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MONTPELIER — Com-
pet ing in nat ional  TV 
contests has become some-
thing of a family affair for 
the Aldriches in the Capital 
City.

M o s t  r e c e n t l y,  S u e 
Aldrich was a member of 
Team Make It Maple in 
“The Great Food Truck 
R a c e ”  o n  T h e  F o o d 

Network, which premiered 
Sunday.

The Aldriches are no 
strangers to national TV 
competition.

Sue Aldrich’s husband, 
Alex, the former executive 
director of Vermont Arts 
Council, was a quarter-fi-
nalist on the hugely popular 
“Who Wants to be a Million-
aire” game show in October 
2000, when he was finally 

knocked out but walked 
away with $125,000.

Sue Aldrich, who works 
as a realtor with Coldwell 
Banker in Berlin, was in an 
episode of HGTV’s House 
Hunters show in April last 
year as well. The show takes 
viewers behind the scenes 
as individuals, couples and 
families learn what to look 

Barre projects back on track

Sanders defends long-held philosophy

Local duo joins food truck show

CVMC chief 
talks Barre 
transportation
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BARRE — Thanks to some cre-
ativity and a cooperative contractor, 
City Manager Steve Mackenzie has 
solved a six-figure problem that 
briefly threatened plans to construct 
a long-promised parking lot off 
Keith Avenue and a twice-delayed 
pedestrian way on Pearl Street.

Mackenzie said Tuesday he will 
execute the contract with DuBois 
Construction next week after 
trimming nearly $134,000 from 
the company’s low bid for the two 
projects, and work should begin as 
initially planned on June 24.

That was far from clear following a 
recent bid opening. All four bids far 
exceeded the engineer’s estimates 

for constructing the 104-space 
parking lot between Keith Avenue 
and Pearl Street, and completing 
the stalled transformation of Pearl 
Street from a narrow side street to a 
generous pedestrian plaza.

The best of the bids for the two 
projects — DuBois Contruction’s 
$879,000 offer — was nearly 
$100,000 more than Mackenzie 

anticipated, prompting him to 
request a meeting with the con-
tractor to identify possible savings.

Mackenzie said the exercise worked, 
and rather than proceed with one of 
the projects and delay the other, both 
will proceed largely as planned.

According to Mackenzie, the 
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WASHINGTON — B er n ie 
Sanders on Wednesday mounted 
a strong defense of democratic 
socialism, the economic philosophy 
that has guided his political career, 
even as Republicans and some of 
his Democratic presidential oppo-
nents have seized on it to brand 
him as too radical.

Sanders’ speech, coming two 

weeks before the first debates of 
the Democratic primary, is his most 
aggressive attempt yet to reframe 
the conversation about his politi-
cal views. His ability to define the 
debate around his core political 
philosophy will be crucial if he is to 
convince voters that his embrace of 
democratic socialism isn’t a barrier 
to winning the White House.

“Let me be clear: I do under-
stand that I and other progressives 

will face massive attacks from those 
who attempt to use the word ‘social-
ism’ as a slur,” Sanders said. “But 
I should also tell you that I have 
faced and overcome these attacks 
for decades, and I am not the only 
one.”

Sanders, an independent sena-
tor from Vermont, made a similar 
attempt in 2015 to explain the 
views that have shaped his ideology 
but have also become a significant 

political vulnerability.
But this year, the speech comes 

in a reshaped political environ-
ment, where Sanders is no longer 
the sole progressive taking on an 
establishment candidate as he was 
in the 2016 primary when he ran 
against Hillary Clinton. He’s now 
one of two dozen Democratic 
White House hopefuls, several of 
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BARRE — The president 
of Central Vermont Medical 
Center told city councilors 
Tuesday night that the 
looming closure of a down-
town primary care practice 
should be accompanied 
by a plan to provide trans-
portation for patients who 
need it to the nearby Barre 
Health Center.

“That’s our goal,” CVMC 
President Anna Noonan 
said when pressed on the 
point  by  Mayor  Lucas 
Herring.

Though only 1.1 miles 
separate Granite City Pri-
mary Care, which is located 
next to City Hall in the 
fourth floor of the historic 
Blanchard Block, and the 
CVMC-run health center on 
South Main Street, Noonan 
acknowledged the distance 
could be a challenge for 
some.

“We’re actively engaged 
in the conversation about 
how to provide transpor-
tation to those patients,” 
she said, noting there is 
t ime between now and 

September to work out 
those details as part of 
a  recent ly  announced 
consolidation.

“We feel like we’re pretty 
close to a solution that will 
be advantageous to them,” 
she said, referring to the 
114 patients of Granite City 
Primary Care who currently 
walk to its accessible down-
town location.

Noonan told councilors 
the solution — at least in 
the near term — likely 
won’t involve an alliance 
with Green Mountain Tran-
sit Agency (GMTA), which 
already provides public 
transportation in central 
Vermont. She said conver-
sations with GMTA didn’t 
yield the hoped-for result 
and the CVMC was explor-
ing other options.

Though Noonan was 
short on specifics, she said 
negotiations are underway 
and “taxi vouchers” remain 
a possibility. That concept, 
she said, has “some legal 
limitations,” but would be 
one way to solve what she 

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Kim Pierce works on an elaborate wall outside her Main Street home in Montpelier recently. Pierce, along with a group of friends, is building the 
artistic creation from slices of a Norway Spruce and other trees that were cut down on her property.
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Sue Aldrich, left, and Paulette Fiorentino, both of Montpelier, explain some of the be-
hind-the-scene details of their time competing on “The Great Food Truck Race” during a 
screening party for the opening episode at the Capital Plaza in Montpelier. The program 
airs on The Food Network and the pair, along with Aldrich’s son Charlie, competed as the 
Make It Maple team.
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Saturday
CLIMB OUT OF 

THE DARKNESS

Awareness-raising event devoted 

to perinatal mental health. 

Community walk on the bike path to 

the Peace Park and back. Share your 

story and raise money for Good Be-

ginnings. 10 a.m.-noon State House 

Lawn, 115 State St., Montpelier, 

ashley@goodbeginningscentralvt.org, 

802-595-7953.

We argue that if 

virtual medicine is 

pursued in the name 

of efficiency — or 

just profit — it has 

enormous potential 

to make health care 

worse. And then 

there are the privacy 

issues.
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In the news
Vermont Gov. Phil Scott asks 

for a review of three murder 

cases that were dismissed due 

to the insanity defense.  A2

Lots to talk about in Talk of 

the Town.  A3

Local sports
Spaulding and Harwood 

dominate end-of-year la-

crosse awards.  B1

Capital League coaches 

name baseball All-Stars.  B1

WORK TO START JUNE 24

AFTER CRITICISM:

PRIMARY-CARE PRACTICE TO CLOSE

‘THE GREAT FOOD TRUCK RACE’
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