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Friday
NOT QUITE DEAD

Live music, 9:30 p.m. Charlie O’s 

World Famous, 70 Main St., Montpe-

lier, 223-6820.

“Conspiracies are an 

easy way for simple 

minds to make  

their way in a 

complicated world.”

Journalist Mark Potok, who grew 
up in Plainfield, speaking about 

news, fake news and democracy 
Nov. 7 at the Unitarian Church  

in Montpelier. — A2

School pride
U-32’s Logan Wedge is 

named the Times Argus 

Football Player of Year.  B1

Tech warning
A U.S. panel says the 

purchase of internet-linked 

devices from China poses a 

security risk.  A5

Outage hits City Council

Shelter makes adoption push

Case on hold as Breer seeks new defense attorney

Goddard unveils 
new heating plant

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — No lights, no camera, 
no actions.

That was the story at City Hall on 
Tuesday night when, moments after 
Mayor Lucas Herring called the 
City Council’s weekly meeting to 
order, the lights, the video camera 
and everything else that required 
electricity went out.

Councilors had plenty of com-
pany, because nearly half of Barre 
and a good portion of Barre Town 
lost power at the same time.

Police Chief Tim Bombardier, 
who was in council chambers at 
the time, initially attributed the 
outage to a mistaken report that 
a vehicle swerved off Hill Street 
and into a power pole. In fact, a 
tree limb took out a high-tension 

wire on Hill Street, tripping a cir-
cuit and causing problems at the 
Green Mountain Power substation 
on Granite Street.

Though repairs to the substation 
continued on Wednesday, power 
to nearly 2,500 Barre customers 
— including City Hall — an more 
than 1,000 customers in neigh-
boring Barre Town, was restored 
shortly after 9 p.m.

When the power went out two 
hours earlier, so did most of the 
council’s agenda. Though the 
emergency generator at City Hall 
kicked on, the lights in Council 
Chambers didn’t. Bombardier and 
Fire Chief Doug Brent were both 
on hand, but it was Councilor 
John LePage who fished out the 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — They 
need a home.

The Central Vermont Humane 
Society reports that its shelter is 
full of animals waiting to find good 
homes and is seeking donations to 
meet its year-end fundraising goal.

“We’re the local animal shelter 
in the community and we need 
the community to step up because 
we’ve not had that many adopters 
come in,” said shelter Executive 

Director Lauria Garrison. “It’s the 
season of good will, and as a com-
munity organization we need our 
community to support us.”

“This is also our holiday fun 
drive, which is the largest fundrais-
ing push during the season of giv-
ing, and we definitely need people 
to donate to the shelter so that our 
senior animals can find their next 
home,” Anderson added.

November also is Adopt a Senior 
Pet Month, with a number of older 
dogs looking good homes.

Up for adoption right now are 
three senior dogs that shelter offi-
cials hope will appeal to animal 
lovers, Garrison said.

“Harley came to the shelter with 
two other small dogs when their 
owner passed away,” Garrison said. 
“Her son couldn’t take care of 
these three dogs, so he called us.”

Harley’s former owner rode a 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle and 
would carry Harley in a pouch and 
they would wear matching outfits, 
including leather jackets, hence his 

name, Garrison said.
Harley is diabetic and needs insu-

lin shots twice a day.
“This makes him a tough adop-

tion,” Garrison said. “We know that 
special person is out there to adopt 
this special boy; we just have to find 
that person.”

Two other senior dogs looking 
for homes are Chakra, an 11-year-
old, and a St. Bernard named Ally, 
aged 9, which Garrison noted was 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The case against 
convicted kidnapper and domestic 
abuser Harley Breer Jr. on his latest 
charges is essentially on hold until 
Breer can find an attorney to rep-
resent him.

Breer, 49, pleaded not guilty in 
September to felony charges of 
kidnapping, first-degree aggra-
vated domestic assault and sec-
ond-degree unlawful restraint. If 
convicted, Breer faces a sentence 
of life in prison because the state 
is seeking habitual offender status 

due to Breer having three 
or more prior felony con-
victions. He is being held 
without bail at Northeast 
Correctional Complex in 
St. Johnsbury.

According to court 
records, in September 
Breer grabbed a woman 
he had been seeing by 
the back of the head 
and slammed her head into the 
center console of his truck about 
three times in Marshfield. She told 
police she and Breer had been 
driving around looking for bears 

and talking when Breer 
got angry with her. She 
told Breer she wanted 
to get out of the vehicle, 
but he told her he didn’t 
want “any third parties 
involved” and he also 
didn’t want her walking.

Breer had initially been 
represented by attorney 
Maggie Vincent as a pub-

lic defender, but Vincent withdrew 
from the case saying Breer “is not 
willing to work within counsel’s 
schedule.” Attorney William Cobb 
entered his appearance into the 

case on Nov. 2, but filed his own 
motion to withdraw on Nov. 7. 
Cobb said in his motion he has 
been elected a probate judge in 
Caledonia County and “does not 
believe he has the time needed to 
continue with defendant’s case.” 
He also cited a conflict in the case 
that would keep him from repre-
senting Breer, though he has not 
specified what that conflict is.

In a hearing in Washington 
County criminal court in Barre 
Wednesday, Judge Michael S. 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

PLAINFIELD — God-
dard College cut the ribbon 
on its new woodchip heat-
ing plant Wednesday and an 
advocacy group released a 
report looking at increasing 
the state’s wood heating by 
2030.

The $2.5 million plant 
provides heat and hot 
water for seven buildings 
on the main campus, 12 
buildings in the Village of 
Learning, and the college 
library. The project was 
funded by a $2.1 million 
loan from the United States 

Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development which 
will be repaid over 40 years.

The plant replaces 23 
oil-burning heaters.

Andrew Perchlik, direc-
tor of the Clean Energy 
Development Fund, said his 
organization got involved 
years ago and helped to 
fund a feasibility study look-
ing at building the plant at 
Goddard. Perchlik said the 
organization was looking 
for projects to invest in 
for the local wood-heating 
industry.
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Ally, a 9-year-old St. Bernard, rests on her dog bed Wednesday at the Central Vermont Humane Society. It’s National Adopt a Senior Pet Month and the 
humane society has several adoptable animals that are getting on in their years.
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Goddard College Facilities Director Scott Blanchard, left, leads a tour Wednesday of the 
school’s new woodchip district heating plant.
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