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Thursday
KANE & GELLERT

Kieran Kane and Rayna Gellert. 

Currently one of the hottest acts on 

the country and bluegrass circuit. 

$20 Adv / $25 Door, 7-9 p.m. Cabot 

Town Hall Auditorium, 3084 Main St. 

, Cabot, robinsongs@fairpoint.net, 

802-793-3016.

“The worst thing 

about the Jeffrey 

Epstein case, 

without question, 

is the insult, the 

callous intrusion and 

ultimately the terrible 

damage that his 

pedophiliac behavior 

inflicted upon the 

dozens of young 

women and girls who 

were his victims...”

Editorial, A4

In the news
This year’s annual Paletteers 

art show is dedicated to 

longtime Paletteer Conrad 

Beaudin, of Barre.  A2

More than 160 Civil Air 

Patrol cadets will descend 

on the Knapp State Airport 

this week during twice-daily 

encampments, trainings 

and orientation flights for 

pilots between the ages of 

12 and 21.  A3

Board OKs parking lot plan

‘Space walk’ launched in Barre

Energy efficiency disclosure 
for house purchases at issue

Drag queens 
in capital get 
rave reviews

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — With a long-promised 
parking lot now under construc-
tion on one side of Pearl Street, 
the Development Review Board 
has blessed a plan to reconfigure 
another city-owned lot on the other 
side of the street.

Amid some concern the proposal 
might not work as well as advertised 

when the Pearl Street Parking Lot 
is at, or near, capacity, the board 
unanimously approved the plan 
prepared by Public Works Director 
Bill Ahearn and presented at its 
Thursday night meeting by Plan-
ning Director Janet Shatney.

Though member James Hart 
noted that motorists entering the 
soon-to-be-60-space lot at either of 
its designated entrances on Buzzell 

Place might have to “back out” if 
no spaces were available, Jeffrey 
Tuper-Giles said there was ample 
room — 24 feet between rows of 
parking — to perform a three-point 
turn.

Shatney noted the lot is largely 
permit parking, with 25 spaces ded-
icated for use by tenants of nearby 
Barre City Place, another seven 
24-hour spaces, and two spaces 

equipped with charging stations 
for electronic vehicles.

In its current configuration, the 
lot also has two handicap parking 
spaces and 10 metered spaces with 
the ability to park for up to 10 
hours.

Those who use the lot, which is 
located on Summer Street between 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — There is a chipmunk 
crossing between Neptune and 
Uranus, school buses will soon 
roll regularly between Jupiter and 
Saturn and the Sun is ironically 
located in the shade — not far from 
the trail that leads to the local dog 
park.

Welcome to the “Barre Planet 

Path,” a just-completed project that 
got its first official workout over the 
weekend and has suddenly made it 
possible to literally get lost in space 
without ever leaving the short sec-
tion of paved bike path that runs by 
Barre City Elementary and Middle 
School.

It isn’t a first of its kind, or even 
first in Vermont (there’s one like 
it at the Montshire Museum of 

Science in Norwich) and Rick 
McMahan will tell you it sure didn’t 
happen overnight.

“It’s been a work in progress for 
awhile,” said McMahan, a longtime 
member of the Barre Kiwanis Club, 
who got a thumbs up for the proj-
ect from the club and the city’s bike 
path committee five years ago.

Both the club and the commit-
tee embraced McMahan’s vision of 

installing a dozen interactive signs, 
including one for each planet and 
three others — one for the sun, 
another for the asteroids that can 
be found between Mars and Jupiter 
and the third for Proxima Centauri.

That last sign, located at the 
end of the Barre Planet Path, is 
the only one out of step with the 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
mandated energy-efficiency 
rating of properties at the 
time they are sold in the 
Capital City will be the 
focus of a meeting for real-
tors and developers at City 
Hall next week.

A breakfast meeting will 
be held at City Hall Coun-
cil Chambers on July 26, at 
8:30 a.m.

The first of several public 

meetings for homeowners 
will be at the same venue 
Aug. 20, at 6 p.m.

The meetings follow leg-
islative approval earlier this 
year for a charter-change 
request by the city to craft 
an ordinance requiring 
energy-efficiency ratings 
on properties to meet the 
citywide goal of fossil-free 
energy use by 2050. An ear-
lier goal seeks to make all 
municipal buildings in the 
city net-zero by 2030.

An amendment to the 
final language of the Sen-
ate bill removed a contro-
versial element that would 
have allowed Montpelier to 
enforce minimum energy 
efficiency standards, while 
the new language focuses 
on efficiency disclosure.

When the article was first 
approved by voters, initial 
discussion by the City Coun-
cil proposed that the buyer 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — There 
were “queens,” but no 
drama at the Kellogg-Hub-
bard Library on Saturday. 
Not, that is, unless you 
count a uniformed police 
officer gamely posing for a 
photograph with a couple 
of colorful drag queens 
before he and his partner 
went on their way and Nikki 
Champagne and Emoji 
Nightmare sat down to read 
out loud.

T h e y  h a d  a  l o t  o f 
listeners.

More than 130 people 
filled the Hayes Room — 
spilling out into the library’s 
corridor — for a story hour 
Carolyn Brennan, the co-di-
rector at Kellogg-Hubbard, 
said was never in danger 
of being canceled despite 
rumors to the contrary.

“There has never been 
any credible local threat to 
this event,” Brennan said, 
even as the room was fill-
ing with folks who traveled 
from near and far to hear 
two Burlington drag queens 
read children’s books.

If you’re keeping score it’s 
Champagne and Nightmare, 
1, “Mommy Activist,” 0.

Nikki  Champagne i s 

the stage name for Taylor 
Small,  reading partner 
Emoji Nightmare is Justin 
Marsh and “Mommy Activ-
ist” is the online persona of 
conservative Facebook per-
sonality Elizabeth Johnston.

Brennan said Johnston 
provoked an avalanche 
of angry phone calls — 
most from out of state — 
that quickly subsided in 
early-June.

Separate news accounts 
— one at the time and 
a n o t h e r  l a s t  w e e k  — 
prompted others to weigh 
in on the opposite side of 
the issue.

“We have nothing but 
local support,” Brennan 
said, defending the library’s 
deci s ion to  host  Drag 
Queen Story Hour for the 
second straight year.

“The library is the great 
third space where you 
shouldn’t be judged for any 
point of view,” she said, as 
Small and Marsh entered 
the room dressed in drag 
and ready to read.

With enemies like John-
ston, Small observed after 
surveying the growing 
crowd, who needs friends?

“The more they (critics) 
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Will Robinson, of Will’s Lemonade, reaches for another round of fresh lemons for thirsty customers at the Waterbury Arts Festival on Saturday.
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Northbound motorists funnel to the left lane on Monday as ledge work continues at 
the Interstate 89 Exit 6 off ramp in South Barre.

CHILLING OUT

HERE’S THE SCOOP

See Drag, page  A8

See Walk, page  A8

See Energy, page  A5

See Parking, page  A5


