
Officer cleared in 2012 fatality

Council crafts homelessness panel

Staff: Rising rates not out of step

Vermont Drug 
Task Force nabs 
59 in sweep

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The Mont-
pelier police officer who shot and 
killed a man during a standoff with 
police in the Capital City last week 
was previously accused of using 
excessive force that led to the death 
of a city resident in 2012.

However, the case against Chad 
Bean was later dismissed.

In the early hours of Aug. 9, 

Bean, a corporal with Montpelier 
Police Department, was the officer 
investigators say fired two shots into 
the torso of 62-year-old Mark John-
son on the Spring Street bridge.

Bean was a patrol officer in Mont-
pelier when he responded June 26, 
2012, to a 911 call from a resident 
who reported a domestic dispute 
with her husband, according to 
court records from a civil com-
plaint that was heard by a federal 

district judge in 2015.
According to court records, 

the man suffered from dementia 
and Parkinson’s disease, and had 
rotator cuff and joint issues, which 
Bean was not aware of when he 
responded to the call.

In court documents, the woman 
said her husband asked for addi-
tional antacid tablets and when 
she refused, he knocked the ant-
acid container away and grabbed 

her wrists. The woman was able to 
grab a phone on the bed and call 
911. During the call, the dispatcher 
heard the man tell the woman to 
hang up and was verbally abusive.

Court records said that when 
Bean arrived, he heard loud voices 
and screaming. Bean announced, 
“Montpelier Police,” kicked in the 
front door and he along with two 
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MONTPELIER — Recommenda-
tions to deal with the city’s home-
lessness were approved by the City 
Council on Wednesday.

Last month, the council rejected 
a call for a “no loitering” ordinance 
to move the homeless and itinerant 
population off downtown streets. 
Instead, the council called for the 
formation of a task force to address 
the issues of the homeless and 

services that could be provided to 
alleviate their plight.

At Wednesday’s meeting, the dis-
cussion about homelessness in the 
city inevitably became intertwined 
with the police shooting-death of 
Mark Johnson last week and the 
connection to mental health issues 
for some people who are homeless 
in and around Montpelier. Johnson 
suffered with mental illness from 
an early age, according to his sister 
who lives in Florida, although, he 

was not homeless.
Several people in the community 

expressed concern about the need 
for more services to deal with men-
tal health crises in Montpelier.

“I think I speak for the council 
when I say that I’m so saddened 
and heartbroken over the death 
of Mark Johnson,” Mayor Anne 
Watson said.

Lawrence Siler, who hosts an 
ORCA Media public access TV show 
called “Abled and On-Air,” said he 

lives at Pioneer Apartments where 
Johnson had lived. He called for 
more resources to deal with mental 
illness and the homeless in the city.

“What needs to happen, in my 
opinion, is there needs to be more 
crisis intervention with the Mont-
pelier Police Department,” he said, 
adding that police officers needed 
more training to deal with people 
with mental health issues.

By DAVID DELCORE
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BARRE — They aren’t 
covering costs, and absent 
the multi-year rate increase 
approved by city councilors 
this week that problem 
would have been exacer-
bated, but Barre’s sewer 
rates aren’t as “shockingly 
low” some have suggested.

That doesn’t mean the 
rate adjustments weren’t 
warranted.

In order to address what 
has become an annual 

operating deficit in the 
sewer fund and absorb 
significant new expenses 
— some of which were 
approved by voters and all 
of which are unavoidable 
— the series of increases 
blessed by councilors Tues-
day night were required.

However, the suggestion 
Barre’s two-tiered sewer 
rate was woefully low com-
pared to other Vermont 
communities appears to be 
misleading at best based on 
an analysis performed by 

city staff.
Water rates aside, head-

ing into Tuesday night’s 
m e e t i n g  t h e  c i t y  w a s 
charging its sewer custom-
ers $2.70-per-100-cubic feet 
of wastewater they gener-
ate — a rate that will more 
than double over the next 
four years based on the 
newly approved plan. The 
first in a series of four 20% 
increases is being used to 
calculate bills that will soon 

STAFF REPORT

BARRE — The Vermont 
Drug Task Force says it 
has arrested 59 people in 
a weeks-long drug sweep, 
three of whom are from 
central Vermont.

According to a news 
release, those arrested 
were charged with selling 
and distributing heroin, 
fentanyl, cocaine and crack 
cocaine as well as other 
crimes.

“The Drug Task Force 
conducts  hundreds  of 
investigations annually into 
various levels of illegal drug 
activity and is committed 
to aggressively pursuing 
those people who sell or 
distribute these poisonous 
drugs, or who aid individ-
uals who are selling them,” 
the release stated. “These 
drugs are dangerous to the 
person taking them and 
invite violence into our 
communities.

“At the same time, the 
Vermont State Police is 
equa l l y  commit ted  to 
helping individuals find 
treatment for their addic-
tion, and to assisting them 
on their path to recovery. 
During this operation, 

the task force partnered 
with the Vermont Depart-
ment of Health to provide 
information on treatment 
and recovery services to 
those who have a drug 
dependency.”

The vast  majori ty  of 
those arrested were from 
the southern or northern 
part of the state. But three 
of them were from central 
Vermont.

Earlier this month Eldin 
Kamberovic, 30, of Mont-
pelier, pleaded not guilty 
in Washington County 
criminal court in Barre to 
felony counts of trafficking 
and selling fentanyl, and a 
misdemeanor count of vio-
lating conditions of release. 
If convicted, Kamberovic 
faces a maximum sentence 
of 50½ years in prison. He 
was ordered held at North-
east Correctional Complex 
in St. Johnsbury on 10,000 
bail.

According to its affidavit, 
the task force started an 
investigation in April into 
the distribution of fentanyl 
in Washington County. The 
task force said the target 
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Participants in Thursday’s workshop titled “The Summer of 1969: From Easy Rider to Woodstock” join hands and sing along with concert footage 
of Joe Cocker on Thursday at Montpelier Senior Activity Center. Local resident and rock’n’roll aficionado Allan Mackey led the presentation and 
discussion, which featured many first-hand stories about Woodstock and other events in 1969.
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Taylor Armerding takes the lead on vocals and mandolin with his band The Revenants 
during Thursday afternoon’s Hunger Mountain Co-Op Brown Bag Concert Series on 
the steps of Montpelier City Hall.
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Tonight
CASINO NIGHT 

BENEFIT

11 Vegas-style gaming tables, 

cash bar, silent auction and prizes 

for all. All proceeds benefit Tender 

Loving Respite House. $30/pp or $50/

couple, 6:30-9:30 p.m. Old Labor 

Hall, 46 Granite Street, Barre, 802-

363-6906.

“The report, which 

was delivered to 

various Senate and 

House committees 

at the end of June, 

examines barriers 

associated with 

rethinking electric 

vehicle use in a 

state that has set 

ambitious energy 

goals.”
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The connector to a bike path 

in Barre might actually be the 

missing piece.  A3

A camp in Northfield aims 

to teach woodworking and 

empowerment at the same 

time.  A3

A crash on County Road in 

Calais is under investigation 

after the driver crashed into 

parked vehicles and fled on 

foot.  A3
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