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Front page advertising now available five days a week. 

Call us today to see how we can put your business 
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Marketing Relief MATCHPROGRAMA catalyst for local economic recoveryThe Barre Montpelier 
Times Argus and Rutland Herald have 

committed $100,000 
in matching funds this 

summer for a program 
designated for locally-
owned businesses to 
assist with promoting 

the change of business 
operations and reopening.Call 802-774-3038 

today to learn more

You may be surprised to be 
getting a newspaper today. 
But we are proud to say that 
we have returned to publish-
ing five days a week starting 
this week. The pandemic 
has provided challenges for 
everyone. But the community 
has responded in kind, telling 
us how much they appreciate 
the local news, advertising 
and features. Look for fresh 
features (like a Food page 
today) and fresh community 
news content. We could not 
be back without your loyalty 
and support.

Ban lifted on school aid

Goddard struggling to raise funds

CVMC gets thermal cameras

Montpelier readies for reappraisal

By MARK SHERMANTHE ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON — States can’t cut 

religious schools out of programs that 

send public money to private educa-

tion, a divided Supreme Court ruled 

Tuesday.
By a 5-4 vote with the conservatives 

in the majority, the justices upheld a 

Montana scholarship program that 

allows state tax credits for private 

schooling in which almost all the 

recipients attend religious schools.

The Montana Supreme Court had 

struck down the K-12 private educa-

tion scholarship program that was 

created by the Legislature in 2015 to 

make donors eligible for up to $150 

in state tax credits. The state court 

had ruled that the tax credit violated 

the Montana constitution’s ban on 

state aid to religious schools.

Chief Justice John Roberts wrote 

the opinion that said the state ruling 

itself ran afoul of the religious free-

dom, embodied in the U.S. Constitu-

tion, of parents who want the scholar-

ships to help pay for their children’s 

private education. “A state need not 

subsidize private education. But once 

a state decides to do so, it cannot 

disqualify some private schools solely 

because they are religious,” Roberts 

wrote.
In a dissent, Justice Sonia Soto-

mayor described the ruling as 

“perverse.”“Without any need or power to do 

so, the Court appears to require a 

State to reinstate a tax-credit program 

that the Constitution did not demand 

in the first place,” she said.

By ERIC BLAISDELLSTAFF WRITER
PLAINFIELD — Goddard Col-

lege has raised about $500,000 of 

its $4 million goal with representa-

tives with the school’s accreditor set 

to visit later this month.
The school’s president cites mul-

tiple factors that have affected God-

dard’s fundraising ability, including 

the novel coronavirus pandemic 

and the recent protests seeking 

racial equity.

In January, the school announced 

it wanted to raise $4 million by 

the end of June. The campaign 

was to help build up cash reserves 

and improve its standing while on 

accreditation probation. June 30 is 

the end of the school’s fiscal year.

The New England Commission 

of Higher Education placed the 

Plainfield school on probation 

in September 2018. The com-

mission said this was because 

Goddard “does not now meet the 

commission’s standards on Institu-

tional Resources and Organization 

and Governance.”The school still is accredited 

while on probation, meaning it’s 

still able to receive federal funding, 

and students who attend are able 

to apply for financial aid. But that 

would no longer be the case if the 

school loses accreditation.
The last remaining issue the 

accreditor has raised is financial 

resources.

President Bernard Bull said Tues-

day that so far the school has raised 

about $500,000 for its cash reserves 

and another $500,000 has been given 

for direct use and not cash reserves, 

those funds are to go toward things 

like scholarships and improvements 

to the school’s radio station.
While Bull admitted last winter 

his goal of $4 million was ambitious, 

he said he didn’t think two months 

By ERIC BLAISDELLSTAFF WRITERBERLIN — Central Vermont 

Medical Center now has tem-

perature-checking equipment 

that has helped free up staff and 

mitigate long lines for screening 

those looking to enter the hospi-

tal due to the novel coronavirus 

pandemic.The hospital in Berlin has 

been using a system where a 

thermal camera reads someone’s 

temperature as they enter the 

building. The hospital has one 

such system set up at the main 

entrance, which was brought 

online last week and another 

set up at the employee entrance 

so employees can be screened 

which has been in use for about a 

month. CVMC held a news event 

Tuesday to talk about the system.
Due to the virus that causes 

COVID-19, hospitals have been 

taking the temperature of any-

one entering the building, as 

well as asking about any other 

symptoms they may have. If 

someone visiting or working at 

the hospital shows symptoms of 

the virus, they are immediately 

sent away to help stop the spread 

of the virus. A patient that shows 

up with symptoms is isolated and 

treated.
Those temperature checks 

for the public prior to last week 

had to be done using an oral 

thermometer.

By DAVID DELCORESTAFF WRITER
MONTPELIER — Responding to steadily 

rising property values city officials have set 

the stage for Montpelier’s first reappraisal 

since 2010.The work won’t start for more than a year 

and won’t be finished until 2023, but Assessor 

Stephen Twombly said Tuesday the city has 

positioned itself to do what he fully expects 

the state will order it to early next year.

Montpelier’s common level of appraisal, or 

CLA, now sits at 86.86 percent of fair market 

value and by the end of the year Twombly 

predicted the community-specific figure 

used to equalize education property taxes 

throughout the state will dip below the 85 

percent.
That’s the threshold when deciding 

whether to conduct a reappraisal is no longer 

optional and the state steps in and orders 

one. It’s also a three-year average, which 

Twombly said likely masks the fact that prop-

erty in the Capital City already is assessed at 

less than 85 percent of fair market value.

