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“Everyone is 

cautiously optimistic 

that this turn of the 

spigot is the one that 

fills the pump enough 

to prime it. Each step 

in this process needs 

to be thought out, 

planned, executed 

and enforced — a 

word you typically do 

not associate with 

retailers.”

Editorial, A4

Just as a reminder: In 

March we also suspended all 

walk-in traffic to our offices. 

While the governor has lifted 

restrictions on some retail 

outlets, our offices remain 

closed. We encourage our 

loyal subscribers and adver-

tisers to call us when paying 

bills, renewing subscriptions, 

placing ads or sharing news 

tips. Our customer service 

representatives are eager to 

assist you. Feel free to call 

800-244-2131. We are grate-

ful for your support, and wish 

you all good health.

Scott: Vt. is ‘envy of nation’

Food fiasco fuels internal query

Remote meetings redefine 
routine municipal processes

Day cares 
grapple with 
virus guidance

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 
said the state’s handling of the 
novel coronavirus pandemic is the 
“envy of the nation.”

Also, the governor announced 
details would be coming Wednes-
day about an economic package to 
help those businesses shut down 

by the virus that causes COVID-19 
and the secretary of the Agency of 
Natural Resources laid out how 
state parks would function over the 
summer.

At his regular news conference 
Monday, the governor said the 
state continues to move in the 
right direction and the data shows 
he can continue to slowly reopen 

the state and the economy. Scott 
cautioning the state still has a long 
way to go and state officials will be 
on the lookout for outbreaks in the 
months ahead.

According to the Department of 
Health, there were no new cases of 
the virus to report Monday even 
though the state conducted around 
700 tests Sunday. The number 

of confirmed cases in the state 
remains 940 and the death toll also 
has not changed with that number 
staying 54. For days in a row, the 
reported deaths stayed at 53.

The governor said the state 
only had 15 new cases to report 
last week. But neighboring states 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BERLIN — The well-publicized 
rollout of a federally funded food 
distribution program may have 
been the victim of its own success 
on Friday and organizers say it cer-
tainly was a learning experience.

Before the very first boxes of 
food were loaded into the very first 
vehicles at E.F. Knapp Airport late 
Friday morning only one thing 

was certain — some folks who 
responded to the promise of free 
food would leave disappointed.

The only question was: How 
many?

The answer appears to be “lots.”
Social media is replete with 

examples of people who either left 
the first installment of the “Farm-
ers to Families Food Box” program 
empty-handed or with food that 
didn’t remotely resemble the 

healthy nutritious fare that drew 
them to the airport in the first 
place.

Though everything that could 
go wrong didn’t in Berlin on Fri-
day, there were enough issues to 
warrant attention before a collab-
oration that includes the Abbey 
Group, the Vermont Foodbank 
and the Vermont National Guard 
try again at Bromley Mountain in 
Peru today.

For starters, the trucks filled with 
food will arrive much earlier.

Nina Hansen, vice president of 
operations for the Abbey Group, 
said that didn’t happen on Fri-
day — a mistake that delayed the 
10 a.m. start of the distribution by 
about 40 minutes.

“The trucks got stuck in traffic,” 
she said, noting the food-filled 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

While meeting remotely 
has its drawbacks and pit-
falls, some at the helms 
o f  p u b l i c  b o a r d s  s a y 
community participation 
has increased during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We aren’t seeing dozens 
and dozens of people, but 
it’s fair to say we’ve seen 

more people dial in, and 
in fact last night I would 
say we had half a dozen 
town residents who dialed 
in that we wouldn’t typically 
see at board meetings” said 
Rutland Town Select Board 
Chairman Joshua Teren-
zini on Wednesday. “In fact 
we’ve had one woman dial 
in for every meeting, she 
politely says that she’s with 

us, she’s going to put herself 
on mute, and she’s going to 
cook dinner and listen to 
the board meeting.”

H e  s a i d  t h e  S e l e c t 
Board’s first remote meet-
ing was March 14, and it’s 
held four or five meetings 
since. The board’s commit-
tees, as well as the Planning 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The Rutland County 
Parent-Child Center needs 
to do some renovations 
before it can start offering 
child care again.

“We’ll need to put in 
wa l l s , ”  sa id  Execut i ve 
Director Mary Feldman. 
“Our space we utilize is a 
large space. It’s divided by 
bookcases and things that 
up to now have been OK.”

Day cares — that weren’t 
already operating under a 
dispensation to look after 
children of essential work-
ers — are being allowed to 
reopen June 1 under a set 
of new guidelines, ranging 
from cleaning require-
ments to social distancing 
and use of personal pro-
tective equipment. Oper-
ators across the state are 
struggling to figure out 
how to function under the 
new requirements, and 
some say they are straining 
under the process.

For example, Feldman 
said she isn’t sure how 
realistic it is to expect a 
3-year-old to wear a mask. 
She noted that providers 

can comfort a crying child, 
but will have to change 
their clothes if they get any 
tears on them.

“We’re in uncharted 
territory,” she said. “The 
reopening of the economy 
is critically tied to child 
care and early childhood 
education, period. The 
question is how to we do 
it safely. I would love to 
have a medical practitioner 
come through and say what 
we need to do.”

Erica Eaton, kitchen 
manager and after-school 
coordinator at Good Shep-
herd’s Little Lambs Early 
Learning Center, said they 
are changing their drop-off 
and pick-up points.

“We have three entrances 
normally — we’re down to 
one,” she said. “We have 
also changed some rooms 
around. We recently had 
some building done so 
we are able to separate 
children and keep groups 
smaller.”

Ea ton  sa id  they  a re 
banning water bottles in 
favor of disposable cups, 
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Sarah Graves, of Marshfield, fills a seedling order Friday at the Cate Farm in East Montpelier. The local farm’s popular spring plant sale has 
moved online for ordering and payment. Customers can pick up their orders on Fridays and Saturdays at the farm. Hunger Mountain Co-op also 
carries a selection of the farm’s seedlings but the full selection of 400 different plant varieties is only online.
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Employee Lexie Blandin, of Orange, checks a customer’s temperature as he enters 
Lenny’s Shoe & Apparel in Barre as the retailer reopened for in-person shopping 
Monday. In addition to checking temperatures, the store is limiting occupancy to 10 
customers and requiring face masks.
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CHECKING IN
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Meteorologist Mark Breen of 

the Fairbanks Museum talks 

about how the pandemic has 

been affecting his life.  A5

In the news
Barre Town and Montpelier 

police have so much to 

report.  A3
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