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 �MAY 22, 2020 DRAWS
Midday: 9-1-0 and 3-0-6-1
Evening: 2-2-1 and 7-6-3-9
New York State
7-7-8 LS22 and 9-4-2-5 LS20

  GARDENING

  HEALTH

  OUTDOORS

6 odd veggies
Well, not so much “odd” 

but perhaps underutilized. 

Our gardening columnist 

Henry Homeyer wants to 

refamiliarize readers with 

varieties such as celery 

root, kohlrabi, artichokes 

and a few other tooth-

some beauties.  
                                   C1

Tracking bugs
Heath inspectors want to 

find out every human con-

tact their subjects have 

been close to during the 

past several weeks. Not 

as easy as it sounds.  
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Jensen Afield
Outdoors columnist 

Dennis Jensen shares not 

why the turtle crossed the 

road so much as how to 

help it safely across. Hint: 

They’re not called “snap-

ping” turtles for nothing.  
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More business OK’d to open

District prepared for cash crunch

Virus tamps down holiday

Retirement 
offered early 
to 55 workers

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. 
Phil Scott has announced 
restaurants can open for 
outdoor seating,  some 
medical procedures can 
resume and businesses 
such as salons and barber-
shops, can start back up 
May 29 in response to the 

state’s positive handling 
of the novel coronavirus 
pandemic.

T h e  g o v e r n o r  s a i d 
depending on data track-
ing the virus that causes 
COVID-19, he’s looking 
to increase the number of 
people allowed to group 
up from 10 to 25 starting 
June 1. He also announced 

churches can open at 25% 
capacity.

It wasn’t all good news 
because  the  governor 
announced that fairs and 
festivals have been canceled 
for the summer, including 
the Vermont State Fair in 
Rutland and the Champlain 
Valley Fair — two very pop-
ular summertime events. 

Events that take place in 
the fall may be able to go 
forward, but Scott said it 
would depend on where 
things stand in the coming 
months.

The  numbers  be ing 
reported from the Depart-
ment of Health continue to 
be encouraging. The state 
has ramped up its testing 

ability and state officials 
expected that to mean 
an increase in positive 
tests. But the department 
reported only two new 
cases of the virus Friday, 
increasing the total con-
firmed cases in the state 
from 950 to 952. There also 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A financial 
storm may be brewing for school 
districts around the state, but mem-
bers of the Montpelier Roxbury 
School Board were told Wednes-
day night they’ve got a reasonably 
sturdy umbrella.

Af ter  f l agg ing  more  than 
$610,000 in savings – some admit-
tedly more speculative than others 
– Superintendent Libby Bonesteel 
spoke with some confidence about 
the fiscal stability of a school district 
that is suddenly operating in “the 
land of the unknown.”

“We are in a very solid place 

going into a very uncertain future 
financially and we probably have 
way more flexibility … than many 
districts across the state,” she said.

Though it came even as a school 
year that was interrupted by a 
global pandemic is coming to a 
chaotic close and there appear to 
be nothing but question marks with 

respect to what school will look like 
in the fall, Bonesteel’s cautiously 
optimistic assertion isn’t without 
justification.

The two-town district Bonesteel 
is responsible for running carried 
a sizable surplus – nearly $890,000 

By BEN FINLEY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Millions of Americans are 
set to emerge from corona-
virus lockdowns and take 
tentative steps outdoors to 
celebrate Memorial Day 
weekend at beaches, cook-
outs and family gatherings, 
raising concern among pub-
lic health officials that large 
gatherings could cause 

outbreaks to come roaring 
back.

Medical experts warn 
that the virus won’t take a 
holiday for the traditional 
start of summer. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention continues 
to recommend that people 
stay home, avoid crowds 
and connect with family 
and friends by phone or 

video chat.
Dr. Seth Cohen, an infec-

tious disease expert at the 
University of Washington 
Medical Center-Northwest 
in Seattle, advised that 
people who do celebrate 
keep their distance from 
one another, wear masks 
and avoid sharing food and 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — 
Bracing for a brutal budget 
season they were told may 
force them to seriously 
consider cutting staff, mem-
bers of the Washington 
Central School Board have 
approved an administrative 
recommendation that will 
essentially incentivize early 
retirement in the five-town 
district.

The proposal provoked 
mixed rev iews  dur ing 
Wednesday night’s virtual 
board meeting and that 
division was ultimately 
reflected in the, 8-4, vote 
approving a plan to extend 
the early retirement offer 
to 55 eligible employees 
across the pre-K-12 district 
anchored by U-32 Middle 
and High School.

Citing “dire” financial 
projections that could influ-
ence a fiscal year that won’t 
start for another 13 months, 
Interim Superintendent 
Debra Taylor pitched the 
plan she said enjoyed her 
support, the endorsement 

of incoming superinten-
dent Brian Olkowski and 
the backing of administra-
tors across the six-school 
district.

The board-approved pro-
posal will guarantee the mix 
of professional and support 
staff who accept the offer 
by Sept. 15 50 percent of 
their annual salary paid in 
three annual installments 
and one year of continued 
health insurance with the 
district paying 80 percent of 
the premiums for a single 
plan.

The plan is to extend that 
offer to the 55 employees 
who have worked for some 
facet of the now-merged 
school system for at least 
15 years and whose age and 
years of service add up to at 
least 70.

Board members were 
told 28 professional staff 
and 27 support staff fit that 
profile and administrators 
expect roughly 40 percent 
of them might opt for early 
retirement.
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The Vermont Air National Guard performs an F-35 flyover above the Central Vermont Medical Center in Berlin on Friday to honor Vermont’s front-
line COVID-19 responders and essential workers. Dubbed Operation America Strong, the 158th fighter wing performed flyovers at 16 hospitals 
and medical centers around the state during the event.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Owner Tim Boltin and employee April Pope decorate cakes Friday during the first 
official day of business at Delicate Decadence’s new location in the Blanchard Block 
in Barre. The new space is three times larger than the bakery and coffeee shop’s old 
spot and will allow for numerous tables, a meeting space and classes.
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In the news
Educators looking for in-

equity in Vermont schools 

sees it highlighted by the 

pandemic.  
                                   A3

MONTPELIER ROXBURY SCHOOLS

WASHINGTON CENTRAL SCHOOL BOARD

See Business, page  A6

See Schools , page  A6

See Virus, page  A5See WCSB, page  A5


