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Mike Clayton retired Dec. 31 after 38 
years as district conservationist for Cald-
well and L yon counties with the 
U.S. Depar tment of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conser vation 
Service.

Most people would consider 
that quite an achievement in itself. 
For Clayton, it’s only one of many 
long-term commitments he’s made 
in life. Clayton farms on land sur-
rounding his home just outside 
Princeton and has served as a bi-vo-
cational pastor for years.

“I’m prepared to go home and enjoy my 
farm,” he said. “I’ve been fighting a rare 
form of cancer for six years. I just couldn’t 

give (the USDA job) my 100% all in the last 
six months.”

His office colleagues praised his knowl-
edge, dedication and skill.

“Mike is very conservation-mind-
ed, works well with farmers and 
wants to help them,” said Frank 
Yancey, supervisory district con-
ser vationist with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 
“Every time I’ve gone out into the 
fields with him, it’s been an edu-
cation. He’s very passionate about 
what he does.”

Caldwell-Lyon district conserva-
tion technician Arthur Dunn praised Clay-
ton’s approach to working with clients.
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The Pennyrile District 
Health Department began 
issuing Moderna COVID-19 
vaccines on Wednesday and 
quickly ran out of its supply 
that day.

The vaccines are the first 
of a two-dose process that 
people getting the vaccine 
would need to do. Those 
vaccinated are asked to 
return in four weeks to get 
the second dose.

PDHD Executive Director 
Elisha A. Kite praised those 
who helped with the process 
of giving COVID-19 vaccina-
tions.

“Our entire staf f worked 
hard to roll out the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine this week 

Today: Mostly cloudy. High 37, low 23.
Sunday: Mostly sunny. High 38, low 24.

Monday: Slight chance of rain/
snow. High 39, low 25.
Tuesday: Sunny. High 43, low 26.
Wednesday: Sunny. High 49, low 
32.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

Vaccine supply depleted 
within hours Wednesday

DAVID B. SNOW | Times Leader

Virginia Oldham (right) receives a COVID-19 vaccine on Wednesday from registered nurse Kelsee Comp at the Caldwell County 
Health Department. The number of doses quickly ran out due to the strong turnout at regional vaccination sites.

DAVID B. SNOW | Times Leader

Cars lined up two-by-two outside the Caldwell County Health Department on Wednesday more 
than an hour before it opened to be among the first in this region to receive the COVID-19 vac-
cine. The limited supply of vaccines ran out, but the Pennyrile District Health Department said it 
would make an announcement when more vaccines become available.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
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The sixth annual Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Community Program will be 
held at noon 
on Jan. 18, and 
will be a virtual 
program.

Those inter-
ested in seeing 
the  program 
can  see  the 
recorded event 
at wpkyonline.
com.

The guest  speaker for 
this year’s program is Alissa 
Young, the president of Hop-
kinsville Community College.

Young is the sixth pres-
ident and chief executive 
officer for Hopkinsville com-
munity College, attaining her 
position in August 2017. She 
was an HCC faculty mem-
ber in communication, then 
advanced to chair the aca-
demic division before serving 
as the associate dean for Aca-
demic Extensions, then as 
chief Academic Affairs officer 
and dean of Academic Affairs.

Young led the design and 
development of the Emerging 
Technologies capital project 
and is a trustee for the South-
ern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission. 
She serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Christian 
County Chamber of Com-
merce.

Young earned her doctor-
ate at the University of Ken-
tucky and earned a master’s 
degree in organizational 
communication and bache-
lor’s degree in radio and TV 
broadcasting from Murray 
State University.

The program will feature 
students reading essays 
detailing what they can do to 
make their communities bet-
ter places.

Those reading include Eliz-
abeth Martin, Katy Trimble 
and Car ter Whittington of 
Caldwell County High School 
and Elijah Thomas of Cald-
well County Middle School.

MLK 
program set 
to be aired 
online on  

Jan. 18

Alissa Young
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The Caldwell Medical Cen-
ter has developed a plan to 
distribute COVID-19 vaccines 
to the public as they become 
available.

The CMC plans to distrib-
ute the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine that was provided to 
regional health departments 
earlier this week. Like its 
COVID-19 testing plan, it will 
take patients by appointment 
only and give the vaccines 
on Thursdays from 7:30 to 
10:30 a.m.

The medical center is not 
quite ready to begin giv-
ing vaccines and will noti-

fy the public when they are 
available. People can make 
appointments by calling the 
same number for COVID test-
ing appointments at 270-365-
0428.

The medical center would 
then call people who made 
appointments to let them 
know when they can receive 
their vaccine. Vaccine avail-
ability is on a first come, first 
served basis.

“Right now, we’re just trying 
to get an idea of how many 
people are interested in the 
vaccine so we can tr y and 
make sure we can have that 

Clayton retires from National 
Resources Conservation Service

Michael 
Clayton

COVID-19 innoculation 
plans commence for CMC
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