Property in Montpelier was assessed at 

98.24 percent fair market value in the after-

math of the 2010 reappraisal and while that 

figure slowly eroded it still stood at 95.26 

percent in 2015.That’s when the real estate market started 

to heat up and Montpelier’s CLA began an 

accelerated decline. In 2016 it dipped to 94.2 

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Campers and staff from All Together Now’s summer camp Play Play Play All Day! head out on the East Montpelier Trails network Tuesday. All 

Together Now is offering two sessions of their week-long Circus Camp starting next week.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Lisa Bovat, from the Central Vermont Medical Center, and Mike Wheeler, from Vermont Security, have 

their thermal images displayed Tuesday on a monitor as they walk through an automatic temperature 

screening device at the employee entrance to the hospital in Berlin.
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“Once again, we find ourselves are at a critical moment in the epidemic. The warning is real. The call for leadership is a real one.”
Editorial, A4
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Barr: No widespread fraud 

Testing gaffe adds ‘Insult to injury’

U.S. morgues 
and hospitals 
overflowing

By MICHAEL BALSAMO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Disputing 
President Donald Trump’s per-
sistent, baseless claims, Attorney 
General William Barr declared 
Tuesday the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment has uncovered no evidence 
of widespread voter fraud that 
could change the outcome of the 
2020 election.

Barr’s comments, in an interview 
with the The Associated Press, 
contradict the concerted effort 
by Trump, his boss, to subvert the 
results of last month’s voting and 
block President-elect Joe Biden 
from taking his place in the White 
House.

Barr told the AP that U.S. 
attorneys and FBI agents have 
been  work ing  to  fo l low  up 

specific complaints and informa-
tion they’ve received, but “to date, 
we have not seen fraud on a scale 
that could have effected a different 
outcome in the election.”

The comments, which drew 
immediate criticism from Trump 
attorneys, were especially notable 
coming from Barr, who has been 
one of the president’s most ardent 
allies. Before the election, he had 

repeatedly raised the notion that 
mail-in voting could be especially 
vulnerable to fraud during the 
coronavirus pandemic as Amer-
icans feared going to polls and 
instead chose to vote by mail.

More to Trump’s liking, Barr 
revealed in the AP interview that 
in October he had appointed U.S. 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 
says the state accidentally expos-
ing the email addresses of more 
than 220 people who were told 
their COVID-19 test samples were 
spoiled added “insult to injury.”

State officials took the blame and 
apologized for exposing residents’ 
email addresses while pointing 
the finger at UPS for leaving test 
samples that had been taken in 

Barre in a shipping facility over the 
weekend.

The Vermont Department of 
Health sent out an email Monday 
evening informing 224 people they 
would not receive results from sam-
ples taken at a testing site at Barre 
Auditorium on Friday. The mass 
email mistakenly made visible all 
of the email addresses of those 
individuals.

Mike Smith, secretary of the 
Agency of Human Services, said 

at the governor’s regular Tuesday 
news conference the 246 test sam-
ples taken in Barre didn’t arrive at a 
Massachusetts lab in a “timely man-
ner” so they could not be processed. 
Smith said they arrived at a UPS 
shipping facility in Massachusetts 
Saturday morning and sat there for 
50 hours until they were finally sent 
to the lab Monday morning.

“As a result, the samples were 
spoiled and could not be tested,” 
he said.

The secretary said he’s asked 
his agency’s general counsel to 
investigate what happened with 
the samples to find out why they 
sat in a UPS facility. Also, Smith 
said the state needs a better pro-
cess in place to confirm when 
samples arrive at a lab and when 
they will be processed. He said he 
wasn’t notified of the incident until 
8 p.m. Monday, two hours after 

By TAMMY WEBBER and HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Nearly 37,000 Americans died of COVID-19 in 
November, the most in any month since the dark 
early days of the pandemic, engulfing families in 
grief, filling newspaper obituary pages and testing 
the capacity of morgues, funeral homes and hospitals.

Amid the resurgence, states have begun reopening 
field hospitals to handle an influx of patients that is 
pushing health care systems — and their workers 
— to the breaking point. Hospitals are bringing in 
mobile morgues. And funerals are being livestreamed 
or performed as drive-by affairs.

Health officials fear the crisis will be even worse in 
coming weeks after many Americans ignored pleas 
to stay home during Thanksgiving and avoid people 
who don’t live with them.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Marcie Bolduc, owner of Girls Can Fix Cars Too, replaces a ball joint Tuesday at her new location in East Montpelier. Bolduc has been a mechanic 
for more than 30 years and recently moved her operation to the former location KC’s Performance Auto Care on Route 2. Bolduc offers all manner 
of auto repairs, as well as tire service and state inspections.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

A worker attaches roofing Tuesday to the Chestnut Place development next to the Berlin Mall. 
The new facility, scheduled to open in late 2021, will offer independent living, assisted living 
and memory care.
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“The governor is not 

asking parents, he 

is asking children 

to incriminate their 

families. He is 

placing the burden of 

the parents’ decision 

on the children.”

Commentary, A4

In the news
Local police are kept busy 

between recent storms and 

the holiday.  A2

The coronavirus pandemic 

largely hit urban areas first, but 

the autumn surge is devastating 

rural America, too.  A8
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