,” Lashbrook said. “Now, 
with the others, I really can’t tell 
at all by that. …It’s probably not 
as much as the (300,000) because 

you get by with less lights with the 
newer ones ….”

Some of the lights that 
Lashbrook uses today are from 
when he started the display.

“We try to make it classy and not 
just (stuff) thrown everywhere,” 
Lashbrook laughed. “We try to 
make it look pretty, too.”

The tradition has become a 
family affair, with assistance from 
his wife Connie, son Tyler, who 
creates a display at his home in 
Louisville, daughters Kelsey and 
Jessica, and the latter’s husband, 
Josh Fisher. Lashbrook said that 
they begin getting construction 
started mid-October and usually 
have the display ready to go for the 
public shortly after Thanksgiving.

“I work full-time (on it) on the 
weekends, (and) through the week 
I work on it for about two or three 
hours,” Lashbrook said.

But the work doesn’t start in the 
latter half of the year.

“Everybody thinks that it’s just 
October to the first of January, but 
we work on making things (as) an 
all-year-round thing,” Lashbrook 
said.

The scenes that are designed and 
scattered throughout Lashbrook’s 
property are based on his family, 
recalling memories of when he and 
Connie got married and raising 
their children, and it depicts many 
classic Christmas themes, such 
as a hand-built nativity scene, 
snowman, penguin playground, 
trains and a wooden two-way 
path leading to a Toyland scene 
complete with wreaths, a bench for 
families to take pictures on and a 
custom-made fireplace structure.

While hundreds of cars come 
through annually to view the 
display, Lashbrook started seeing 
more faces coming by after the 
display was featured on the second 
season of ABC’s “The Great 
Christmas Light Fight” in 2014.

“It seemed like it really picked 
up that year, and I guess every 
year since,” Lashbrook said. “...
This year, it seems like there’s less 
car traffic than we’ve had in years, 
but foot traffic is the most ever…. 
One night it looked like it was (the) 
downtown river.”

Long family tradition
Lashbrooks 
light display 

still going 
after 29 years

Freddie Bourne | Messenger-Inquirer

Jeff and Connie Lashbrook sit with their grandchildren Bryce Pedley, 7, 
Luke Fisher, 10 months, Karlee Pedley, 2, Oliver Fisher, 2, and Aubrie Pedley, 
4, in the Toyland scene of their Christmas lighting display Wednesday 
night.

Courtesy of 270 Drones Aerial Imagery

An aerial drone shot of the Lashbrook family’s Christmas display on Nov. 28.
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