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Opinion
This week in Perspective, 

Alan Betts and Robin 

Chesnut-Tangerman look 

at climate and energy 

policy and what we should 

anticipate in the coming 

months and years.  C5

 �NOV. 30, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 3-0-1 and 5-2-4-7 
Evening: 4-5-8 and 9-8-2-7
New York State:
6-8-9 LS23 and 0-7-0-8 LS15
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Back in place

Historic project ends; new sculpture installed

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — A com-
mittee that has been working on 
a document that would govern a 
merged school district anchored 
by U-32 Middle and High School 
ran out of low-hanging fruit on 
Thursday.

Now comes the hard part.
Dancing around what, if any-

thing, can be done to iron out 
perceived inequities associated 
with differing debt that cur-
rently autonomous elementary 
school districts in Berlin, Calais, 
East Montpelier, Middlesex and 
Worcester would bring to the new 
merged district is no longer an 
option.

Neither is side-stepping the 
question of how to decide any 

future proposal to close a school 
in a district that would essentially 
replace the Washington Central 
Supervisory Union.

Those predictably thorny issues 
remain unresolved, as does a sep-
arate article that would outline 
the conditions under which the 
new district would acquire and, if 
deemed necessary, sell any of the 
six schools it would inherit as part 
of one of the several mergers the 
state Board of Education imposed 
earlier this week.

The state board’s decisions on 
Wednesday brought new clarity 
to the committee’s running con-
versations. In addition to order-
ing the Washington Central 
merger under a three-year-old 

STAFF REPORT

BARRE — The state Board of 
Education fulfilled its legislative 
mandate on Friday by releasing a 
report detailing its decisions for 
dealing with dozens of school dis-
tricts that were unable or unwilling 
to merge under a controversial 
three-year-old law.

There are no surprises in the 
38-page document, and that itself 
is no surprise.

The board telegraphed its inten-
tions through string of provisional 
decisions the last of which were 
made on Nov. 15 in Barre.

Those decisions were finalized 
when the board met Wednesday 
in St. Albans, and while another 

meeting was planned for noon 
Friday, it was deemed unnecessary 
and canceled.

Instead the board released the 
report on the day it was due — 
Nov. 30 — under a law — Act 46 
— that encouraged, motivated and 
has now compelled school-district 
mergers.

The board merged 42 districts 
from 36 towns — from Barre to 
Brattleboro — to form 11 new 
union school districts. Seven of 
those new districts, including 
those in the Barre and Washing-
ton Central supervisory unions, 
are unified union districts that will 

Tough decisions ahead on mergers
Final Act 46 report issued

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Agriculture, the statuesque matriarch 
of the State House was hoisted to lofty heights to retake 
her perch atop the golden dome on Friday.

It was the culmination of a six-month, $2 million resto-
ration of the dome that involved re-gilding with 24-carat 
gold leaf, repainting 
the rotunda and the 
c a r v i n g  o f  a  n e w 
14½-foot statue, sym-
bol ic  of  the s tate’s 
agrarian economy.

T h e  e v e n t  d r e w 
hundreds of specta-
tors  to  wi tness  the 
historic replacement 
o f  t h e  s t a t u e ,  t h e 
th i rd  to  grace  the 
building in its  160-
year history.

The new statue is 
a faithful reinterpre-
ta t ion of  the  1858 
or ig ina l  des ign  by 
Brat t leboro nat i ve 
Larkin Mead, which 
was carved by fellow 
Brat t leboro nat i ve 
Johann Henkel .  I t 
lasted 80 years before 
wood rot required a 
rep lacement ,  p ro -
v i d e d  i n  1 9 3 8  b y 
Sergeant-at-Arms Dwight Dwinell and two other local wood-
carvers. After another 80 years, it, too, rotted.

Enter Calais woodworker Chris Miller to carve a new 
statue out of Central American mahog-
any  based on a  c lay  model  by  Jerr y 
Williams, of Barre Sculpture Studios. 
The mahogany is disease and water-re-
sistant, and with careful maintenance is 

expected to long-outlast its pine predecessors.
There was a carnival-like atmosphere on Friday. School-

children on an historic field trip mingled with state lead-
ers visitors and guests outside the State House to take 
selfies with the statue on the capitol grounds before it was 
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Business trip
Managers from Face-

book’s News Feed hold 

a listening session in 

Burlington.  B3

Time to expand
A local group expands  

a backcountry winter 

recreation area.  C1

A new read
New Yorker cartoonist 

Ed Koren, a longtime 

Vermont resident, just 

released his 10th book, 

“Koren: In the Wild.”  D1

ACT 46 AND ITS CHALLENGES

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTOS

A crew from Engelberth Construction prepares Ceres for her new home atop the State House as a huge crowd gathers to watch the historic event.

Flynt Wein, owner of SSW Erectors of Mor-
risville, releases the carrying straps after 
Ceres was placed atop the State House 
dome Friday.

Top, the second version of Ceres, carved by then sergeant-at-arms Dwight Dwin-
nell in 1938, is removed from the State House this past spring. Left, Sculptor 
Chris Miller works on the intricate sheaf of wheat recently at the Vermont Granite 
Museum in Barre. Right, Sculptor Jerry Williams fine tunes a clay model of Ceres 
earlier this year at his studio in Barre.

� More detail 
photos of Ceres 
on Page A6.

See Capitol, page  A6

See Merger, page  A5 See Report, page  A5


