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FLU SEASON

Licensed Acupuncturist Allison 

Jacob will share tips from the an-

cient wisdom of Chinese medicine. 

6:30 p.m. Waterbury Public Library, 

28 N. Main St., Waterbury, 244-7036.

“Young women 

are being raised to 

believe they could 

achieve anything they 

wanted at school and 

work — and faced 

a rude awakening 

when they entered 

the professional 

world and found 

that sexism and 

harassment were  

still rampant.”

  Editorial,         A4

In the news
Plainfield is less concerned 

with a short-term solution to its 

Route 2 traffic woes, opting in-

stead for a longer-term solution.  

                                     A3

Police are seeking informa-

tion that will lead to the arrest 

of the suspected arsonist 

that targeted Sundara Day 

Spa in Berlin.   

  A3

Arts
Jim Lowe offers high praise 

to the seasonal rite of “Mes-

siah,” which was performed 

at the Barre Opera House 

this weekend.  A2

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Last week, the Sanders Institute 
hosted a three-day forum on pro-
gressive ideas, but looking at the 
guest list, a number of Vermont-
ers, many of them black leaders of 
political organizations, are feeling 
excluded, angry and marginalized.

The event was described by the 
Associated Press as a “pep rally for 
... policy issues such as universal 
health care, protecting the environ-
ment and economic and criminal 
justice reform.” The Sanders Insti-
tute is an independent nonprofit 
but Sen. Bernie Sanders was a 
speaker at the event.

A letter written by Tabitha Pohl-
Moore and Steffen Gillom, the 
presidents of the NAACP’s Rutland 
Area Branch and Windham County 
Branch, respectively, and signed by 
other social justice leaders, asked 
how Sanders “could be ‘awoken,’ 
in the words of Victor Lee Lewis, 
when you come home to Vermont 

to talk about justice and institu-
tional oppression and don’t invite 
the very people you represent?”

Pohl-Moore called the forum 
an “elitist event” that excluded 
Vermonters who worked diligently 
with marginalized people to create 

Sanders forum under fire
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Rabbi Yitzchok Raskin of Burlington’s Chabad of Vermont, right, claps in celebration as David Fried of Montpelier, left, lights the menorah in front of 
the State House on Monday night. Gov. Phil Scott, Lt. Governor David Zuckerman and other community members joined in the illumination ceremony.

Pot grow operation gets approval
By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MIDDLESEX — The town has 
approved a marijuana grow oper-
ation for the Vermont Patients 
Alliance.

The town’s planning and zoning 
boards approved a proposal by 
landowner Kingsbury Companies, 

LLC, to subdivide a 9-acre parcel 
of land off Center Road to allow 
VPA to build an 8,408-square-foot 
processing building, a 4,000-square-
foot office and laboratory wing and 
9,450-square-feet of greenhouses.

The new industrial-scale oper-
ation is part of the medical mar-
ijuana dispensary operated by 

Vermont Patients Alliance in Mont-
pelier. It is one of four dispensaries 
across the state — the others are 
in Burlington, Brattleboro and 
Brandon.

The dispensaries are part of a 
state-run marijuana registry created 
in 2011 to allow the sale of medical 
marijuana to people with serious 

illnesses. Different derivatives of 
marijuana have been shown to be 
effective in treating the symptoms 
of cancer, Alzheimer’s, Crohn’s dis-
ease, glaucoma, multiple sclerosis 
and epilepsy.

However, officials involved in 

CELEBRATE!

Man denies 
selling drugs 
in Barre City

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A Granite City 
man has been held on bail 
for allegedly selling crack 
cocaine out of his home.

David Ray Boswell, 40, 
pleaded not guilty Mon-
day in Washington County 
criminal court in Barre to 
a felony count of traffick-
ing crack cocaine. Boswell 
also pleaded not guilty to 
a felony count negligent 
operation while eluding 
law enforcement and mis-
demeanor counts of gross 
negligent operation and 
two counts of violating 
conditions of release. If 
convicted, he faces a max-
imum sentence of 38 years 
in prison. He was ordered 
held at Northeast Correc-
tional Complex in St. Johns-
bury on $10,000 bail.

Elizabeth Lynn Green, 40, 
pleaded not guilty Friday to 
a felony count of trafficking 
crack cocaine. Green faces 
a maximum sentence of 
30 years in prison. She was 
ordered held at Chittenden 
Regional Correctional Facil-
ity in South Burlington on 
$5,000 bail.

Cpl. Jonathan Houle, of 

the Barre City police, said 
in his affidavit a search 
warrant was executed on a 
home on Spaulding Street 
Friday. Houle said Boswell 
and Green were inside the 
home at the time. Inside 
their bedroom, Houle said 
police found numerous 
bags containing a white 
powder, other bags that 
contained a white rock-like 
substance and scales. Houle 
said when police spoke to 
Green she admitted to 
selling drugs and Boswell 
admitted to using drugs.

Houle said police also 
located a safe in the kitchen 
that contained more bags 
of white powder and white 
rocks. In all, police seized 
over 300 grams of sub-
stances that field tested pos-
itive for cocaine, according 
to the affidavit. Police also 
seized two handguns and 
two long guns.

The  search  war ran t 
was signed by Judge Mary 
L. Morrissey on Nov. 21. 
According to the applica-
tion for the warrant, Houle 
had been receiving informa-
tion about drug activity at 

RIVER OF LIGHT
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The annual River of Light festival illuminated Stowe and Main Street in Waterbury on 
Saturday, with a parade culminating in a bonfire and gathering in Dac Rowe Park.

MIDDLESEX

By STEVE PEOPLES

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BURLINGTON — An 
insurgent underdog no 
more, Vermont Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders is laying the 
groundwork to launch a 
bigger presidential cam-
paign than his first,  as 
advisers predict he would 
open the 2020 Democratic 
presidential primary season 
as a political powerhouse.

A final decision has not 
been made, but those clos-
est to the 77-year-old self-de-
scribed democratic socialist 
suggest that neither age nor 
interest from a glut of pro-
gressive presidential pros-
pects would dissuade him 
from undertaking a second 
shot at the presidency. And 
as Sanders’ brain trust 
gathered for a retreat in 
Vermont over the weekend, 

some spoke openly about a 
2020 White House bid as 
if it was almost a foregone 
conclusion.

“This time, he starts off 
as a front-runner, or one of 
the front-runners,” Sanders’ 
2016 campaign manager 
Jeff Weaver told The Associ-
ated Press, highlighting the 
senator’s proven ability to 

Sanders eyes ‘bigger’ bid 
2020 CAMPAIGN
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