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Dems unveil charges

Panel aims to reduce inequalities

Shareholder buyout nears finish line

Committee 
will explore 
busing plan

By LISA MASCARO  

and MARY CLARE JALONICK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — House Dem-
ocrats announced two articles of 
impeachment against President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday, declar-
ing he “betrayed the nation” with 
his actions toward Ukraine as they 

pushed toward historic proceed-
ings that are certain to help define 
his presidency and shape the 2020 
election.

The specific charges aimed at 
removing the 45th president of the 
U.S.: Abuse of power and obstruc-
tion of Congress.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, flanked 

by the chairmen of impeachment 
inquiry committees at the U.S. Cap-
itol, said they were upholding their 
solemn oath to defend the Consti-
tution. Trump responded angrily 
on Twitter: “WITCH HUNT!”

Voting is expected in a matter 
of days by the Judiciary Commit-
tee, which begins deliberations 

Wednesday, and by Christmas in 
the full House. The charges, if 
approved, would then be sent to 
the Senate, where the Republi-
can majority would be unlikely to 
convict Trump, but not without a 
potentially bitter trial just as voters 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A 10-page report presented to 
the Legislative Joint Justice Over-
sight Committee on Tuesday by 
members of the Racial Dispari-
ties in the Criminal and Juvenile 
Justice System Advisory Panel 
makes several recommendations 

for responding to what the panel 
clearly calls “white privilege.”

The report calls both white 
supremacy and white privilege 
“awful terms” but say they describe 
the “truest nature of the problem 
that all Vermonters face.”

“These are terms that in their 
fullest essence describe not merely 

simple costuming and the burning 
of crosses but rather a system of 
unequal interaction that causes 
great and real pain to Vermonters. 
We call upon all persons of good 
will to do their best to rise above 
feelings of discomfort, alienation 
and pain to address white suprem-
acy and white privilege and their 

effects,” the report said.
Etan Nasreddin-Longo, chair-

man of the racial disparities panel, 
on Tuesday called the report “18 
months of hard work.”

“I know we’re all hoping it’s 
going to go much further than just 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

CALAIS — The finish line is 
in sight for a shareholder buy-
out of the Maple Corner Store.

Officials involved in a year-
long effort to attract supporters 
of the project said they had 
received enough pledges to buy 
the business from owners Artie 
and Nancy Toulis. A closing on 
the transfer of ownership was set 

for Tuesday.
A “Pass the Torch” celebra-

tion of the community drive will 
be held at the renamed Maple 
Corner Community Center on 
Saturday, from 4 to 7 p.m. with 
music by The Larkspurs and 
final bidding on a silent auction 
to continue raising funds for 
the project. Last-minute shares 
in the store will be available to 
fund additional needs at the 

store, such as an expanded 
septic system and new kitchen 
equipment.

Off ic ia l s  sa id  they  had 
received enough pledges 
towards the $450,000 needed 
to close the deal, which will 
cover the $375,000 asking price 
plus inventory, closing costs and 
attorney fees.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A School Board committee is 
ready to launch a conversation about student 
transportation that could lead to buses stop-
ping twice a day at Spaulding High School.

That would be the first in the history of a 
high school that was founded on Washing-
ton Street in 1890, moved to its current Ayers 
Street location in 1965, and earlier this year 
became the anchor of the two-town, three-
school Barre Unified Union School District.

The state-ordered merger of the previously 
autonomous Barre, Barre Town and Spauld-
ing school districts rekindled interest in an 
idea that has never managed to get any trac-
tion in the past.

It may now, because members of the dis-
trict’s facilities committee recently requested 
and received permission to take on transpor-
tation and were urged on Monday to think 
bigger than debating a recent shift from 
chains to studded tires for school buses.

Spaulding Assistant Principal Luke Aither 
delivered the nudge while acknowledging 
providing “district-wide transportation” 
sounded much simpler than it is.

“It’s a huge can of worms,” he said.
According to Aither, it could require 

tinkering with start times at the district’s 
three schools and may entail a discussion of 
whether Spaulding students should ride on 
the same buses as their younger counterparts 
destined for centralized elementary schools in 
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DCF’s Amanda Grearson, left, and Alona Tate, right, organize hundreds of donations from Green Mountain United Way’s annual Tatum’s Totes 
holiday toy drive on Tuesday in Barre. The donations, which will go to foster families in the Barre, Newport, and St. Johnsbury DCF districts, are 
a big help for families during the holiday season.

JOSH KUCKENS / STAFF PHOTO

Justin Sell, left, guides his older brother Christian Sell, center, as the Central Vermont Pioneers sled 
hockey team invited the public to join in at the Norwich Men’s hockey practice on Monday night in 
Northfield. Sled Hockey is a challenging sport that allows for participation from both able and differently 
abled persons, such as Christian, who lives with a rare genetic disorder, Mowatt-Wilson syndrome.
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Thursday
GINGERBREAD 

FESTIVAL

Prizes for the best sustain-

able-themed gingerbread houses 

and serving cocktails on us. 

Register or RSVP. 4-7 p.m. Caledonia 

Spirits, 116 Gin Lane, Montpelier, 

erin.rocheleau@suncommon.com, 

802-398-7118.

This holiday season, 

help prove to a 

veteran there is no 

shame in needing 

a hand up by 

supporting them at 

whatever stage of life 

they are.

Commentary, A4

In the news
A local artist is working on 

a dance performance in 

a Barre Town quarry next 

summer to help people see 

the quarry in a new light.  A3

Local family-run restaurant 

Positive Pie celebrated its 

20th anniversary in Plainfield 

on Saturday.  A3

RACIAL JUSTICE

SPAULDING HIGH SCHOOL

MAPLE CORNER STORE
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