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Koch passes
Billionaire industrialist 

David H. Koch, who with 

his older brother Charles 

poured a fortune into 

conservative causes, died 

Friday at age 79.  A4
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Midday: 5-7-9 and 6-4-8-9 
Evening: 3-1-6 and 1-8-5-1
New York State:
7-6-4 LS17 and 7-7-4-0 LS18

 � SUBSCRIBE:
www.TimesArgus.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS:
news@timesargus.com
802-477-1203

Insta

  BUSINESS

  MAGAZINE

  VT. ARTS

Pay controversy
Across the U.S., teachers 

and school districts are 

grappling with the latest 

political and economic real-

ities of educator pay.  B4

Spotlight on 100
The Vermont 100 on 100 

Relay race recently took 

800 runners from von 

Trapp Brewing’s Bierhall in 

Stowe to Okemo Moun-

tain Resort in Ludlow; 

Read about reporter Kate 

Barcellos’ experience 

running the race for the 

first time.  C1

Shakespeare
Shakespeare in the 

Woods will present “Much 

Ado About Nothing,” “Ro-

meo and Juliet” and “The 

Taming of the Shrew” in 

Manchester, with the first 

play now underway.  D1

Court OKs ROA crushing

Teacher evaluations discussed

Man gets 9 years on drug charge

Major carriers, 
state AGs work 
to nix robocalls

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The Vermont 
Supreme Court has upheld an Act 
250 permit for crushing rock at 
Rock of Ages, ending a years-long 
battle with residents.

The decision, released Friday, 
will allow North East Materials 
Group to continue crushing gran-
ite at the quarries in Barre Town.

North East Materials Group 
started crushing granite in 2009 
after a state environmental com-
mission decided the company 
didn’t need an Act 250 permit to 
do so. In August 2016, the Vermont 
Supreme Court decided the oper-
ation did need such a permit. The 
commission decided against issuing 
the company a permit due to issues 
with noise and dust that did not 

comply with the act.
The Environmental  Court 

reversed that decision, stating the 
crushing operation did comply with 
the Act 250 criteria concerning 
noise and dust. The court based 
its decision on data from air-emis-
sions modeling that showed the 
crushing adhered to the state’s air 
quality standards. It also decided 
the truck noise from transporting 

the crushed stone complied with 
Act 250 based on data modeling.

A group of residents in Granite-
ville called Neighbors for Healthy 
Communities has opposed crush-
ing at Rock of Ages for years. 
The group appealed the Environ-
mental Court’s decision to the 
state Supreme Court, saying the 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The teacher evalu-
ation process is suddenly under 
evaluation in the two-town, three-
school Barre Unified Union School 
District.

Superintendent John Pandolfo 
told members of the Barre Unified 
School Board during their Thurs-
day night meeting he established a 

process for evaluations in his role 
as curriculum coordinator several 
years ago.

That process involves extensive 
evaluations for teachers during 
their first two years of employment. 
“Experienced teachers” would have 
“observation-based assessments” 
consisting of at least two “walk-
through” observations performed 
by building-based administrators 

each year. It also includes a more 
formal evaluation process when 
there are performance-based con-
cerns and includes supports for 
teachers whose performance has 
been flagged.

“The assumption is  we are 
operating from a ‘growth’ model, 
not a ‘gotcha’ model,” Pandolfo 
explained. Pandolfo said the hope 
is those who need support get it 

and are able to overcome perceived 
shortcomings in four broad areas 
that are evaluated.

Those areas include planning 
and preparation, instruction, 
classroom management and pro-
fessionalism — criteria Pandolfo 
said ought not be confused with 
“misconduct” or “discipline.”

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BURLINGTON — The 
second of two Calais men 
facing federal drug charges 
has been sentenced for 
dealing heroin.

Shaun Kastner, 37, was 
sentenced in U.S. District 
Court in Burlington on 
Monday to nine years to 
serve on a felony count of 
conspiracy to distribute her-
oin. Kastner pleaded guilty 
to the charge in February.

Victor Tyree, 27, was sen-
tenced in August 2018 to 
five years and five months to 
serve for the same charge. 
He pleaded guilty in March 
2018.

According to an affidavit, 
a member of the Northern 
Vermont Drug Task Force 
spoke in February 2017 to 
a confidential informant 
who reported he or she was 
able to buy heroin from 
Kastner. The informant told 
the task force Kastner had 

been selling large amounts 
of heroin and cocaine and 
that he or she had pur-
chased drugs from Kastner 
in the past, according to the 
affidavit.

In March 2017, the task 
force met with the infor-
mant in Essex, the affidavit 
said. The informant called 
Kastner and the pair dis-
cussed drug prices, and 
Kastner told the informant 

By TALI ARBEL

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Major 
phone companies have 
pledged to do more to fight 
robocalls plaguing Ameri-
cans, the country’s state 
attorneys general say.

It’s the latest step from 
government and industry 
to combat the growing 
problem. Americans get 
nearly 5 billion automated 
calls from scammers, tele-
marketers, debt collectors 
and others every month. 
Parts of the agreement echo 
steps already taken by regu-
lators and Congress, which 
is working on anti-robocall 
bills.

There’s no t imeline, 
though, for the 12 major 
phone companies in the 
pact to fulfill the promises 
announced Thursday by 
attorneys general from all 
50 states and the District of 
Columbia.

According to the agree-
ment, the companies will 
offer call-blocking tools for 
free to customers, with the 
exception of those who still 
use old copper landline 
phones (where it’s more 
difficult from a technical 

standpoint). Many of the 
major companies already 
offer this, although some 
charge for some or all of 
the services.

Also, the companies will 
block calls for everyone at 
the network level, landlines 
included.

The Federal Communi-
cations Commission has 
called on phone companies 
to block unwanted calls 
and expects carriers not to 
charge.

The agreement asks the 
carriers to deploy a system 
that can label caller ID 
numbers as real. Scammers 
often use faked numbers to 
get people to pick up. The 
FCC already has asked for 
such a system, and compa-
nies have started rolling it 
out.

The state AGs asks the 
companies to “dedicate 
sufficient resources” to 
quickly figure out where 
illegal robocalls are com-
ing from when asked by 
law enforcement or by an 
existing industry group that 
is dedicated to tracing the 
origin of scam calls.
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Spanish climber Ruben Mariscal, living in Burlington, climbs a challenging boulder Friday in Smuggler’s Notch. The boulders near the top of the 
notch are well-known technical challenges for area climbers.
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Northland Construction workers Justin Lord, left, of Moretown, and Steve Sayers, of 
Barre, lift an ornamental truss onto the roof of a shelter over a new wood-fired oven 
being built Friday at Camp Meade in Middlesex. The new oven will be completed 
in time for the Great Vermont Bread Festival to be held at Camp Meade on Sept. 7.
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