
Career center study OK’d

Mayor to host public safety forum

Norwich to hold bicentennial celebration

Proverb scholar’s 
collection featured

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The Barre Unified 
School Board has blessed a plan 
to spend $25,000 in surplus funds 
on a study that could lead to the 
eventual relocation of the Central 
Vermont Career Center.

Or not.
In an era of shrinking enroll-

ments, evolving workforce needs, 

and a lingering moratorium on 
state aid for school construction, 
how best to deliver career technical 
education in central Vermont is a 
question the just-approved study 
will attempt to answer.

It won’t be the first study on the 
subject, as a career center that is 
under new management for the 
second time in its 50-year existence 
continues to consider its future.

Built as a 41,000-square-foot 
addition to Spaulding High School 
in 1969, the career center, which 
opened as the Barre Regional Voca-
tional-Technical Center, was orig-
inally overseen by the Barre City 
School Board. A couple of name 
changes and two mergers later, 
oversight of the center shifted from 
the now-dormant Spaulding High 
School Board to the Barre Unified 

board on July 1.
Four members  of  the new 

nine-member board, including 
Chairman Paul Malone, were 
serving on the Spaulding board 
in April when a consultant hired 
to complete a previously autho-
rized study delivered that 56-page 
“pre-conceptual” report.
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BARRE — Granite City residents 
with questions or concerns about 
public safety are encouraged to 
attend a Thursday night forum at 
the Elks Lodge.

Mayor Lucas Herring, who 
started the tradition last year, said 
he sees value in bringing a range 
of people — from the city’s police 
and fire chiefs to the county’s 

prosecutor — together to update 
residents and field any questions 
they may have.

“It’s a good chance for people to 
get information,” Herring said of 
the two-hour forum, which is set to 
start at 6 p.m. at the Elks Lodge on 
Jefferson Street.

Herring will handle introduc-
tions and provide an update involv-
ing a sustained effort to establish 
“neighborhood watch” programs 

throughout the city.
What started 18 months ago with 

a meeting to gauge interest in form-
ing new neighborhood watches, 
briefly involved recruiting for two 
well-established groups — one on 
East Parkside Terrace and the other 
on Tremont Street.

Herring said those early sessions 
turned into a series of organiza-
tional meetings — 28 in all — in 
other Barre neighborhoods.

Some of those sessions were 
better attended than others, but 
Herring said he walked away with a 
contact number from each of them 
and several have embraced a pro-
gram that encourages neighbors to 
keep an eye out for each other and 
call police when something seems 
amiss.

With a handful of exceptions, 
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NORTHFIELD — Norwich Uni-
versity celebrates its bicentennial 
with homecoming events this week 
and a salute to President Richard 
Schneider, who will step down after 
28 years leading the oldest and only 
private military academy in the 
country.

The university and the town of 
Northfield will be the focus of a 
roster of activities and celebra-
tions from Wednesday through 
Sunday for alumni and guests, 
many of which will be open to the 

public. More than 6,000 people are 
expected to attend ceremonies and 
events, doubling the population 
size of the town.

The bicentennial is the culmi-
nation of a five-year Forging the 
Future fundraising campaign to 
raise $100 million for new con-
struction and renovation of campus 
facilities and boost the university’s 
endowment fund. Construction 
included the new $24 million 
Mack Hall dedicated a year ago 
— a 58,000-square-foot, four-story 
learning center with a high-tech, 
cyber-security war room, interactive 

classrooms, study spaces, pocket 
lounges and a 400-seat auditorium 
and performing arts center.

Another $25 million paid for 
renovations to Webb, Dewey and 
Ainsworth halls; $8.5 million 
was spent to renovate Kreitzberg 
Library; and additional funds 
built a Bicentennial Staircase near 
the Sullivan Museum in honor of 
trustees, donors and students, and 
improvements to the Upper Parade 
Ground.

This year, undergraduate enroll-
ment is about 2,400 students with 
about two-thirds of students in the 

Corps of Cadets and the rest in 
civilian programs.

“The fact that Norwich has hit 
its 200th anniversary is a big deal,” 
said Diane Scolaro, associate vice 
president for alumni relations 
and bicentennial celebrations. 
“So, we’re very proud and excited 
that we have this milestone to 
celebrate.”

Scolaro noted events of interest 
for the public on Thursday include 
campus tours from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m., and the ribbon-cutting for 
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BURLINGTON — From 
“Strike while the iron is hot” 
to “Been there, done that,” 
proverbs have been devel-
oped around the world for 
centuries, spread by word of 
mouth, writings, and nowa-
days social media.

University of Vermont 
Professor Wolfgang Mieder, 
thought to be the world’s 
premier paroemiologist, 
has been studying the con-
cise s tatements  for  50 
years, amassing thousands 
of books and writings that 

are now housed in a new 
unique library named after 
him at the school.

“In my wildest dreams I 
never thought this would 
happen,” said Mieder, 75, 
a university distinguished 
professor of German and 
folklore, who’s thankful to 
find a home for his unique 
collection.

The extensive library 
of about 9,000 volumes 
ranges from collections of 
proverbs including Ger-
man, Chinese, Turkish and 
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Ben T. Matchstick, top, begins the planning of a new campaign with aspiring adventurers at the first meeting of the Dungeons & Dragons Club 
at the TW Wood Gallery in Montpelier on Monday. The club will meet from 3 to 5 p.m. every Monday.
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University of Vermont Professor Wolfgang Mieder poses in the school’s library last month in 
Burlington, where his vast collection of books on proverbs is now housed.
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Friday
MEDITATION  

CONCERT

30-minute meditations to live 

music performed by cellist Emily 

Taubl. The doors open at noon, and 

audience members will find a seat 

and begin a period of silent medita-

tion. free, 12-1 p.m. Vermont State 

House, Cedar Creek Room, 115 State 

Street, Montpelier, info@capitalcity-

concerts.org, 802-793-9291.

“This assault by the 

wealthy on the poor 

can very much be 

laid at the feet of the 

Trump administration 

itself, because the 

proposal comes 

straight from the 

Oval Office.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Police are investigating a fa-

tal accident on Interstate 91 

in Weathersfield that involved 

a hit and run.  A2

After months of talks, pro-
posed merger discussions 
between Marlboro Col-
lege and the University of 
Bridgeport in Connecticut 
have ended.  A3
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