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Gallery
Peak foliage has arrived in 

central Vermont. Photog-

rapher Jeb Wallace-Bro-

deur shares some of its 

brilliance.  A7

 �OCT. 11, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 6-4-1 and 9-9-5-5 
Evening: 1-5-7 and 0-7-8-0
New York State:
4-3-2 LS9 and 9-8-4-9 LS30
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Trail blazing
Some Vermont ski areas 

are finding ways to stay 

independent, bucking the 

industry trend of consoli-

dation.  B4

Getting colder
With fall in full swing and 

winter approaching, there 

is a list of tasks that must 

be completed to maintain 

a healthy garden.  C1

Showtime
The Carpenters Tribute 

Concert, starring Sally Ol-

son and Ned Mills, comes 

to Brandon Town Hall on 

Friday, Oct. 18.  D1

Board weighs survey results

Testimony: Trump wanted ouster

Chamber award honors women 
leaders throughout central Vt. 

City ponders 
tax stabilization, 
TIF conflict

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The Barre Unified 
School Board wants time to ponder 
the results of a recently completed 
survey that members hope will be 
helpful as they prepare a budget 
for a merged district that includes 
elementary schools in Barre and 
Barre Town, as well as Spaulding 
High School.

Board members were told during 
their Thursday night meeting that 
response to the 27-question survey, 
which was available both online 
and in printed form, was respect-
able. More than 400 people took 
the time to fill it out in recent 
weeks – providing feedback that 
School Director Sonya Spaulding 
said should serve help frame the 
board’s first real round of budget 

deliberations.
Elected in April, board members 

rubber-stamped the $45.1 million 
spending proposal that was collec-
tively approved by voters in Barre 
and Barre Town, 631-361, during a 
special election in May.

Though several members – 
including Spaulding and Chair-
man Paul Malone – served on the 
transitional board that trimmed the 

budget’s bottom line by roughly 
$640,000 before it was presented 
to voters, most of those changes 
involved deferring proposals to add 
new positions.

With a first draft of a budget 
for the merged district expected 
next month, the board is readying 
to take its first critical look at the 

By MARY CLARE JALONICK  

and ADAM GELLER

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Defying Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ban on cooper-
ation with the impeachment inquiry, 
former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
Marie Yovanovitch told lawmakers 
Friday that Trump himself had pres-
sured the State Department to oust 
her from her position.

Yovanovitch said in an opening 
statement obtained by The Associated 
Press that she was “abruptly” recalled 
in May and told the president had 
lost confidence in her. She said she 
was told by an official that there was 
a “concerted campaign against me” 
and that Trump had pressured offi-
cials to remove her for almost a year.

“Although I understand that I 
served at the pleasure of the president, 

I was nevertheless incredulous that the 
U.S. government chose to remove an 
ambassador based, as best as I can tell, 
on unfounded and false claims by peo-
ple with clearly questionable motives,” 
Yovanovitch wrote in the statement.

Yovanovitch appeared on Capitol 
Hill Friday for a deposition in the 
Democrats’ impeachment inquiry, 
accepting lawmakers’ invitation to 
testify despite Trump’s declaration 

that no one in his administration 
would cooperate with the probe. The 
Democrats are investigating Trump’s 
dealings with the Ukrainian president.

Yovanovitch is now a State Depart-
ment fellow at Georgetown University. 
Trump said earlier this week that he 
would block all officials from testify-
ing, saying the probe was unfair and 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

BERLIN — People who 
champion opportunities 
for women in professional 
and community roles have 
been nominated for pres-
tigious awards by the Cen-
tral Vermont Chamber of 
Commerce.

Six finalists were cele-
brated at a ceremony at the 
Chamber’s headquarters in 
Berlin on Thursday. They 

are the first nominees in 
the state during the first 
year of the international 
Athena Leadership Award 
program in Vermont.

The winners in two cat-
egories of the award pro-
gram will be announced at 
a gala dinner at the Capitol 
Plaza Hotel in Montpelier 
Nov. 2, at 5:30 p.m.

The Athena Leadership 
Award program was started 
by Martha Mertz in 1982 

and has become a global 
movement to celebrate the 
leadership roles of women 
in business and the commu-
nity, with over 7,000 awards 
presented in eight countries 
over the past 36 years. The 
program is named after 
Athena, the goddess of 
Greek mythology, known 
for her strength, courage, 
wisdom and enlightenment.

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A revi-
sion of Montpelier’s tax sta-
bilization policy has raised 
concerns about potential 
conflicts with the city’s 
newly created Tax Incre-
mental Financing district.

The issue arose at a meet-
ing of City Council Wednes-
day during discussion about 
revising the city’s tax stabili-
zation policy.

Review of the tax stabi-
lization policy followed 
a request by Councilor 
Ashley Hill some months 
ago, when she adamantly 
opposed city taxpayers hav-
ing to bear the burden of 
tax breaks for new housing 
or commercial develop-
ment because of the tax 
stabilization program in 
a city with high property 
taxes and rents. Hill voted 
against recent tax stabiliza-
tion requests for Caledonia 
Spirits on Barre Street and 
Timber Homes on Elm 
Street.

Hill was not present at 
Wednesday’s discussion.

However, the discussion 
also raised another issue 
for the council: Properties 

within the city’s  newly 
created Tax Incremental 
Financing, or TIF, district 
would not be eligible for tax 
stabilization, according to 
the revised policy the coun-
cil is being asked to review 
and approve at subsequent 
public hearings yet to be 
scheduled.

T h e  T I F  d i s t r i c t , 
approved in August by the 
Vermont Economic Prog-
ress Council, allows the city 
to use education property 
taxes to support infrastruc-
ture improvements — such 
as roads, sidewalks, sewer, 
water and utilities — to 
encourage a developer to 
build in the city because of 
reduced overheads.

Fraser said he had heard 
a range of opinions about 
the conflict between a TIF 
district and tax stabilization, 
including that the city could 
not allow tax stabilization 
within a TIF district.

“Or, you can do it, but 
the city has to make up the 
difference,” Fraser said, 
meaning that the loss of 
tax revenue due to tax sta-
bilization in the TIF district 
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A crew of volunteers from the National Life Group carve more than 100 pumpkins Friday in preparation for Saturday’s Enchanted Forest event 
in Montpelier’s Hubbard Park. The annual celebration explores the mystery of nature with theater, storytelling, wagon rides, candlelit trails and 
more on a magical walk through the park from 3 to 8 p.m.
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Nate Ebert, from Foxfire Tree Care of Plainfield, removes branches Friday from an 
ailing maple tree on the lawn of the First Church of Christ, Scientist in Montpelier.
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