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May 17-19
DANCE!

45th Annual Dance Performances. 

Contemporary Dance and Fitness 

Studio presents its 45th annual show 

of multiple ages and genres in an 

inspiring presentation. $12/$17, 

7-10 p.m. Barre Opera House, 6 

N. Main St., Barre, info@cdandfs.

comcastbiz.net, 802-229-4676.

“Our history shades 

our present, and is thus 

a part of our present. 

When that history is 

regrettable, including 

slavery, subjugation 

and discrimination, 

its shadows into our 

present are regrettable, 

too. We can’t expunge 

history, but we do well 

when we learn from it 

and take declarative 

steps to remediate its 

long-lasting effects 

and create a brighter 

history for future 

generations.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Two troopers are on admin-

istrative leave following a 

shooting on Saturday.  A2

Expert: Bourgoin was insane

Ashe throws brakes on city’s request

Norwich holds historic 
2019 commencement

Murder trial set 
for September

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A Williston 
man charged with killing five Cen-
tral Vermont teens in a fiery car 
crash believed he was controlled 
by lights on an ATM, music from 
his car radio and Morse Code from 
the static on his TV, a Boston-area 
psychiatrist testified on Monday.

Steven D. Bourgoin, 38, was 

clearly insane at the time of the 
wrong-way crash, Dr. David Ros-
marin testified in Vermont Superior 
Court.

He said Bourgoin had mental 
health issues for much of his life, 
but he really took a spiral downward 
about a month before the fatal crash. 
Rosmarin said Bourgoin also thought 
he had been selected to be part of a 
secret government mission .

He also thought an emergency 
medical technician was there to 
extricate him for the government 
mission while he was being taken 
by ambulance to the hospital for his 
serious injuries.

“He almost died,” Rosmarin said 
about Bourgoin’s injuries.

Rosmarin explained his profes-
sional diagnosis was based in part 
on two personal visits with Bourgoin 

in prison that totaled about nine 
hours. The doctor said he also 
had the benefit of various witness 
statements, police reports and the 
findings of a psychiatrist retained by 
the state who also found Bourgoin 
insane.

Asked if he read the report by 
the second psychiatrist, Dr. Rena 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The city’s 
non-citizen voting charter change 
request has been sidelined this 
legislative session by Senate Pro 
Tempore Tim Ashe, D-Chittenden.

Montpelier requested a charter 
change to enact an ordinance 
to allow legal residents who are 
not citizens to vote in municipal 

elections after voters overwhelm-
ingly approved the proposal by a 
two-to-one majority, 2,857-1,488, in 
the November elections.

If approved by the Legisla-
ture and signed by the governor, 
non-citizens would be allowed to 
vote for the municipal budget, 
mayor, city council candidates and 
other municipal issues, but not 
for the school budget because the 

Montpelier-Roxbury Public Schools 
District is a unified entity, accord-
ing to Montpelier City Clerk John 
Odum.

The request fell to the House 
Government Operations Commit-
tee to consider the request after 
Rep. Mary Hooper, D-Montpelier, 
introduced H.207 with co-sponsor 
Rep. Warren Kitzmiller, D-Mont-
pelier, the ranking member of 

the committee. The committee 
voted along party lines to approve 
the request, 11-3. Last month, the 
House voted 95-46 during the sec-
ond reading of the bill to approve 
the request and approved the third 
reading on a voice vote, forwarding 
it to the Senate Government Opera-
tions Committee for consideration.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

NORTHFIELD — Grad-
uates of tradition-rich Nor-
wich University did their 
school’s 200-year-old “I will 
try” motto one better on 
Saturday.

They didn’t just try, they 
triumphed.

On a day when they heard 
from their proud president, 
a best-selling author, and a 

“dead man” talking, the lat-
est batch of graduates from 
the nation’s oldest private 
military college won what 
for most was a four-year 
battle and were promptly 
declared ready for war.

Judging by their jubilant 
faces as they strode across 
the stage in Jacob Shapiro 
Field House – most in dress 
blue uniforms, but many in 
traditional caps and gowns 

– Saturday’s victory was oh 
so sweet.

Any doubt about that 
was erased when a mix of 
military caps and mortar 
boards came raining down 
like confetti after the last 
of three celebratory vol-
leys from the cannon just 
outside.

Typically there are only 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Jayveon Cabal-
lero’s murder trial is look-
ing like it will take place in 
late September rather than 
August.

Caballero, 31, has been 
c h a r g e d  w i t h 
first-degree murder 
in the fatal shoot-
ing of Markus Aus-
tin in Montpelier 
in January 2017. 
He pleaded not 
guilty to the charge 
in August, and is 
being held without 
bail at Southern 
State Correctional 
Facility in Springfield. He 
faces a maximum sentence 
of life in prison.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  c o u r t 
records, a witness told 
police Austin was shot 
around 4:30 a.m. Jan. 22, 
2017, in the parking lot 
outside his 191 Barre St., 
apartment in Montpelier. 
Austin died from a 9-mm 
gunshot wound to the 
chest, according to police 
and court records.

Police said the shooting 
followed a fight outside 
Gusto’s bar in Barre the 
previous evening, when 
witnesses said Austin hit 

Caballero’s girlfriend, who 
required medical treatment 
as a result. Officials said 
Caballero waited outside 
Austin’s apartment before 
Austin was shot.

A hearing was held in 
Washington County crimi-

nal court in Barre 
Monday to check 
on the status of 
the case. The trial 
had been slated 
for August or Sep-
tember, but Cabal-
lero’s attorney 
Dan Sedon said 
September was 
more realistic due 
to the availability 

of witnesses that will testify 
in the case. Sedon said he 
and the state have been 
conducting depositions and 
another round of those are 
being scheduled now.

Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Elizabeth Anderson 
said Sedon is planning 
on using an expert and 
depending on what that 
expert is planning on tes-
tifying about, the state will 
likely want to depose the 
expert before the trial. 
Sedon had said in the 
past he’s been in contact 

JOSH KUCKENS / STAFF PHOTO

At the end of a free factory tour on Mothers Day, Sarah Griffin, left, laughs at a cow-related pun with her sons Zachary Aimetti, center, and Connor 
Aimetti, right, as they await free samples in the tasting room at Ben & Jerry’s in Waterbury on Sunday.

CHILLING WITH MOMS

NON-CITIZEN VOTING CHARTER CHANGE 

MARKUS AUSTIN MURDER

Caballero NORWICH UNIVERSITY

JOSH KUCKENS / STAFF PHOTO

Civilian and military graduates file into the Shapiro Fieldhouse as commencement begins 
at Norwich University on Saturday.
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