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Rising Tide
The Spaulding girls 

soccer team carries lots of 

momentum into Satur-

day’s match at Stowe.  B1
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Apple time again
With summer’s end  

impending, apple season 

is upon us along with all 

the deliciousness that 

juicing, baking, just plain 

munching implies.  C1

‘As You Like It’
Shakespeare is back in a 

live, outdoor production 

as Lost Nation Theater 

brings “As You Like It” to 

the State House steps. 
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Board briefed on COVID closing

Harwood project tops $59.5 million

Americans less 
positive about 
civil liberties

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — What to do with a 
swelling surplus, when to launch 
the search for a new superinten-
dent, and whether to restore fund-
ing for assistant coaches’ salaries 
were among the questions the 
School Board didn’t answer on a 
night when members discussed the 
pandemic-related closure of one of 
the district’s three schools.

Though Barre Town Middle and 
Elementary School was only closed 
for a day this week, interim Super-
intendent Chris Hennessey briefed 
board members Thursday night 
about the “gut-wrenching” decision 
he made after learning Tuesday 
afternoon that three members of 
the school community had tested 
positive for COVID-19.

“It was an incredibly difficult 
decision,” he said, acknowledging 

the disruption that, while necessary, 
had many working parents in Barre 
Town scrambling.

School Director Gina Akley said 
she was one of them and, absent 
protections that were in place last 
year, she might have been fired if 
she wasn’t self-employed.

“I’m expressing sympathy and 
solidarity to all of the parents out 
there,” Akley said. “It sucks, it just 
sucks that we have to do this but 

we still have to do this because the 
impact of not doing this is … what 
you saw (Wednesday).”

Most of the school’s students — 
including vaccinated and asymptom-
atic “close contacts” — returned to 
school Thursday morning and those 
who didn’t were eligible to be tested 
Friday and — if cleared — will be 
back in class on Monday.

By LISA SCAGLIOTTI 

WATERBURY ROUNDABOUT

DUXBURY — Although it’s not 
an election year, local voters may 
be asked to go to the polls this 
November to consider what would 
be the largest bond issue for school 
construction in the history of the 
Harwood Union School District.

At last week’s meeting of the 
Harwood Unified Union School 
District School Board, architects 

presented a breakdown of pro-
posed construction for Harwood 
Union High School totaling $53 
million. An expansion to Crossett 
Brook Middle School to accom-
modate merging all seventh- and 
eighth-graders into that facility 
would add another $6 million.

The construction total for the 
proposal would come to $59.5 
million.

For the past six years, district 

leaders have discussed a major 
bond to address overdue repairs, 
renovations and upgrades to the 
high school, which was built in 
1965. The school’s last expansion 
with some repairs was in 1998.

Work on the drawing board 
presented by the Burlington archi-
tectural firm Truex Cullins would 
address needed repairs such as 
replacing the roof and antiquated 
HVAC and plumbing systems. It 

would expand science labs that 
do not meet modern standards. 
Windows with meager insulation 
— some still originals from the 
1960s — would be replaced and a 
key goal would be to reconstruct 
some interior areas of the building 
to add windows and light to current 
classrooms and workspaces that 
receive no natural light.

By MEG KINNARD and EMILY SWANSON

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ten years after the 9/11 attacks, Amer-
icans were reasonably positive about the 
state of their rights and liberties. Today, 
after 20 years, not as much.

That’s according to a poll by The Associ-
ated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research that builds on work conducted 
in 2011, one decade after the pivotal 
moment in U.S. history. Some questions 
were also asked on polls conducted in 
2013 and 2015.

Americans were relatively united around 
the idea that the government did a good 
job protecting many basic rights a decade 
after the terrorist attacks, which produced a 
massive overhaul of the country’s intelligence 
services and the creation of agencies such as 
the Department of Homeland Security. Along 
with those changes came a creeping concern 
about government overreach, although 
Americans as a whole remained fairly positive.
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Ruth Newell and her husband, visiting from Michigan, are served their first-ever maple creemees Friday from Abby Latour at the Dairy Creme in 
Montpelier. The soft serve destination is closing for the season on Sunday. The hours for closing weekend are 11 a.m to 9 p.m.
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Restaurant manager Travis Maney pours a draft beer Friday at the Cornerstone Burger Co., in Northfield. 
After a lengthy closure due to COVID, the popular downtown eatery reopened their doors on Thursday. 
The restaurant, which specializes in burgers and pub food, is open for dinner Thursday through Saturday 
and will be adding more days in a few weeks. Cornerstone was recently listed among one of the top 
restaurants nationwide in the wake of the COVID era.
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