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Get jazzed up to celebrate 

with Barre’s Jazzercise 

crowd.  A8

 � JAN. 17, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 6-4-6 and 8-7-4-5 
Evening: 0-5-2 and 1-1-1-9
New York State:
6-9-9 LS24 and 2-6-3-1 LS12
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Tesla probe
U.S. officials are looking 

into allegations that all three 

of Tesla’s electric vehicle 

models can suddenly accel-

erate on their own.  B4

Going vintage
Ski historian Greg Morrill 

shares some vintage ski-

ing footage at a “Home 

Movie Night” at the Ver-

mont Ski and Snowboard 

Museum in Stowe on 

Jan. 23.  C1

Spice on Snow
The Spice on Snow Festi-

val, Montpelier’s standout 

winter music weekend, 

celebrates a decade of 

musical entertainment 

Jan. 23-26.  D1

Group looks for answers

Good Sam board OKs new director

Campaign underway to reopen general store

School bus 
incident spurs 
review, blame

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Those con-
cerned the state hasn’t gone 
far enough to address $4.5 bil-
lion in unfunded pension and 
retiree health care liabilities 
hope they’ll find traction this 
year with the Legislature.

Earl ier  this  week,  the Ver-
m o n t  B u s i n e s s  R o u n d t a b l e 
re leased  a  repor t ,  readable 
online at bit.ly/0118pension, 
offering options lawmakers can 
pursue that the group believes 
wi l l  put  Vermont’s  teachers , 
state employees, retired state 
employees, as well as taxpayers, 

in a better position to weather 
an economic downturn.

With the report’s release, the 
Roundtable also held a news 
conference at the State House. 
I t  was  l ight ly  a t tended,  and 
while some of that likely had to 
do with other goings-on, pen-
sion and health care obligations 

haven’t been a hot topic around 
the Capitol building, according 
to Lisa Ventriss,  president of 
the group.

“Never the le s s ,  i t ’s  go t ten 
to the point where our state’s 
net worth is now in a negative 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A longtime advocate for 
affordable housing and the homeless 
has been appointed as the new exec-
utive director of the Good Samaritan 
Haven.

News of the appointment of Rick 
DeAngelis on Thursday came in a 
release from the homeless shelter’s 
board of directors, which DeAngelis 
joined in 2017 and was its chairman 

before his appointment.
“Rick has a wealth of knowledge of 

effective housing and service strate-
gies as well as firsthand experience 
of working with people in need as 
Montpelier’s Town Service Officer for 
many years,” said Melissa Battah, the 
new board chair.

DeAngelis replaces Rob Farrell, who 
had been in the position since May 
and previously worked as the shelter’s 
program director for nine months. 

DeAngelis said Farrell resigned 
“because he needed a more robust 
benefits package than we could offer 
at this time.”

The Good Samaritan Haven is 
central Vermont’s only year-round 
homeless shelter with 30 beds and 
also operates winter overflow shelters 
at the Hedding United Methodist 
Church in Barre with 14 beds and the 
Bethany Church in Montpelier with 
20 beds.

The Good Samaritan Haven also 
has partnered with Another Way on 
Barre Street in Montpelier, a peer-
led nonprofit that helps support the 
homeless, unemployed or people suf-
fering with addiction or mental health 
problems and provides a daytime facil-
ity to help keep the homeless warm, 
along with evening warming shelters 
at local churches.

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

EAST CALAIS — Despite 
a year-long battle, the Gen-
eral Store on Route 14 has 
closed — but efforts already 
are underway to reopen it.

Lesley Lapan ran the 
store for 12 years before 
financial difficulties forced 
her to close at Christmas 

— and despite a GoFundMe 
campaign by local residents 
that  raised more than 
$12,000.

In a Front Porch Forum 
posting this week, the com-
munity was informed that 
the Preservation Trust of 
Vermont has been work-
ing with a group of Calais 
residents to form the East 

Calais Community Trust.
“ECCT is a nonprofit 

corporation organized to 
purchase the building that 
houses the store,” the social 
media post stated. “While 
we are saddened that the 
store is temporarily closed, 
ECCT is committed to hav-
ing a successful store in the 
building.

“You will be hearing from us 
during the next few months 
to ask for your support and 
ideas for making the old Dwi-
nell General Store a successful 
present-day business that once 
again serves East Calais and 
the surrounding communi-
ties,” the post added.

C o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s 
invo lved  in  e f for t s  to 

re-open the store said they 
hoped they can build the 
same kind of support that 
led to the recent successful 
shareholder buyout of the 
Maple Corner Store, now 
known as the Maple Cor-
ner Community Store, after 
longtime owners Artie and 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MORETOWN — Par-
ents say they weren’t told 
the extent of an incident 
Thursday where a school 
bus with children on board 
slid off a snowy road and 
was hanging halfway down 
an embankment.

School officials say they 
also weren’t told the extent 
of the incident, placing 
blame for a “serious com-
munication breakdown” 
on the bus company, First 
Student.

The bus was traveling 

west on Moretown Com-
mon Road Thursday morn-
ing when it went up a steep, 
curved section of hill. The 
bus lost traction and slid 
backward and then off the 
roadway. It came to a stop 
after it started to go down 
an embankment and the 
bottom of the bus caught 
the edge of the road. Police 
and fire crews responded to 
the scene.

T h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s 
repor ted  to  po l i ce  a t 
about 7:50 a.m. Moretown 
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Elliot Burg, of Middlesex, right, joins other volunteers Friday making insulating window inserts at The HUB at Berlin Mall. The effort is a collab-
oration between Maine-based WindowDressers and the Montpelier Energy Committee and brings volunteers together to improve the warmth 
and comfort of homes, lower heating costs and reduce carbon dioxide emissions by producing low-cost insulating window inserts that function 
as interior-mounted storm windows.

PROVIDED PHOTO

A First Student school bus hung off the side of the road in Moretown Thursday. Police say 
the bus was traveling west on Moretown Common Road when it went up a steep, curved 
section of hill. The bus lost traction and slid backward and then off the roadway.
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