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Caldwel l  County  i sn ’ t 
i m m u n e  f r o m  c l o s u r e s 
sweeping the world out of 
precaution to limit the coro-
navirus.

J u d g e - E x -
ecutive Larr y 
Cur l ing sa id 
the courthouse 
c l o s e d  i t s 
doors Tuesday 
at  5 p.m. for 
as long as the 
state mandates.

Meanwhile,  Gov.  Andy 
Beshear confirmed Tuesday 
afternoon that neighboring 
L yon County has its first 
COVID-19 case. A 69-year-
old man is reported to be the 
state’s 26th patient with the 
disease, and the first in west-
ern Kentucky.

Today: Showers. High 69, low 62.
Thursday: Showers. High 73, low 
61.
Friday: Showers. High 69, low 31.
Saturday: Mostly sunny. High 47, 
low 32.

Sunday: Rain/snow. High 50, low 39.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

BY MASON BLANFORD
PAXTON MEDIA GROUP

The Caldwell County School District is fol-
lowing other counties statewide and 
closing its schools until March 29, 
superintendent Nate Huggins said.

However, some school operations 
will continue.

On Friday, the school board made the 
decision to close, following Gov. Andy 
Beshear’s recommendation. By Monday, 
plans for distance learning and contin-
ued meals for students were established.

“It’s best we went ahead and closed 
because want to do everything we can to flat-
line this virus throughout our state and our 
nation,” Huggins said. “Everyone did a tre-

mendous job formulating a plan for faculty, 
staf f and students. We’re doing everything 
we can to keep the turmoil down for our kids 

and their families.”
Students’ families are being contact-

ed to determine if they have internet 
access to continue a home curriculum, 
he said. If not, there are guidelines to 
deliver materials packets and lessons 
to individual homes.

On the district’s site, caldwell.
kyschools.us, instructions are clear for 
students to access learning portals and 
determine how to continue studying — 

including advice listed on the site for how to keep 
a disciplined study regimen outside of school.

School district remains active

Nate Huggins

Contributed Photo

Caldwell County schools are closing for two weeks per Centers for 
Disease Control guidelines, though superintendent Nate Huggins 
said the district’s online classroom modules (above) will help stu-
dents remain current in their studies.

Despite virus, CCSD delivering meals 
and educating online during closure

Larry Curling

SEE DISTRICT/PAGE A3
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While schools, business-
es, and even cour ts have 
closed or severely restricted 
services during the global 
COVID-19 pandemic, emer-
gency service agencies are 
suspending training sessions 
and canceling public engage-
ments, while keeping oper-
ations as close to normal as 
possible.

“We have pretty much 
e l i m i n a t e d  e v e r y t h i n g 
except our core mission. 
We’re trying to reduce our 
exposure as much as pos-
sible to try to keep the fire-
fighters from getting sick,” 
Princeton Fire Chief Brent 
Francis said.

“Being a critical resource 
where really nobody else 
can take our place … we’re 
keeping our people to where 
they can respond to fires 
and extrications and res-
cues.”

Fire,  rescue and law 
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s 
are all making sure their 
employees wash their hands 

BY TIMES LEADER STAFF

As of mid-day Tuesday, according to 
Pennyrile District Health Department 
Director Jim Tolley, there had been 
no confirmed cases of coronavirus dis-
ease 2019, or COVID-19, in Caldwell 
County.

The first case of COVID-19 in Ken-
tucky was reported March 6. As of 
Tuesday afternoon, there are 26 con-
firmed cases in the state, including 
one in nearby Lyon County.

A 69-year-old man became the 
first person in western Kentucky to 

be confirmed with the disease, Gov. 
Andy Beshear said. There has been 
one coronavirus death in the common-
wealth, a 66-year-old man in Bourbon 
County.

Tolley and local officials are urging 
restraint for anyone who may have 

concerns that they have been infected 
with COVID-19. He asks that patients 
first phone their primary care provid-
er unless they would ordinarily seek 
care for the level of illness they are 

No confirmed COVID-19 cases reported in Caldwell County

Local first responders weigh concerns  
over reducing exposure and availability

By MASON BLANFORD | Paxton Media Group

Princeton Police officers Nathan Herron (left) and Patrick Carrol pose by a police vehicle Tues-
day. Emergency service agencies are currently operating at normal levels, despite having to 
ensure the safety of their staff during the nationwide COVID-19 outbreak.SEE RESPONDERS/PAGE A3

Caldwell  
to begin 

COVID-19 
closures, 
changes

SEE CHANGES/PAGE A3

SEE CASES/PAGE A3
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