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Today
COLOR CHORUS

Abstract landscape paintings by 

Julia Jensen and fabric collages 

by Elizabeth Bunsen, with live 

music from the Zeichner Trio and 

light refreshments. 6-7:30 p.m. ART, 

etc., 32 Depot Square, Northfield, 

artetcvt@gmail.com, 279-5048.

“There need to be 

more calls for civility, 

thoughtful debate, 

an open-mindedness 

toward hearing 

points of view that 

are different from 

ours. In essence, we 

need to relearn how 

to agree to disagree, 

and let those 

differences weave 

the strong fabric of 

our society.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
The Barre Partnership has a 

lot planned for the upcoming 

holiday season.  A2

A local man is accused of 

making crack cocaine inside 

his vehicle.  A3

The union representing the 

Barre City firefighters has not 

reached an agreement yet, but 

progress is being made.  A3

Board wont ban ‘hate symbols’

Defense: No intention to kill Austin

CVHHH celebrated in exhibition

Farmers market 
on the move  
— once again

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — Contra-
ceptives soon could be available to 
students at U-32 Middle and High 
School. And while the Confederate 
flag may not be welcome there, the 
Washington Central School Board 
said it isn’t ready to enact a blanket 

ban on “hate symbols.”
On a night when board members 

met with local lawmakers and got a 
crash course on proficiency-based 
learning, a pair of policies pro-
posed by separate student groups 
provoked protracted discussions 
that produced different results.

During its Wednesday meeting, 

the board approved the first of two 
required readings for a policy that 
would make condoms, dental dams 
and lubricants available to sexually 
active students at the 7-12 school. 
However, members struggled with 
a separate proposal designed to rid 
the East Montpelier campus of an 
ill-defined list of “hate symbols” in 

any “non-educational context … 
regardless of the stated intent of the 
individual displaying (the) symbol.”

While board members said they 
appreciated the passion and sup-
ported the intent of the diverse 
group of students requesting 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Jayveon Caballero 
didn’t intend to kill Markus Austin 
and the bullet that killed Austin 
ricocheted off his vehicle, the 
defendant’s attorney told a jury on 
Thursday.

Caballero, 31, of Barre, has been 
charged with first-degree murder 

in the fatal shooting of Austin in 
Montpelier in January 2017. He 
pleaded not guilty to the charge 
in August 2018, and is being held 
without bail at Southern State Cor-
rectional Facility in Springfield.

He faces a maximum sentence of 
life in prison.

Jury selection for the trial 
started Wednesday and finished 

Thursday. Sixteen jurors 
were selected, including 
four alternates who will 
be picked at random and 
dismissed once the trial 
is over. The trial started 
immediately after that, 
with opening statements 
from the attorney gener-
al’s office and Dan Sedon, 
Caballero’s attorney.

According to court records, a 
witness told police Austin was shot 

around 4:30 a.m. Jan. 22, 
2017, in the parking lot 
outside his 191 Barre St. 
apartment in Montpelier. 
Austin died from a 9mm 
gunshot wound to the 
chest, according to police 
and court records.

Police said the shooting 
followed a fight in Barre 
the previous evening, 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Touch-
ing tributes are captured in 
a photo exhibition about 
Central Vermont Home 
Health and Hospice at 
National Life in the Capital 
City this month.

November is nationally 
recognized as Hospice and 
Palliative Care Month to 
honor medical staff and 
caregivers who care for both 

the living and those dealing 
with end-of-life issues.

Titled “Being There,” the 
exhibition at National Life 
features a two-year project 
by CVHHH and photogra-
pher Corey Hendrickson, 
who captured images of 14 
staff and family members 
of patients supported by 
CVHHH’s palliative care 
and hospice team and other 
services.

The exhibition included 

portraits of CVHHH staff 
and clients finding ways to 
relax and replenish after 
the stresses of the job or 
the loss of a loved one. Par-
ticipants in the exhibition 
also are featured in a video 
about the project.

Hendrickson is a com-
mercial and editorial pho-
tographer in East Middle-
bury who decided to work 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
Montpelier Farmers Market 
is on the move again.

This time it has found 
new locations for its upcom-
ing winter season, as well as 
for a spot next summer.

Organizers say the popu-
lar central Vermont market 
will move to Caledonia 
Spirits on Barre Street for 
the winter season, begin-
ning Dec. 7, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. And beginning in 
May, the market will move 
to the state parking lot at 2 
Taylor St., across from the 
new Montpelier Transit 
Center. It will be open from 
9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

In a statement, Hannah 
Blackmer, president of the 
Montpelier Farmers Mar-
ket board of directors, wel-
comed the new locations.

“The summer and winter 
markets have faced a lot of 
challenges regarding loca-
tion over the past several 
years and collaborating with 
Barr Hill (the brand name 
of Caledonia Spirits’ prod-
ucts) feels to be the start of 

a new era,” Blackmer said. 
“We’re incredibly excited 
to explore this partnership. 
It’s the first of many excit-
ing things to come.”

Previously, the summer 
m arke t  had  opera t ed 
mainly on State Street — 
and occasionally returned 
to its former location in the 
Heney Lot off State Street 
— but there were some-
times conflicts with busi-
nesses along State Street 
whose owners complained 
the market was obstructing 
access for their customers.

In winter, the market has 
recently operated at City 
Center on Main Street, a 
location that also proved 
problematic, market offi-
cials said. Previous to that, 
the winter market had been 
held at Vermont College of 
Fine Arts.

Keri Ryan, interim mar-
ket manager, said she was 
excited about the new 
collaborations.

“The Montpelier Farm-
ers Market has never really 
found a nice, permanent 
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Instructor Ted Fecteau, right, and students in the Exploratory Tech class Thursday at Central Vermont Career Center install one of three bluebird 
houses they built in Barre’s Cow Pasture park.
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Mark Brocar, of Northfield, manager of the new Jiffy Mart on Route 2, near the round-
about in Montpelier, tastes a cup of fresh-brewed coffee Wednesday. The gas station 
and convenience store opened on Halloween with 16 new gas and diesel pumps, a 
grab-and-go deli, and Ramunto’s Pizza Express. The station is open daily from 5 a.m., 
to 11 p.m., and will celebrate a grand opening in the coming weeks.
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