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Today
APPLE FALL LEAVES

Opening reception for joint art 

exhibit by artists Mary McKay Lower 

and Elizabeth Nelson. 5-7 p.m. 

T.W.Wood gallery, 46 Barre St., Mont-

pelier, 262-6035, twwoodgallery.org

“Our election process 

is outdated and 

dysfunctional. District 

gerrymandering, 

cumbersome 

voter registration 

requirements, too 

few polling places 

and malfunctioning 

machinery have 

created both 

deliberate and 

unintended barriers 

to voting that 

disproportionately 

affect minority 

and low-income 

communities.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Democrats in the Vermont 

Legislature find themselves 

in an unusual position after 

Tuesday’s voting.  A2

Talk of the Town.  A3

Whitaker named acting AG

Dems pose threat to Trump agenda

Bond vote gets wheels turning

Warmth coming 
toward City Hall

By RYAN J. FOLEY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

IOWA CITY, Iowa — The man 
who will serve at least temporarily 
as the nation’s top law enforcement 
official is a relatively inexperienced 
Republican Party loyalist from 
Iowa who has called for limiting 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation.

Matthew G. Whitaker, 49, will 
become the nation’s acting attor-
ney general following the forced 
resignation of Jeff Sessions. Pres-
ident Donald Trump announced 

the appointment 
Wednesday, say-
ing on Twitter 
that Whitaker 
“will serve our 
Country well” 
and that a per-
manent attorney 
general will be 
nominated later.

The former 
federal prosecutor served as Ses-
sions’ chief of staff for one year.

By STEVE PEOPLES and JILL COLVIN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
have regained control of the House 
from President Donald Trump’s 
Republican Party in the midterm 
elections powered by a suburban 
revolt that has threatened what’s 
left of the president’s governing 
agenda.

But the GOP added to its Sen-
ate edge and prevailed in some 
key races for governor Tuesday, 
beating back the potential of big 
Democratic gains across the board. 
The “blue wave” that some had 
feared from Election Day never 
fully materialized.

The mixed verdict in the first 
nationwide election of Trump’s 

presidency showed the limits of 
his hard-line immigration rheto-
ric in America’s evolving political 
landscape, where college-educated 
voters in the suburbs rejected his 
warnings of a migrant “invasion.” 
But blue-collar voters and rural 
America embraced his aggressive 
talk and stances.

The new Democratic House 

majority will end Republican dom-
inance in Washington for the final 
two years of Trump’s first term with 
major questions looming about 
health care, immigration and gov-
ernment spending.

House Democratic leader Nancy 
Pelosi of California, who would be 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — After 
the successful election vote 
for a $10.5 million bond 
to build a public parking 
garage in the Capital City, 
leaders are working out 
the details of what happens 
next with the project.

In Tuesday’s midterm 
e l e c t i o n ,  c i t y  v o t e r s 
approved the bond vote 
2,459-1,877.

The  vo te  paved  the 

way for hotel owner Fred 
Bashara II to close a deal 
wi th  Hi l ton Hotel s  to 
build a Hampton Inn & 
Suites franchise hotel and 
garage behind the Capitol 
Plaza Hotel on State Street. 
Bashara asked the city to 
partner with the garage. 
The city agreed but increase 
the size of the garage from 
230 to 358 spaces.

After the successful vote, 
city and hotel officials 
will be busy moving both 

projects forward.
“We’re very excited, very 

relieved and happy that 
the local residents voted 
in the affirmative for this,” 
Bashara said. “The new 
hotel can’t be built without 
the city parking garage and 
the parking garage can’t be 
built and paid for without 
the new hotel.”

The Bashara family will 
lease 200 spaces in the 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — City Hall still 
isn’t feeling the heat, but 
officials are cautiously opti-
mistic a prolonged indoor 
cold snap could come to an 
end by the close of business 
Thursday.

Nearly three weeks after 
the only functioning boiler 
in the basement of City Hall 
suffered a catastrophic fail-
ure, its recently installed 
replacement was scheduled 
to be test fired Wednesday 
afternoon.

Barring any unexpected 
developments — and Public 
Works Director Bill Ahearn 
said there have been more 
than a few to this point in 
the program — a series of 
safety checks will be com-
pleted in time for the new 
boiler to be brought on line 
later Thursday.

A h e a r n  c o n c e d e d 
employees at City Hall have 
heard that before.

“I was certain we were 
going to have it running 
last Thursday,” he said of 
the boiler he’s hoping will 
be phased into service today 
and fully functioning before 
workers head for home.

“So far, every time I’ve 
said that something comes 
up,” he said.

Though the removal 
of the old boiler and the 
installation of the new one 
seemingly went off with 
out a hitch, a wiring issue 
delayed plans to start the 
new heating system last 
week. Those issues were 
subsequently resolved, 
but arranging for a con-
trols service technician to 
inspect and sign off on the 
system took more time than 
anticipated.

Ahearn said while a tech-
nician was scheduled to 
arrive Tuesday morning, an 
emergency call dashed that 
plan. A technician did visit 
City Hall on Tuesday after-
noon, but wanted to return 
with a second technician on 
Wednesday.

According to Ahearn, the 
city is keenly interested in 
making sure the controls 
are properly calibrated after 
losing both City Hall boil-
ers – one in February and 
the other last month. The 
twin boilers were installed 
in 1994 and the one that 
failed most recently had 
been operating with an 
irreparable crack in its cas-
ing for two years.

While the delays have 
caused some discomfort for 

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

The new Route 14 bridge in East Montpelier opened to traffic Wednesday. The project began in 2016 and vehicles have been using a temporary 
bridge since April. The structure is about twice as wide as the old bridge with a new traffic light, sidewalk and left turn lane.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Students from River Rock School in Montpelier play in a hollow log that was relocated 
to the city’s Blanchard Park on Wednesday. The natural play structure comes from a 
silver maple cut on Liberty Street years ago. It was moved this week from Hubbard 
Park to the new location. From left are Sarah Austin, Eva Maker and Riley Punchar.
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Whitaker

See Bond, page  A6See Boiler, page  A6

See Dems, page  A6

See Whitaker, page  A7

By ERIC TUCKER  

and MICHAEL BALSAMO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions was pushed 
out Wednesday after enduring 
more than a year of blistering and 
personal attacks from President 
Donald Trump, who inserted in 
his place a Republican Party loy-
alist with authority to oversee the 
remainder of the special counsel’s 
Russia investigation.

The move has potentially omi-
nous implications for special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s probe, 
given that the new acting attorney 

general, Matthew 
Whitaker, until 
now Sess ions’ 
chief  of  s taf f , 
has questioned 
t h e  i n q u i r y ’s 
scope and spoke 
publicly before 
joining the Jus-
tice Department 
about ways an 

attorney general could theoretically 
stymie the probe.

Congressional Democrats, con-
cerned about protecting Mueller, 

Trump ousts AG Sessions

Sessions

See Sessions, page  A7


