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Gallery
Dozens of students from 

around the state spent 

part of their week in 

Central Vermont for the 

All State Music Festival, 

hosted by U-32.  A6

 �MAY 10, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 4-3-6 and 9-0-0-8 
Evening: 6-3-7 and 5-4-5-5
New York State:
6-2-3 LS11 and 1-6-3-1 LS11
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Expanding in Vt.
A statewide program is 

playing a role in boosting 

business growth in Ver-

mont.  B4

Going global
In the tourism industry, 

we are competing in an 

ever-increasingly global 

market.  C5

Great minds
The Heliand Consort 

on May 19 in Plainfield 

will explore the complex 

triangle that brought 

together three of the 

greatest musical minds of 

the Romantic era.  D1

High court rejects appeal

Defense begins in Bourgoin trial

Change at the helm of gallery

Merged 
budget on 
Tuesday 
ballot

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The Vermont 
Supreme Court has rejected con-
victed murderer Jody Herring’s 
appeal of her sentence of life in 
prison without parole.

Herring, 43, was sentenced in 
November 2017 for killing Depart-
ment for Children and Families 

worker Lara Sobel, 48, and three 
relatives — cousins Rhonda Her-
ring, 48, Regina Herring, 43, and 
her aunt, Julie Falzarano, 73. Her-
ring killed Sobel outside the DCF 
offices at Barre City Place on Aug. 
7, 2015. Police said she killed her 
family members at a Berlin farm-
house earlier that day, although 
their bodies were not discovered 

until the next day.
She pleaded guilty to four counts 

of murder in July 2017.
Because Herring was given a life 

sentence, state law requires the 
case be appealed to the Vermont 
Supreme Court.

She was represented by Joshua 
O’Hara out of the Defender Gen-
eral’s office. O’Hara argued Judge 

John Pacht, who sentenced Her-
ring, abused his discretion because 
he used Herring’s history of trauma 
against her instead of using it as 
a mitigating factor against a life 
sentence.

O’Hara argued that Pacht con-
cluded, erroneously, that Herring 

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — Defense wit-
nesses on Friday began to sketch a 
portrait of a Williston man facing 
second-degree murder charges as 
somebody depressed over financial 
insecurity, displeasure at work, and 
a stressful family situation.

Lawyers for Steven D. Bourgoin, 
38, maintain their client was insane 
when he killed five Central Ver-
mont teens by driving his speeding 

truck in the wrong direction and 
slamming into their Volkswagen on 
Interstate 89 in Williston on Oct. 
8, 2016.

Bourgoin’s former fiancé, Anila 
Lawrence, of Williston, was the first 
defense witness and talked about 
their eight-year relationship. It 
appeared to hit rock bottom on 
May 12, 2016. She said Bourgoin 
threatened to drive her, their 
daughter and himself into a South 
Burlington pond to end their lives.

“We can all just die in the pond,” 
she quoted him as saying. He had 
been driving erratically that day as 
they drove through Williston, Essex 
and South Burlington, she said.

Lawrence said that was when 
she agreed to 50-50 custody of 
their daughter “so we could just go 
home.” Bourgoin had been allowed 
one hour of supervised visitation 
each Saturday morning at Essex 
gymnastics.

It was in sharp contrast to his 

behavior early in their relationship. 
She termed their relationship as 
“good” between 2008 and 2013. 
They bought a condo in Williston 
in 2010 and went on trips to Mex-
ico, the Bahamas, California and 
Jamaica.

Lawrence said she learned in 
June 2013 that she was pregnant 
on the same day Bourgoin was on 
his way home to ask her to marry 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A change of 
leadership at the Capital City’s 
premiere art gallery also marks 
a period of growth and outreach 
to expand access to the arts in 
central Vermont.

Margaret Coleman started last 
week as the new executive direc-
tor of the T.W. Wood Gallery on 
Barre Street. She succeeds Ginny 
Callan, who has been in the 

position four years. 
Coleman enters the position at 

a time of growth and new devel-
opment for the gallery and its 
adjacent partners — Montiverdi 
Music School and River Rock 
School — at The Center for Arts 
and Learning, which all share 
space in the former St. Michael’s 
Catholic School and convent. 
Founded in 2012, the arts center 
is now home to over 25 artists, 
writers and other artisans.

The T.W. Wood Gallery was 
founded by acclaimed artist 
Thomas Waterman Wood, a 
native of Montpelier who headed 
both the National Academy of 
Design and the American Water-
color Society. 

Coleman brings  her  own 
diverse immersion in the arts, 
having worked in a variety of roles 
at art organizations in New York 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — With one board now 
standing solidly behind one $45.1 mil-
lion budget, voters in Barre and Barre 
Town will collectively decide on Tues-
day whether to approve the first-ever 
spending plan for a merged pre-K-12 
school district that is otherwise ready 
to launch on July 1.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. at the Barre Municipal Audito-
rium for city voters and the gymnasium 
at Barre Town Middle and Elementary 
School for town voters. The combined 
results will determine the fate of a bud-
get that would finance the operation 
of currently autonomous elementary 
schools in both communities, jointly 
owned Spaulding High School, and 
administrative services.

The elimination of the supervisory 
union structure and the shift to a single 
school board are part of a merger that 
was ordered under Act 46.

There are several other forced merg-
ers in the works, but none are as far 
along as the one in Barre. The transi-
tion follows a three-year process that 
featured two failed attempts at volun-
tary merger that would have leveraged 

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Glenn Pratt, of Florida, Massachusetts, runs his canoe through a whitewater slalom course Friday while practicing for this weekend’s annual Fid-
dlehead Slalom Race on the Winooski River. The event is a stop on the New England Slalom Series and draws canoers and kayakers from all over 
the region. The race runs from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday and spectators can watch from Power Plant Road off of Gallison Hill in East Montpelier.
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Margaret Coleman has been named the new executive director of the T.W. Wood Gallery in Montpelier.
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