
“Unsurprisingly, 

groups committed to 

the environment were 

aptly unimpressed 

with Trump’s speech 

designed to make 

him look like an 

environmental 

champion. No one 

is drinking that 

particular water, 

especially here in 

Vermont.”
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Preview tonight features a reduced 

ticket price. 7:30-9:30 p.m. Lost 

Nation Theater Montpelier City Hall 

Arts Center, 39 Main Street, Mont-

pelier, info@lostnationtheater.org, 

802-229-0492.

Passenger rail study sought

Officials: More street drugs mixed

Sanders facing more, tougher 
competition for liberal support

Face scans 
spur worry 
about abuse

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — City councilors have 
narrowly endorsed an application 
for federal funds that, if awarded, 
would finance the analysis of re-es-
tablishing passenger rail service 
between Barre and Montpelier.

“All aboard” it wasn’t Tuesday 
night — Mayor Lucas Herring had 

to cast the decisive fourth vote.
Herring told councilors the 

Central Vermont Regional Plan-
ning Commission is poised to 
apply for a BUILD (Better Uti-
lizing Investments to Leverage 
Development) grant from the U.S. 
Department of Transportation on 
behalf of Barre and Montpelier. 
The council’s support, he said, 

would strengthen that application.
Councilor John Steinman ques-

tioned the wisdom investing any 
money in “ancient technology” to 
serve two communities that are 
separated by 7 miles and already 
have public transportation pro-
vided by Green Mountain Transit.

S t e i n m a n  a r g u e d  b u s e s 
trump trains — especially the 

self-propelled ones he believes 
will likely be used if passenger 
rail service between Barre and 
Montpelier is restored after being 
explored at the behest of the 
Legislature.

Lawmakers have given the state 
Agency of Transportation until 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Officials say detect-
able amounts of drugs like fentanyl 
are now commonly being found in 
other drugs like crack cocaine and 
vice versa.

Judge Mary L. Morrissey was 
presiding over a hearing earlier 
this week in Washington County 
criminal court involving someone 
in drug treatment court. The 

defendant had recently tested 
positive for fentanyl, an incredi-
bly strong opiate, though he told 
the court he was primarily a crack 
cocaine user. Morrissey noted 
others in treatment court had also 
been testing positive for fentanyl 
despite not being known opiate 
users, or reported they hadn’t used 
an opiate and instead had used 
another drug.

Trisha Conti is the director of 

the Vermont Forensic Laboratory, 
where law enforcement sends sus-
pected drugs to be tested. Conti 
said over the last year her lab has 
seen more cases where drugs that 
are tested aren’t coming back as 
straight cocaine or straight heroin. 
She said 10 to 15 years ago that 
wasn’t the case because suspected 
drugs tested then came back as only 
containing one drug. Now she said 
a drug can come back with seven 

or eight different compounds in it.
“There seems to be quite a bit of 

crossover,” she said.
Conti said she didn’t know if 

drugs were being added to other 
drugs intentionally or if it was a 
byproduct of sloppy handling and 
packaging. Law enforcement has 
said in the past drug dealers these 
days try to be “one-stop shops” 

By ALEXANDRA JAFFE  

and JUANA SUMMERS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Barbara Lee supported 
Bernie  Sanders ’  2016 
presidential bid, helping 
him score one of his most 
decisive victories that year 
when he dominated the 
New Hampshire primary. 
But as he wages another 
bid for the White House, 
Lee is looking at a different 

candidate.
“I like him, I like his 

ideas,”  the 66-year-old 
retired massage therapist 
said of Sanders. “I just 
think right at the moment, 
Elizabeth Warren has better 
plans.”

That sentiment is becom-
ing a hurdle to the Vermont 
senator’s effort to recreate 
the energy that fueled his 
insurgent 2016 campaign, 

when he emerged as the 
liberal alternative to Hil-
lary Clinton. Democrats 
now have multiple options, 
including Warren, who had 
a strong debate perfor-
mance and outraised Sand-
ers by more than $1 million 
during the second quarter 
in a sign of her growing grip 
over progressives.

By FRANK BAJAK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOSTON — Civil rights 
a c t i v i s t s  c o m p l a i n e d 
Monday of the potential 
for widespread abuse fol-
lowing confirmation that 
at least three states have 
scanned millions of driver’s 
license photos on behalf 
of Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement without 
the drivers’ knowledge or 
consent.

Public records obtained 
by the Georgetown Law 
Center on Privacy and 
Technology provided the 
first proof that ICE had 
sought such scans, which 
were conducted in Utah, 
Vermont and Washington.

All three states — which 
offer driving privileges to 
immigrants who are in the 
U.S. illegally — agreed to 
the ICE requests, according 
to documents shared with 
The Associated Press on 
Monday and first reported 
by The Washington Post.

“States asked undocu-
mented people to come 
out of the shadows to get 

licenses. Then ICE turns 
around and uses that to 
find them,” Alvaro Bedoya, 
the center’s director, said 
Monday.

ICE spokesman Matthew 
Bourke did not directly 
address written questions, 
including whether the 
agency used the scans to 
arrest or deport anyone.

“During the course of an 
investigation, ICE has the 
ability to collaborate with 
external local, federal and 
international agencies to 
obtain information that 
may assist in case com-
pletion and prosecution 
efforts,” Bourke said in a 
written response. “This is 
an established procedure 
that is consistent with other 
law-enforcement agencies.”

At least two cases in Utah 
and one in Washington 
state appeared to involve 
immigration enforcement, 
but the vast majority of 
requests from ICE in Utah 
were from its Homeland 
Security Investigations 
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Children splash the water with their feet Wednesday during swim lessons at Curtis Pond in Calais. From left are Tessa Hanna, 5, Hazel Mor-
ton-Lynch, 6, Glen Premo, 6 and Elva Teachout, 6.
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Al Morrow, of Groton, an elementary school art teacher, hangs some of her tie-dyed 
creations Wednesday as she preps for the Barre Farmers Market. The market runs from 
4-7 p.m.  on Wednesdays in Currier Park and is followed by a weekly concert in the park.
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