
By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
Capital City is preparing 
for Bernie Sanders’ first 
political rally in the state as 
a 2020 presidential candi-
date, with crowds of 2,000 
to 5,000 people expected 
on Saturday.

A n  e a r l i e r  p l a n n e d 
launch last fall on the Bur-
lington waterfront, similar 
to the start of his campaign 
in 2016, was called off due 
to icy conditions and took 
place instead in Brooklyn, 
New York, where he grew 
up.

Saturday’s event will be 

confined to the State House 
lawn.

Capitol  Police Chief 
Matthew Romei said he 
had been working closely 
with the Montpelier Police 
Department, city officials 
and the campaign to coor-
dinate the event.

“Fortunately, we have a 

wonderful working rela-
tionship down here at the 
Capital Complex with all of 
our public safety partners,” 
Romei said. “As soon as 
were notified this was hap-
pening, we’ve been in the 
planning cycle ever since, 
confident that we’ll be able 
to handle the expected 

crowd wi th  ver y  l i t t le 
difficulty.”

Romei said he did not 
expect any problems but 
was also keeping an eye on 
the weather, with the pos-
sibility of thunderstorms 
forecast.

Capital prepares for Sanders campaign rally

Check it out online at 
www.timesargus.com/vtsummer
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“Some sociologists 

argue that (student) 

debt is such a 

game-changer, that 

young people today 

will focus more on 

finding lucrative 

careers than they 

will on finding 

partners and starting 

families.”

Editorial, A4
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By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A Vermont 
Superior Court jury found Steven 
D. Bourgoin, 38, of Williston guilty 
on five counts of second-degree 
murder for killing five Mad River 
Valley teens during a wrong-way 
crash on Interstate 89 in Chitten-
den County in October 2016.

Bourgoin showed no emotion 
and said nothing as each verdict 
was read.

Bourgoin’s defense team main-
tained he was criminally insane at 
the time he drove his northbound 
2012 Toyota Tacoma into a south-
bound 2004 Volkswagen Jetta on 
I-89 in Williston about 11:55 p.m. 
Oct. 8, 2016.

The jury rejected the insanity 
claim on each count.

The eight women and four men 
on the jury also found Bourgoin 
guilty on two post-crash misde-
meanor charges: aggravated oper-
ation of a Williston Police cruiser 
without permission by taking it 
from the accident site and later 
reckless driving of the police 

vehicle by returning to the scene 
and slamming it into his truck.

The jury, which heard 11 days of 
testimony, deliberated eight hours 
on Tuesday and four hours on 
Wednesday before returning the 
verdicts shortly after 1 p.m.

Later several family members of 

Jury finds Bourgoin guilty
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Bella Harris, sister of Mary Harris, who was hit and killed along with four other teens when Steven Bourgoin collided with her car in 2016 while 
driving the wrong way on Interstate 89 in Williston, reacts as a jury pronounced Bourgoin guilty of five counts of second-degree murder in 
Vermont Superior Court in Burlington on Wednesday.
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Barre VFW Post 790’s Ron Tallman leads the color guard at the conclusion of Berlin Ele-
mentary School’s Memorial Day Ceremony on Wednesday afternoon.

COLOR GUARD

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The rules 
aren’t completely clear 
and neither is the prize, 
but a competition that 
has yielded positive results 
in some mid-sized New 
England cities has been 
retooled for rural Vermont.

It’s called the “Working 
Communities Challenge” 
— a Green Mountain riff on 
the “Working Cities Chal-
lenge” the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Boston launched in 
Massachusetts six years ago 
and has since replicated in 
Connecticut and Rhode 
Island.

On Wednesday morning 
Boston Fed President Eric 
Rosengren joined Gov. Phil 
Scott in the crowded lobby 
of the Barre Opera House 
to announce the roll-out 
of a program they said is 
being modified to reflect 
Vermont’s rural character 
and could serve as a tem-
plate for neighboring New 
Hampshire and Maine.

“Vermont first,” Scott 
joked, during a presen-
tat ion Rosengren said 
was necessarily short on 
specifics.

“We’re kind of building 
the plane while flying it,” 
Rosengren said of a chal-
lenge that initially targeted 

mid-sized post-industrial 
cities in southern New 
England — all with identi-
fied problems and a shared 
vision for solving them.

The format  i s  eas i ly 
transferable though some 
of the rules have to change 
and the size of the multi-
year grants the winners 
will receive hasn’t been 
determined.

The three-year grants 
awarded to 16 cities from 
the three southern New 
England states that partici-
pated in the Working Cities 
Challenge ranged from 
$300,000 to $475,000 and 
helped leverage $11 million 
in additional investment.

R o s e n g r e n  s a i d  t h e 
amount of the Vermont 
grants will be decided in 
coming months as criteria 
are refined and a 17-mem-
ber steering committee 
readies to solicit proposals 
from communities across 
the state in the fall.

Steve Michon, who has 
been tasked by the Boston 
Fed to direct the Vermont 
challenge, said things will 
move swiftly from there. He 
said the steering committee 
will meet in December to 
evaluate the proposals and 
award up to six planning 

New program 
will invest in 
Vermont
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BURLINGTON — The for-
mer owner and former pres-
ident of a Vermont ski resort 
accused in a multimillion-dol-
lar fraud case were indicted 
on federal charges unsealed 
Wednesday over a failed plan 
to build a biotechnology plant 
using foreign investors’ money.

The charges are against Jay 
Peak’s former owner, Ariel 
Quiros, of Florida; its former 
president, William Stenger, of 
Newport; Quiros’ adviser, Wil-
liam Kelly; and South Korean 

businessman Jong Weon Choi.
The grand jury indictment 

alleges that they conspired to 
embezzle investors’ funds and 
deceive investors about the 
project’s number of jobs and 
ability to generate revenue.

Quiros, Kelly and Stenger 
pleaded not guilty Wednesday 
to engaging in a conspiracy 
to commit wire fraud; partic-
ipating in that conspiracy; 
wire fraud; and concealing 
facts about the plant’s investor 
funds. Quiros also pleaded not 
guilty to money laundering. 

Stenger, Quiros, 
others indicted
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