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Voters OK merged budget

Creamery founders named to HOF

Allen to leave Capital City

Berlin voters 
say yes to 
merger docs

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — Voters 
in a new five-town union school 
district collectively approved a $34 
million spending plan to operate 
the consolidated six-school system 
that is ready to launch next week.

On a day when turnout was light, 
the budget that will finance ele-
mentary schools in Berlin, Calais, 

East Montpelier, Middlesex and 
Worcester, as well as U-32 Middle 
and High School, passed 497-307.

It wasn’t a clean sweep in the 
Washington Central Unified Union 
School District, but it didn’t need 
to be.

Ballots cast Tuesday in all five 
communities were tabulated sep-
arately and the budget passed in 
four of them while failing, 98-129, 

in Calais.
The 31-vote margin of defeat 

in Calais wasn’t the closest of the 
evening. The budget passed by a 
slim 16 votes, 60-44, in Worcester 
and by just three votes, 58-55, in 
Berlin. The budget was comfortably 
approved, 102-39, in Middlesex and 
passed by an even wider margin, 
179-40, in East Montpelier.

Scott Thompson, chairman of 

the new Washington Central board, 
acknowledged the “significant 
protest vote in Calais” and noted 
that support for the budget varied 
based on its tax impacts. East Mont-
pelier and Middlesex both fare well 
under the merger, while Calais and 
Worcester are hit hardest.

Thompson, who lives in Calais, 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

Vermont Creamery co-founders 
Bob Reese and Allison Hooper 
were inducted into the Specialty 
Food Association Hall of Fame in 
a ceremony at the Summer Fancy 
Food Show in New York City on 
Sunday.

The Specialty Food Association 
represents thousands of artisanal 

food producers with annual sales 
of $150 billion, the fastest growing 
sector of the food market in the 
United States. On Sunday, the asso-
ciation inducted eight individuals 
whose accomplishments within 
the specialty food industry were 
recognized.

Vermont Creamery was founded 
in Websterville in 1984, when 
Reese and Hooper were pioneers 

of the artisan cheese movement 
in the United States, introducing 
Americans to fresh and aged goat 
cheeses, European-style cultured 
butter and crème fraîche, which 
have won hundreds of national 
and international awards. In its 
35th year of business, Vermont 
Creamery supports a network of 
more than 17 family farms, promot-
ing sustainable agriculture in the 

region. B Corp-certified in 2014, 
the creamery was ranked one of the 
“Best Places to Work in Vermont” 
by Vermont Business Magazine. In 
March 2017, Reese and Hooper 
sold the business, which remains 
independently operated, to Min-
nesota-based Land ’O Lakes, one of 
America’s largest agribusiness and 
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MONTPELIER — Assis-
tant City Manager Sue 
Allen has announced she 
will be stepping down later 
this year and leaving the 
area after decades of being 
involved in media and poli-
tics in the Capital City.

Al len,  61,  i s  leav ing 
because her husband, Jim 
Picone, is taking a job as 
a physician’s assistant in 
general practice medicine 
at Grace Cottage Family 
Health and Hospital in 
Townshend.

So, we’re gonna move,” 
Allen said in an interview 

Monday. “He was looking 
around for a job around 
here, and all over the state, 
and this one came up. It’s 
an exciting opportunity for 
us.

“There’s a sadness for 
us leaving Montpelier and 
this area but we also have 
friends down there, so it 
will be an interesting, fun 
adventure,” Allen added.

Allen said the couple 
will probably rent out their 
Calais home while they look 
around for places to rent or 
buy down south. “We’ll be 
a little up in the air about 
that,” Allen said.

“I’l l  be around for a 

while yet — I have the 1 
Taylor Street project going, 
the garage project going, 
things that I don’t just want 
to walk away from and I 
want to make sure some-
one is in place to pick up 
those pieces,” Allen said. 
She was referring to the 
Taylor Street transit center 
and housing complex, due 
for completion in August; 
and the proposed public 
parking garage on the Cap-
itol Plaza Hotel parking 
lot, although local residents 
have appealed permits for 
the project.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BERLIN — Voters at a 
special meeting Monday 
approved three documents 
designed to protect the 
town’s interests in Berlin 
Elementary School follow-
ing the July 1 launch of the 
state-ordered merger that will 
necessitate it changing hands.

The looming transfer 
will feature restrictions 
approved at Monday’s town 
meeting-style session. The 
meeting was the last for the 
Berlin School Board before 
it cedes operational author-
ity of its pre-K-6 system to 
the 10-member board of the 
Washington Central Unified 
Union School District next 
week.

Vera Frazier, who serves 
as chairwoman of the local 
board and one of Berlin’s 
two representatives on the 
new merged board, urged 
approval of three documents 
— an option, an easement 
and a lease extension. All, 
she said, were drafted by the 
board’s lawyer following a 
May 8 meeting with the Select 
Board.

Frazier acknowledged one 

of the documents — the 
option — mirrors language 
included in default articles 
of agreement for the merged 
district. It would, she said, 
give the town the right to pur-
chase the school property for 
$1 in the event it ever ceases 
to be used for the “direct 
delivery of education.”

Though the articles of 
agreement say the same 
thing, Frazier said, it is pos-
sible they could be changed 
in the future — a decision 
that wouldn’t be made exclu-
sively by Berlin voters or their 
elected representatives.

“We felt it best to have 
another layer of protection,” 
she said, noting that attorney 
Scott Cameron was com-
fortable with the language 
the board had proposed. 
There was praise for school 
directors who moved swiftly 
to react to property-related 
issues that were flagged late 
in the merger process.

“I want to give the School 
Board credit for pursuing 
this and trying to protect 
the interests of the town,” 
Se lec t  Board  member 
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Don Stoppe leads a group of cyclists from Plymouth, N.H. through rainy conditions along Barre-Montpelier Road on Tuesday.
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Montpelier Assistant City Manager Sue Allen plans to step down from the post later this year.
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“There is possibly no 

more simple pleasure 

than spreading a 

blanket on the town 

green, opening the 

picnic cooler and 

enjoying a concert from 

the bandstand while 

children laugh and 

play, and grandparents 

smile at the newest 

generation.”
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