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Welch looks to fill senate seat
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SPOTLIGHT

Downstreet regroups
Following the departure
of the organization’s new
CEO after a few months,
Downstreet has turned to
a respected name in the
sector to lead during the
new search.
A5

Vermont’s sole member of the
U.S. House of Representatives,
Democratic Rep. Peter Welch,
announced Monday that he will run
for the U.S. Senate seat now held
by Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy.
Welch’s decision comes a week after
the 81-year-old Leahy’s announcement that he will not seek reelection
to the seat he first won in 1974.

Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt., questions
former U.S. Ambassador to
Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch before
the House Intelligence Committee
on Capitol Hill in Washington, Nov.
15, 2019. Welch, Vermont’s sole
member of the U.S. House of Representatives, announced Monday,
that he will run for the U.S. Senate
seat now held by Democratic
Sen. Patrick Leahy, who has said
he won’t seek reelection.

Democrats are clinging to a slim
majority in the Senate, and the
2022 election could change that.
“It’s just a critical moment in our
democracy and in our country,” the
74-year-old Welch told The Associated Press on Monday. “Are we
going to continue to make progress facing climate change? Are
we going to fight for reproductive
See Welch, page A5
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Team growth
What Castleton University
women’s basketball lacked
in size, they made up for in
talent. Come January, they’ll
get more of both.
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SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH

Barre gets a jump on super shuffle
Districts take different approaches
By DAVID DELCORE
STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Members of the Barre
Unified School Board have positioned themselves near the front
of what is expected to be a crowded
class when it comes to searching for
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The Unitarian Church of Montpelier was holding a Gratitude Circle on Sunday afternoon. Attendees shared what they were thankful for and tied
their note on a tree.
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a new superintendent.
In Barre the job was posted, the
deadline has passed, the applications are in hand and a broad-based
committee was scheduled to meet
for the first time late Monday afternoon in keeping with an aggressive

WASHINGTON CENTRAL

schedule that could result in the
job being offered and accepted by
the end of the year.
Barre’s search is entering a key
phase even as members of the
Washington Central School Board
were just told their own search for
a superintendent will play out in
a “seller’s market” at a time when
several other districts will also be

shopping for new educational
leaders.
Some, like the two-town, threeschool Barre District and the Brattleboro-based Windham Southeast
Supervisory Union, are already
actively looking. Others, like the
Rutland Northeast Supervisory
See Super, page A5

MASK MANDATE PROPOSAL

Board introduces
budget parameters
By DAVID DELCORE
STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER
— Earlier this month the
Washington Central Unified Union School District
made the final $155,000
payment on the voter-approved bond that financed
a major upgrade to the U-32
Middle and High School
campus 20 years ago.
However, while the district just shed the debt
service associated with the
bond it doesn’t appear that
will have a favorable affect
on the bottom line of a budget that is still in its infancy.
Debt service will drop
by $155,000, according
to the budget’s first draft.

However, that savings would
be neutralized by a plan to
boost the district’s annual
appropriation to its capital
projects fund by the same
$155,000.
The budget approved by
voters in Berlin, Calais, East
Montpelier, Middlesex and
Worcester on Town Meeting Day included a capital
fund transfer of $725,000.
The first draft of the budget
that would be presented to
those same voters in March
contemplates that transfer
swelling to $880,000. The
difference is the $155,000
on principle and interest
PHOTO BY SARAH MILLIGAN
the district has been paying There was a special Session of the Senate on Monday to discuss draft proposed Bill 21-

1038 to turn mask mandates over to municipal authorities. Protesters were outside the
See Budget, page A5 Statehouse on Monday morning. Story on page A5.
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