
Barre Art Splash Auction & Gala
Vermont Granite Museum     7 Jones Brothers Way, Barre

Saturday    September 18, 2021    3 PM – 6 PM
$20.00 per person. Tickets available at the door or call the Barre Opera House 802-476-8188

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.BARREVTROTARY.ORG

Single day virus numbers inflated

COVID has kids ‘learning from home’

Art Splash 
auction set 
for Saturday

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Vermont’s largest one-day total 
of COVID cases was actually for 
more than one day, state officials 
said Thursday.

The Vermont Department of 
Health reported 314 cases on 
Thursday, but said an “IT glitch” 
delayed the delivery of previous 

test results, inflating the Thursday 
number. Department of Health 
representative Bennet Truman 
said Thursday afternoon that they 
had yet to figure out how many 
cases belonged in the Thursday 
count and how many should have 
been reported on other days.

“We don’t yet have details about 
the number of reports involved,” 

Truman wrote in an email. “We’re 
still working to confirm the impact 
the glitch had, and to what extent. 
We will provide that information.”

John Quinn, the state’s chief 
information officer,  said the 
cause of the glitch was still being 
determined.

“We noticed an increase in col-
lection of specimens starting on 

the 9th,” he said. “It was about the 
13th when we noticed the elon-
gated turnaround time.”

Quinn said the software vendor, 
the New Jersey-based ELLKAY, 
patched the system and was work-
ing with the state to figure out 
what went wrong.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BERLIN — For the second 
t ime in a school year that is 
barely four-weeks old students at 
one of the Washington Central 
Unified Union School District’s 
five elementary schools are now 

“learning from home.”
This time it is Berlin Elementary 

School where multiple confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 prompted an 
administrative decision to send all 
of the school’s students home early 
on Wednesday.

T h a t ’ s  w h e r e  A c t i n g 

Superintendent Jennifer Miller-Ar-
senault said they were scheduled 
to learn — synchronously and 
asynchronously — on Thursday 
and again today before returning 
to their classrooms next week.

“The hope is for everybody to be 
back on Monday,” Miller-Arsenault 

said Thursday, suggesting that 
decision will hinge on the timely 
availability of test results and devel-
opments that might occur over the 
weekend.

Miller-Arsenault said three new 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Karl Rinker insists the “Barre 
Art Splash” won’t be a belly flop even if 
none of the creative and quirky pieces — 
from cats and dogs to cars and coupes — 
sell at Saturday’s auction.

Rinker has declared victory on the eve 
of the auction that will be held at the 
Vermont Granite Museum on Saturday 
afternoon. The one that will determine 
just how much money the project, which 
had heads turning and tongues wagging 
in downtown Barre throughout the sum-
mer, raises for the local Rotary Club.

“That’s the big question,” Rinker said, 
while taking a break from raking out the 

PHOTO BY SARAH MILLIGAN

EMTs and firefighters lift the driver of a car involved in a crash out of the wreck. A Masterson Excavation truck traveling south on Route 100 hit 
a blue car traveling north on Route 100. Witnesses said the blue car drifted into the truck’s southbound lane.
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In a sort of atavistic 

convulsion, the U.S. 

has seen renewed, 

overt racism, 

demonization of “the 

other,” the rise of 

tribalism and white 

supremacy. 
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 � SEPT. 16, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 6-5-7 and 5-2-9-4
Evening: 7-3-8 and 9-3-0-7
SEPT. 15, 2021 DRAWS
Powerball: 1-4-18-46-62 PB: 
25

WCUUSD

See Numbers, page  A5

See Kids, page  A5

See Auction, page  A5
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Karl Rinker, chairman of the Barre Art Splash, and former president of the Barre Rotary Club, sits with a 
small portion of the artistic creations that will be auctioned off Saturday at the Vermont Granite Museum 
in Barre.


