
Now, more than ever, 

community  
matters.
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Here’s one way  

you can help our  

downtown right now:

Shop locally: 
Many local businesses  
have added online or  

call-in options. 
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Order expanded to travelers

Pulling together to feed homeless

Sewing for  
another cause 

Green Up Day postponed across state

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 
has ordered a 14-day quarantine for 
anyone coming to Vermont from 
out of state, the latest effort to stop 
the spread of the novel coronavirus.

Scott issued the order Monday 
morning, which was followed 
shortly by a news conference. 
The governor also clarified that 
all hotels, inns and motels are to 
be closed unless they are housing 
those approved by the state.

Scott said his order follows the 
guidance provided by the Center 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, which is asking those in New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut, 
deemed virus hot spots, not to 
engage in non-essential travel for 
the next 14 days. His quarantine 
order applies to anyone, resident 
or not, who comes to Vermont for 

a non-essential purpose.
“To be clear, this 14-day quaran-

tine does not apply for those just 
going to the grocery store or an 
essential job across the border,” he 
said.

The Vermont Department of 
Health reported 72 new confirmed 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Too many cooks might 
be just what the doctor ordered 
when it comes to keeping vulner-
able Vermonters fed in the middle 
of a pandemic.

At least that appears to be the 
case in central Vermont where, 
while steering clear of crowded 

kitchens, a just-launched regional 
“command center” has figured out 
how to feed nearly 200 homeless 
people now being put up in local 
motels.

It’s a seven-day-a-week, three-
meals-a-day operation that has 
evolved in recent  days ,  may 
morph in coming weeks but, 
for the moment, is meeting the 

COVID-19-inspired need thanks to 
an unconventional partnership.

It’s one that involves local clergy 
and some local businesses sharing 
the load with the two-person crew 
at the community kitchen acad-
emy run by Capstone Community 
Action.

There have been some early 
glitches, but the alliance seems 

to be working and just started 
what will be its first full week of 
operation.

Sunday wasn’t a day of rest at 
Enough Ministries where Dan 
Molind said his chef-wife Cathy 
led a kitchen crew that included 
his daughter, Katie, and church 

By STEVEN PAPPAS

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Anyone who knows 
Pam Loomis knows two things 
about her: she’s crafty and very 
giving.

In recent months, those traits 
have come together in bold efforts 
that first helped animals at risk in 
the Australian wildfires and now 
are helping to mitigate the spread 
of the coronavirus.

Within the last week, Loomis 
has been using up cotton fabric 
she has had leftover from years of 
doing crafts to make the N-95-type 
medical masks.

As of Sunday afternoon, she 
said she had completed 38 smaller 
masks and 18 medium-sized masks. 
There were another 63 pinned up 
and ready to be sewn, including 
some for smaller children.

“I do them in an assembly line,” 
Loomis said by way of explanation. 
“It’s a six-step process.”

On Monday, she planned to 
deliver (keeping social distance, 
of course) her bags of completed 
masks to a neighbor who is a local 
employee of Central Vermont 
Medical Center in Berlin. The 
masks would then be put through 
the hospital’s laundry and then 
distributed.

This project started when friends 
on Facebook tagged Loomis when 
they heard there was a worldwide 
shortage of the medical masks. 
Loomis said she also had heard 
that Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center in Lebanon, New Hamp-
shire, as well as CVMC, and other 
regional hospitals were looking for 
donations of either masks or hand 
sanitizer.

“I downloaded the pattern … 
and just started working,” she said.

Previously, Loomis had been 
m a k i n g  p o u c h e s  i n  w h i c h 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Green Up Day is postponed to 
May 30 because of the COVID-19 
outbreak and government mea-
sures to suppress it.

Kate Alberghini,  executive 
director of Green Up Vermont, 
said Monday that Green Up Ver-
mont’s board of directors made the 
decision over the weekend after 

soliciting opinions from more than 
100 towns and solid-waste districts.

“Essentially, if it were to happen 
on May 2, we would have to distrib-
ute (supplies) next week,” she said. 
“A lot of places are closed, so that’s 
a challenge.”

This is Green Up Day’s 50th anni-
versary. It’s a day where people all 
across the state volunteer to pick up 
roadside trash, which is gathered 

in green bags and disposed of at 
no cost to the volunteer collectors. 
Some towns host community-build-
ing events in tandem with the trash 
pick up.

Alberghini said of the 251 towns 
polled, 130 responded. Of those, 72 
said they’d support a move to May 
30, a date suggested by Green Up 
Vermont. Thirty-one towns said to 
keep it on May 2; 14 didn’t have an 

opinion; 10 wanted it moved to the 
fall; three said to cancel it.

The poll asked towns about 
moving it to the fall. Alberghini 
said 23 respondents said “yes” to 
that question, 41 said “no,” while 
56 were neutral or had no answer. 
A third question asked whether 
towns would be more comfortable 
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Joey Buttendorf, senior chef instructor at the Community Kitchen Academy, fills to-go containers Monday with roast chicken and mashed potatoes at Capstone 
Community Action in Barre. Buttendorf and her crew are producing 200 meals, twice a day, to feed our homeless population during the coronavirus crisis.
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Stacks of the medical masks that Pam Loomis, of Barre Town, has made 
in recent days.

Order tightens rules on lodgings

14-DAY QUARANTINE

Note to Readers
We will be publishing a print 

edition on Tuesday, Thursday 

and Saturday until further 

notice.  The COVID-19 crisis 

has forced us to make this 

temporary change. We hope 

to be back to publishing five 

days as soon as the health 

crisis has abated. We also re-

cently suspended all walk-in 

traffic to our offices. We 

encourage our loyal subscrib-

ers and advertisers to call us 

when paying bills, renewing 

subscriptions, placing ads 

or sharing news tips. Our 

customer service represen-

tatives are eager to assist 

you. Feel free to call 800-244-

2131. We remain grateful for 

your continued support of 

this newspaper during these 

challenging times.

Barre woman fills need for masks

Outbreak 2020
Additional coverage of the 

pandemic can be found on 

pages A2, A3, A5, B1, and 

more. Breaking news can be 

found at www.timesargus.com
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