
8 CIRCLE ST. BARRE
(802) 622-0474 • HOLLIDAYCARE.COM

OPEN MON-FRI: 7AM - 5:30PM & SAT: 8AM-5PM 
with extended hours as needed!

HOLLI-DAY CARE IS YOUR DOGS HOME AWAY FROM HOME. 

Why keep your dog home when they can 
enjoy play time all day?

For only $25 a day or $115 per week your dog will get plenty 
of exercise in our 2 large fenced in front yards which they have 

complete access to at all times through our doggie doors!

MESSAGE US ON FACEBOOK OR CALL TODAY AT 802-622-0474 

to set up an appointment to check us out with your dog!

Delivery 
Drivers 
Wanted

Times Argus 
routes available, 

Call 802-477-4022 
for more details

$800-$1400 
monthly 

Only 2-3 hours 
daily, Tues-Sat.
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Ready To Race
The 46th Annual Paul 

Mailman 10-Miler and 5K will 

return April 24 to kick off the 

Central Vermont road racing 

season.  B1

Voters nix ballot questions

Vermont 
sets July 
4 as goal

BRUUSD ready and waiting

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

PLAINFIELD — Residents have 
voted down two articles that would 
have done away with in-person 
town meeting.

The town usually  holds i ts 
annual meeting in person at Town 
Hall on Town Meeting Day. This 
year’s vote took place by Australian 
ballot because of the coronavirus 

pandemic. The vote was sched-
uled for April 6 instead of the 
first Tuesday in March to help 
accommodate Twinfield Union 
School’s budget process, which 
school officials said was delayed 
as a result of the pandemic.

The Select Board decided to 
add two articles to this year’s warn-
ing that asked if the town should 
decide the budget and any special 

questions by Australian ballot. The 
articles were added after resident 
Gary Graves asked for them and 
pointed out the town has a little 
more than 1,000 residents on its 
voter checklist, but only about 
100 residents attend the in-person 
meeting. The town’s budget is typ-
ically decided on, and sometimes 
altered, at that meeting.

The board received significant 

pushback from residents who said 
the questions should not have 
been put up for a vote without a 
townwide discussion first.

The article asking if the budget 
should be decided by Australian 
ballot was voted down 102-232. 
The article about special ques-
tions was voted down 99-236.

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State officials have 
unveiled a road map that looks to bring the 
state back to as close to normal as possible 
by July 4.

At his regular news conference on Tues-
day, Gov. Phil Scott said the plan, called 
“Vermont Forward,” will lay out the state’s 
guidance regarding the novel coronavirus 
pandemic for the next 3 months. He said 
unlike last year when efforts were made to 
reopen the economy, now there are three 
vaccines available for residents.

“Our goal with this plan is to give Ver-
monters a transparent look at how we’ll be 
able to work our way out of this pandemic. 
Moving forward together at a time when 
we can manage this virus like we do the 
flu, with simple, everyday measures rather 
than the State of Emergency we’ve been in 
for over a year,” Scott said.

He said the timeline will let organiza-
tions, employers and families plan for 
events and allow businesses to plan out 
operations and budgets while also giving 
residents something to work towards.

The timeline is contingent on the state’s 
vaccination progress and the dates are sub-
ject to change.

“In order for this plan to work, we need 
your help in getting everyone vaccinated,” 
the governor said.

The first step starts April 9. Scott said 
on that date outdoor businesses, retail 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

B A R R E  —  I t c h i n g  t o 
announce the expansion of 
in-person instruction for the 
Barre Unified Union School 
District’s oldest students, school 
officials opted to scratch tenta-
tive plans to do just that in the 
absence of revised state guid-
ance they had expected would 
be released on Tuesday.

That lack of state guidance 
prompted Superintendent David 
Wells to press pause on a plan he 

and some of his principals out-
lined during virtual interviews 
he arranged Tuesday morning.

At the time, Wells was antic-
ipating new state guidance 
reflecting revised recommen-
dations from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) would be released later 
in the day.

That didn’t happen before, 
during or after Gov. Phil Scott’s 
news conference, and Wells 
said a solution he had hoped 
to implement starting next 

Monday would have to wait until 
after students return from their 
spring break on April 26.

That’s the new target, accord-
ing to Wells, who shared it with 
the broader school community 
Tuesday afternoon.

Earlier in the day, Wells said 
plans that are the product of 
weeks of behind-the-scenes 
work by school administrators 
will require communicating in 
an unrushed way with parents of 
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Plainfield Town Clerk Linda Wells and Justice of the Peace Dale Bartlett feed ballots into a tabulating machine Tuesday during rescheduled Town 
Meeting Day voting.
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Dave Hartshorn checks syrup while boiling Tuesday at his organic farm’s sugarhouse in Waitsfield. 
Hartshorn has close to 6,000 maple taps this year.

THE REAL SWEET SCIENCERETURN TO NORMALCY

See Normal, page  A5 See Waiting, page  A5

“In a time when 

technology is one 

of the only ways 

many can maintain 

connection, I implore 

all of us to respect 

one another.” 

Gov. Phil Scott, A4

See Voters, page  A5


