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BUILD T INY

Learn about tiny houses with Erin 

Maile O’Keefe, co-founder of Tiny 

House Fest Vermont and instructor 

at Yestermorrow Design/Build 

School. 7-8 p.m. Yestermorrow 

Design Build School, 7865 Main St., 

Waitsfield, info@yestermorrow.org, 

802-496-5545.

“If you weren’t 

concerned about 

vaping before, you 

should be now. The 

government is calling 

out one maker of 

e-cigarettes and 

saying, ‘Enough.’”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Democratic candidates look 

for edge on Iowa’s cam-

puses.  A2

A request by an East 

Montpelier man convicted of 

having sex with a minor to 

be released from probation 

was denied by Washington 

County criminal court.  A3

Town sets facebook policy

Board approves firetruck fix

Truck-train crash at rail 
crossing in Granite City

Trump ousts 
hawkish Bolton

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — When it 
comes to town-sponsored Face-
book pages, the Select Board on 
Monday adopted a “no comments” 
policy it believes will best serve the 
community.

The board was also told it is fac-
ing a hefty investment to protect 
and secure information contained 

on the town’s outdated computer 
server.

Heavily vetted by the Vermont 
League of Cities and Towns, the 
new policy contemplates using 
Facebook as a means of spreading 
municipal information without 
opening the door to what board 
members feared could be fre-
quently unproductive and poten-
tially libelous online conversations.

While Chairman Matthew Rou-
leau acknowledged the change may 
“border on censorship” to some, 
the alternative — at least from a 
liability perspective — was worse.

“My fear is opinions masquerade 
as facts a lot of times,” he said. “I’d 
rather not have that happen.”

At least not on Facebook pages 
that are seemingly sanctioned by 
the town.

Heading into Monday night’s 
meeting, three Facebook pages 
fit that bill — one for the town, 
another for public safety personnel 
and a third specifically created for 
the fire department and moderated 
by Fire Chief William Graham and 
resident Cindy Cross-Greenia.

The latter page was removed 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — Less than 
three years after buying a twice-re-
furbished ladder truck, the Select 
Board was told this week a key piece 
of the firefighting apparatus — the 
ladder — needs to be refurbished 
again.

That was the bad news.
The good news is that money for 

what could be a $45,000 fix to a 

20-year-old truck the town bought 
for $200,000 in 2016 is available, 
now that an accounting glitch 
involving the acquisition of a new 
fire truck has been resolved.

The board had planned to 
finance the new truck — an 2017 
HME rescue pumper — over five 
years, but the $100,000 expense was 
inadvertently paid in full over the 
summer. That depleted the town’s 
fire truck fund and board members 

approved the paperwork needed to 
correct the error at their Monday 
night meeting.

Town Manager Jackie Higgins 
presented the board with docu-
ments needed to secure a four-year, 
$80,000 loan from Peoples United 
Bank at 2.85% interest that she said 
would enable the town to pay the 
new truck off $20,000 installments 
as originally planned.

The current year’s installment 

— $20,000 plus interest — is spo-
ken for, but the balance of the 
borrowed money — nearly $60,000 
— will be placed back in the fire 
truck fund.

The timing is fortuitous because 
Fire Chief William Graham told 
board members they’ll need to 
spend much of that money fixing 
the 1999 ladder truck.

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A collision 
between a commercial truck 
and a railway locomotive on 
Hill Street in the Granite 
City on Tuesday afternoon 
closed off nearby streets 
shortly before schools let 
out.

No one was hurt in the 
accident at the rail crossing 
on Hill Street, although 

there was damage to two 
locomotives traveling in tan-
dem and to the front end 
and suspension of the truck. 
The truck also ruptured the 
fuel tank on the rear loco-
motive, raising concerns 
about the potential for an 
explosion and fire.

Police and emergency 
services responded at about 
2 p.m. after the collision. 
The two Vermont Railway 

locomotives were traveling 
back to the granite quarries 
to pick up more rail cars 
carrying stone. The truck, 
owned by Burrell Roofing, 
Inc., of Williamstown, was 
traveling down Hill Street 
towards South Main Street 
when it slammed into the 
rear locomotive.

Cheyenne  Baker,  o f 

By ZEKE MILLER  

and DEB RIECHMANN 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump on 
Tuesday abruptly forced 
out John Bolton, his hawk-
ish national security adviser 
with whom he had strong 
disagreements on Iran, 
Afghanistan and a cascade 
of other global challenges.

The two men offered 
opposing accounts  on 
Bolton’s less-than-friendly 
departure, final shots for 
what had been a fractious 
relationship almost from 
the start.

Trump tweeted that he 
told Bolton Monday night 
his services were no longer 
needed at the White House 
and Bolton submitted his 
resignation Tuesday morn-
ing. Bolton responded in 
a tweet of his own that he 
offered to resign Monday 
“and President Trump 
said, ‘Let’s talk about it 
tomorrow.’”

Trump said that he had 
“disagreed strongly” with 
many of Bolton’s sugges-
tions as national security 
adviser, “as did others in the 
administration.”

The departure comes 
at a trying moment for 
the Trump administration 

on the world stage, weeks 
a h e a d  o f  t h e  U n i t e d 
Nations General Assembly 
and as the president faces 
pressing decisions on a host 
of foreign policy issues.

As pressure has mounted 
amid global troubles and 
signs of an economic slow-
down at home, Trump has 
increasingly favored aides 
who are willing to defend 
him on television. Bolton 
was tentatively booked to 
appear on a pair of Sunday 
talk shows in late August but 
backed out, saying he was 
not comfortable with some 
of the administration’s 
plans, and that drew the 
president’s ire, according 
to a White House official 
not authorized to discuss 
private conversations

Also, tensions have risen 
between Bolton and Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo 
over influence in the pres-
ident’s orbit and how to 
manage the president’s 
desire to negotiate with 
some of the world’s most 
unsavory actors.

Since joining the admin-
istration in the spring 
of last year, Bolton has 
espoused skepticism about 
the president’s whirlwind 
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Norwich freshman William Tyler, of Manchester, New Hampshire, joins classmates in the planting of more than 3,000 small American flags on 
Tuesday evening ahead the 18th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. The project was coordinated by Norwich University’s political science 
club, POLITEA.
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Barre City Police and Fire departments respond to a collision between a truck and a granite 
train on Hill Street on Tuesday. The truck punctured the train car’s diesel fuel tank, leading 
to a leak.

IN REMEMBRANCE

See Facebook, page  A7

See Firetruck, page  A7

See Crash, page  A7See Bolton, page  A7


